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CHAP. I. 

Here as with doubtful pensif e steps I range. 
Trace former scenes, and wonder at the change. 
Remembrance wakes with all her busy train. 
Swells at my breast, and turns the pastto-pain* 

GoitDSMITH, 



It Mras a gloomy^ cold evening, in the 
month of January, when a lady descend- 
ed from a diligence at the Lion d' Argent, 
in Calais. As few persons who travel 
by such a convejance venture to take up 
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8 BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 

their residence at a hotel of such magni- 
ficence, it was a. novel sight to the inha- 
bitants : the aeivants flocked to see who 
could possiblj come to their house in a 
diligence ; at last they conjectured that 
most assuredly it naust be some femme de 
chanibre, vfho was directed to order pre- 
parations for the family of mi Lord An- 
glois ; and they ran with this agreeable 
intelligence to their master, without stop- 
ping to take the luggage from the dili- 
gence, or once considering that the person 
who had excited their curiosity was still 
standing in a large court-yard, and from 
cold and fatigue was nearly fainting and 
exhausted. 

But it would be difficult to describe 
the servants' astonishment, when Monsieur 
du Crocq made his appearance, at seeing 
him express the most profound respect 
and the greatest delight when he saw the 
lady ; ordering lights to be immediately 
placed in the most elegant apartments, 
and directing each servant to bring such. 
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proYisions as he thought would prove 
most agreeable to bis guest. 

''Mais est il possible que Madame is 
come alone: where be the domestic? Par 
adventure some accident has happened 
to di Voiture — et Monsieur^ where be he, 
for I did hear dat Mademoiselle wert 
married." 

'^ You are right. Monsieur dii Crocq ; 
I have been married some yeajrs, and I 
have three children ; bu| mj situation in 
life is very different now from what it 
was when we last met : I keep no car- 
riage, very few servants, and those are 
left with my family. Colonel Mortimer 
now commands* at Woolwich, and as in 
England we are fearful that the peace 
which we now enjoy will only prove of 
short duration, officers ^nd great diffi- 
culty in procuring leave of absence from 
the country. I catne to Brussels \o en- 
deavour to recover some of my property, 
but the disastrous Revolution bus destroy- 
ed the most valuable part, and Ifear the 

b2 
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little that reraaias I shall have great 
trouble la obiainiug^ consequently^ my 
old friend^ you M^ill see the necessity of 
my frugality.* I came to your house be- 
cause I have known you from a child ; 
hut as I can no longer afford those laxu- 
ries which I formerly enjoyed^ I beg 
tfaat I m^y be shewn into a less splendid 
apartment. My stay here will be very 
short : to-morrow I shall pass with the 
nuns, and the day followiDg I propose to 
sail for England.'' 

^'Madame cannot go to England, as 
only de French Packet Boat do go now^ 
derefore it would not be right, as Ma- 
datiie have no servant; den I must go 
see you safe to Dover." 

" That is impossible, Du Crocq ; never- 
theless I feel greatly obliged to you for 
your offer ; but, as I before observed^ I 
am not in affluence, consequently I can- 
not make you a remuneration, therefore 
I am compelled to decline your kind 
proposal/' 
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^' Dat cannot be^ for I will go see you 
safe. I do think dat English gentleman 
do take more eare of dere horse den of 
dere wife^ far if your husband had sent a 
horse he would send a groom to take care 
of him^ but he lets you come all alone/' 

This observation of Ihe innkeeper 
brought some disagreeable recol lections 
to Mrs. Mortimer^ which occasioned a- 
Jew tears ; biit^ whatever cause she had 
for griefs she was not of a disposition to 
eoconrage unavailing r^et ; bat perhaps 
Ae never felt more forcibly the change 
in her establishment than at this momenta 
However, she bad too much good sense to 
make any reply to Monsieur du Crocq, 
^ut turned the conversation^ by inquiring 
^fier many friends whom she had not 
bearrd from since the commencement of 
the Revolution ; and her feelings were 
frequently wounded by the recital of the 
sufferings which some bad experienced 
hj not embracing the cause of liberty. 

She was delighted at hearing that les 

b3 
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Dames Doniinicaines resided together. 
Monsieur du Crocq went to inform those 
ladies that one of their former pupils was 
arrived^ and in a few minutes Mrs. Mor* 
timer had the heart- felt satisfaction of 
being pressed tb the bosom of St. Vic-^ 
toire. Those who have exp^erienced reverse 
of fortune, and been separated from the 
friends of their youth/ can alone appre- 
ciate such a meeting: they chatted of 
former times and present prospects^ with* 
out considering that awful monitor time, 
and the nun was astonished to find that 
she had been so agreeably engaged, by 
referring to the past^ that she had entirely 
forgotten the future ; for pn looking at 
her watch she found that vespers had 
been over above an hour, and that the 
usual period for her retiring to rest was 
also past. She regretted that she had 
not a bed to offer the traveller^ but it was 
decided that diiring Mrs. Mortimer's 
stay in France she should be constantly 
with the nuns. 
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Mrs. Mortimer rang for the purpose 
of being shewn into her sleeping room^as 
she had very recently recovered from a 
dangerous illness. The fatigue of her 
journey^ with the agitation that her 
spirits had experienced in again seeing 
her beloved friend^ and the thought of 
being in a place which was endeared to 
her by the recollection of former times, 
had quite exhausted her spirits, and she 
was anxious to go early to rest, that she 
might gain sufficient composure of mind 
to enable her to meet the abbess and the 
rest of the nuns the following morning 
with cheerfulness ; but she was disap* 
pointed in her calculations, for Monsieur 
du Crocq answered the bell. 

^'M^foi Madame, I did not like to 
intrude wheh di Soeur St. Yictpire was 
here, but Monsieur le Baron de St. Au- 
bert have been here two or three times, 
to know if he could pay his respects to 
Madame, and he desires his compliments, 
and will call in de morning. Monsieur 

b4 
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le Baron be married^ but he never have 
been happy since Madame left Calais. 
Why did you leave us ? All denuns were 
so fond of yoUj and le^ Baron de St- Au- 
bert would have made you a better bus- 
band den any English mi lord : he be a 
good husband^ aldo he only marry to 
prlease his mother^ because he was di last 
of his family^ as all de rest be guiilo'* 
tined/' 

'' l^hese are subjects on which I cannot 
enter : I have the greatest respect for the 
Baron de St. Aubert and his mother; it 
will give me pleasure to see him^ and I 
trust he will be rewarded for his duty to 
hii parent^ by being happy as a husband 
and a father." 

^^ Excusfez^ Madame, I do not mean to 
offend^ but you look so different from what 
you was when Mademoiselle Godefroi, 
dat I cannot think you do like England 
80 well as France ; you used to be di life 
of Calais; at all di balls^ di spectacles^ no 
ifne so lively and gay as Mademoiselle^ 



and now, exeosez^you do not look happy.** 
'* You should not judge 8o hastily ; I am 
fatigued with travellings and leeiog old 
friends creates a heartfelt melancholy, 
which 19 a delightful sensation to a feel* 
itig disposition. When you knew me I 
was yoo»g> and had every thing in view 
which could make this life desirable. I 
hare now a family to think of; my hus* 
band I loft in had healthy and ihose spt* 
iks which would be a recommendation at 
sixteen^ wMild be deemed levity in a mar* 
Tied woman of six -and ^twenty.'' . 

Monsieur du Crocq took his leavej and 
tl^ fille de chambre made her appear- 
ance« 

The next morning Mrs.> Mortimer was 
awakened by an alarming clap of thun* 

Hi 

der ; the wind howled horribly^ and the 
rain, which fell in torrents^ penetrated 
into her room : she arose^ and was pleased 
to find that it was only seren o'clock^ as 
she purposed, as soon as she was dressed, 
to surprise the nuns by an eacly vi^it; 

b5 
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but before she bad finished her toilet, 
she as informed that the abbess was ' 
come to fetch her to breakfast. This 
was an attention from- a lad of eighty- 
four 'years of age tba he did not ex- 
pect ; and while she was expressing her 
thanks in a'' message, St. Etienn^ en- 
tered. It was the fiwt visit she had paid 
since she was driven from her convent. 
She came, she said, out of respect to her 
late pupil, and she requested that Mrs. 
Mortimer would attend her home imme- 
diately, as the nuns would not go to 
prayers without her. '^ 

Mrs. Mortimer was a Protestant, but 
she respected every person who lived. up 
to the faith of 4he religion they professed ; 
consequently she had no objection to 
comply with the wishes of St. Etienne,and 
she was much gratified in seeing all her 
old friends assembled. It was in a cellar, 
for during the Revolution they were 
compelled to perform their religious du-^ 
ties in private ; but the chapel was so 
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neatlj fitted up that you socn forgot the 
approach to it. When the service was 
over she was conducted to the refectory. 
It is true that it had white* washed walls^ 
oak tables^ chairs and forms to corres- 
pond ; but the crackling faggot blazed on 
the humble hearth : resignation and cheer- 
fulness sat on the countenances of the sis* 
terhood : the meal on the table was plain^ 
but- wholesome ; and Mrs. Mortimer had 
the delight of seeing io this house of pri- 
vation and abstinence^ that luxury^ which 
no riches can purchase— -contentment. 

As soon as the repast was finished the 
abbess invited Mrs. Mortimer into a 
small room,. which she called her cell; 
for as soon as these ladies were compel- 
led to leave their convent they took a 
house large enough to contain them all^ 
as they determined to dedicate their lives 
to the benefit of society; and during the 
Revolution^ 4^A these valuable women^ 
wTien the Catholic faith and all religious 
ceremonies were prohibited^ run the risk 
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of being guillotined^ by constantly per^- 
forming^ and eatborting others to join ia 
tbeir reKgious duties ; and that the 
rising generation lAigfat not imbibe the 
pernicious principles M^bich then pre- 
vailed, St. Etienne, at her advanced age^ 
kept a day- school, and by her cheerful 
manners and assiduons-applicattoii, taught 
the young people to venerate and wor- 
ship that Supreme Being whose goodness 
and bounty had enabled their anci^t pre- 
ceptress, in the dreadful prison of Arras, 
and before that tribunal at which Robes- 
pierre presided, to stand firm in her reli- 
gious and moral duties, and-to persevere in 
acknowledging her God and her king. 

St. Etienne was dragged from her 
home and placed in a prison : the only 
accusation against her was> that her fa- 
mily name was . Grey, and as General 
Grey at that period commanded the Bri- 
tish army in Flanders, they persisted that 
she was related to him, and that she bad 
forwarded information which had proved 
destructive to the French interest* At this 
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period St. Ekienne laboured under great 
bodily iniiriniiy^ but she could obtain no 
commiseration : to prison she inust 
go^ placed among common felons; and 
the indecenctes and enordaifies vi^hich 
were tolerated in the prison were such as 
excited the greatest horror; but Mrs. 
Grey had made her vows from choice ; 
she had sworn at the altar to devote her 
life to her maker^ and it appeared to her 
that the period was now arrived when her 
exertions might probably save some of 
her depraved companions from perdition ; 
«be therefore hailed that moment as the 
most fortonate of her existence, which 
Jiad placed her in a situation where she 
eonld, by preaching repentance and for- 
giveness^ probably recall numerous sin* 
ners io a sense of tlieir wickedness, and 
induce them to return to the paths of 
virtue. 

When first she began to say mass, she 
only met with derision and indignity 
from the prisoners ; the jailor rebuked 
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and threatened her for daring to &y in the 
face of the laws of.liberty ; but St. Eti- 
enne possessed a firmness of mind which 
rises superior to mere self-preservation: 
if thej put her to death she knew that 
she had forfeited her life in preaching* 
that Gospel which she had yowedto pro* 
pagate : existence^ therefore^ could have 
DO charms for her if she was divested 
of the power of serving her creator. She 
accordingly persevered in her laudable 
undertaking, and her perseverance was 
crowned with success : every day lessened 
the ridicule she experienced, and after a 
few weeks her companions voluntarily 
attended her devotions both morning and 
evening : in a short time that prison^ 
whijch had been a scene of licentiousness 
and riot, became quiet ; the prisoners 
were industriously employed^ and most 
grateful to their instructress, for her 
endeavours to save them from everlasting 
perdition. 

St. Etieone assured Mrs. Mortimer 
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that she felt amply repaid for all the insults 
and the great hardships which she had 
endured, by seeing those poor wretches 
endeavour^ bj. their exertions^ to become 
useful to that society which they had dis- 
graced. 

The blessed day which relieved the 
world from that monster^ Robespierre, 
opened the prison doors to the abbess; 
but this amiable woman felt no pleasure 
in her emancipation. She considered 
that her beloved and pious sisterhood no 
loQger wanted her example to excite 
them to perform with cheerfulness the 
austerities of their religious order, and to 
preach faith, hope, and charity ; she felt 
that in a prison she could be of more 
service to her fellow creatures than in the 
world, as by her patience and forbear- 
ance she could teach them that only the 
good and the virtuous can inherit the 
kingdom of heaven. But the dangerous 
state of her health induced her friends 
to insist upon her returning to them, that 
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she Riigbt not Goly hate the best advice^ 
but that she might hare eyety care and 
aftentioQ paid to promote her comfort ; 
but they had great difficuttj^ in aecom- 
plishing their ^ishes^ as unknown to them 
she had petitioned to end her days in that 
very priscm^ the horrors of which, at en- 
tering^ had even appalled her firm mind. 

The furniture of St. Etieniie's cell con- 
sisted of an iron bedstead withont haftg-- 
ingSj a small chest of drawers^ abofe 
which was a crucifix ; one chair^ and ab 
old carpet which had been pfesented to 
her by Mrs. Mortimer when she was a 
pensioner in the conirent of les Damea 
Dominicaines at Calais. 

*' This carpet^ . my dear, has been mj 
constant companion, and, I may add^ my 
greatest luxury : when in prison, I slept 
on it, for only straw with on^ blanket 
Was allowed me. Every day I prayed 
for the donor, that she might escape from 
experiencing such miseries as I then en- 
dured; or, if it pleased the Almighty 
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to aflSict faer^ that be might give her 
strength to meet her fate with resigna- 
tioQ^ being convinced that whatever is^ jg 
rights and that the merciful Disposer of 
all human events only chastises for wise 
purposes^ ever holding in mind^ that as we 
bear our trials here^ so shall we be re- 
warded hereafter. 

^' St. Victoire related to me the conver- 
sation which passed between her and joit 
last evening. I am grieved to learn 
that you have had no reason to rejoice 
that you left this country ; if you had fol*^ 
lowed my advice you would have re- 
mained with us^ and have become one of 
our holy order : you would then only 
have known worldly sorrows by name; 
after the disappointment which you had 
experienced^ it was not probable that 
you would ever be happy as a wife.** 

'^ Had I been permitted, my dear 
mother^ to peep into the book of futu- 
rity, in all likelihood I should have fol- 
lowed your advice^ as assuredly, the 
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hardships which I have encountered 
in a married life naturally induce 
me frequently to regret that I ever left 
your peaceful abode^ and that I did not 
take those vovi^s .which would have se- 
cured me a residence in a house from 
which are excluded all the vexations and 
vanities of this world. You have long 
known my sentiments on religion^ and, 
with such impre3sions^ had I embraced a 
monastic lif?^ I should have been unwor- 
thy of your friendship^ as in seeking the 
retirement of a cloister only to elude 
those afflictions^ which are attached to 
the female character^ appears to my weak 
judgment as tending to defeat the end 
for which we were created. I am now 
called on to perform the sacred duties of 
a wifeanda mptherj and having been edu- 
cated by you, I feel assured^ that in those 
characters you will never be ashamed to 
acknowledge me as your pupil/' 

'' I shall at ail tiniies^ I am sure, be 
proud to acknowledge you ; believe 
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me^ the satisfaction which I feel at again 
conversing with you is the greatest plea- 
sure I have known since compelled to 
leave our dear convent. 

'/ But I called you into my cell at the 
particular request of all the community ; 
we all entreat that when you and your 
children are disposed to retire from* the 
busy scenes of the worlds that you will 
remember that our house is open to re- 
ceive you ; your children we consider as 
our children^ for are you not our beloved 
daughter?" 

Mrs. Mortimer was interrupted in her 
reply to this generous offer by the en- 
trance of some of the sisterhood to ex- 
press the great pleasure they felt in an- 
nouncing that the storm had increased, so 
violently that it must be some days be- 
fore a packet boat would venture to sea^ 
consequently that their old friend must be 
detained longer with them than she ex-v 
pected. Several persons were also wait- 
ing to see Mrs. Mortimer; among^them 
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were (he old Baroness de St. Aubert and 
ber son : she insisted upon Mrs. Mortimer 
dining with her : indeed^ all her friends 
were most pressing with invitations to 
their houses ; but as she wished to pass 
jftll the time she could with St. Victoire^ 
she requested the abbess to settle her en- 
gagements. St. Etienne therefore de- 
cided that Mrs^. Mortimer should break- 
fast and sup with the tluns^ during the 
time which she remained in France^ and 
the rest of the day she should devQte ta 
those esteemed friends who had been the 
companions of her youth. 

It may easily be imagined that time 
glided swiftly in such society^ in defiance 
of weather : there was not a walk> or a 
place^ which was endeared to Mrs. Mor- 
timer by past scenes which she did not 
visit : assuredly it was amelancholy plea« 
sure^ nevertheless^ to such feelings as 
her's it was a delightful sensation^ al- 
though^ reflecting on the past^ occa* 
noned some painful ideas. 
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On the fourth evening after Mrs. Mor- 
timer's arrival at Cajais^ as she was re- 
turning to the Lion d 'Argent^ she met 
Monsieur Du Crocq^ who seemed de- 
sirous of relating some extraordinary 
occurrence. Siie had scarcely gained her 
apartment before he entered it. 

^' Ma foi Madame^ dis be de luckiest 
ting in de world : Monsieur le Che- 
valier Flight be just arrived from Paris^ 
be have brought only one valet wid 
him^ and he be going to England. I 
took di liberty to say^ dat one English 
lady be going to Angleterre^ and asked 
the chevalier to let Madame belong to 
his suite ; derefore^ if Madame will per- 
mit, to-morrow morning I will introduce 
Monsieur le Chevalier Flight to Ma- 
dame/' - " 

Mrii. Mortimer felt the full force of 
Monsieur du Crocq's att^ntiqn^ and was 
glad to avail herself of this introduction ; 
accordingly, a^ the proper time, she was 
introduced to Sfr Timothy Flight, and 
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every thing was then settled that she 
should profit''' by his politeness, the ba- 
ronet engaging to see her safe to her 
house in Rochester. 

Sir Timothy Flight was just of age; 
his father died when he was an infant, 
and he had only one sister and a brother 
living"; they all resided with thciir mo- 
ther, who for beauty, accomplishments, 
and worth, was surpassed by none of her 
sex. 

To Sir Timothy Flight Providence 
had been moat bountiful, as his face, per- 
son, and manners, were such as to prepos- 
sess everv one in his favour. He was 
quite a stranger in Calais, and he com- 
plained to Mrs. Mortimer that he found 
lounging in ctn inn most insufferably dull. 
She offered to introduce him to her old 
friends : the proposal was accepted with 
avidity, and as he was prevented by the 
inclemency of the weather from leaving' 
France, he visited the nuns every day ; 
and if Mrs. Mortimer was struck by bis 



\ 
I 



BRfSHTON IN AN UPROAR. 23 

manners and appearance at first sights on 
afurtfaer acquaintance she was convinced 
that he possessed a heart and mind the re- 
sidence of every virtue. 

While he remained in Calais all his 
time vi^as devoted to doing good ; he 
frequented the haunta of misery, and bis 
purse was always open to relieve the dis- 
tressed. He gave money to St. Etienne 
to purchase meat and clothing for the in- 
digeot^ and it mattered not to him of 
what country or of what religious per-* 
suasion; they were fellow creatures^ and 
in absolute want^ consequently he con- 
sidered that they had claims on his huma-* 
nity. He was blessed with a mind which 
was too liberal to limit his bounty to 
those only who were his countrymen and 
Protestants; neither did he wait to search 
for those who are termed proper objects 
on which io confer his charity. He 
trusted that all those who partook of his 
munificence would be grateful to their 
Creator^ for baying in such a season sent 
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them a friend who had the power and 
iuclLoation to relieve their miseries. He 
judged^thatProvidence, in having ampl^ 
given him the means to be charitable^ 
had entrusted to him riches^ not merelj^ 
to indulge in the luxuries and pleasures 
of this worlds but also that he must here- 
after be accountable for the use which be 
had made of them. He considered that 
he had no right to judge the actions of air^r 
individuat; to relieve those whom be 
knew to be objects of compassion anjd 
deserving of his attention^ was to him the 
greatest felicity: neither did he withhold 
his benevolence from the undeserving, if 
in real distress^ as in his opinion they whre 
the greatest objects of commiseration^ 
aad he trusted that they would be sensi* 
ble of their error, and reform. A cir- 
cumstance of this nature occurred to him 
as he was going to Paris, ebout a year 
previously to his introduction to Mrs. 
Mortimer. 
Sir Timothy was walkmg in some fields 
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a fibort dirtance frooi Dover, ^nd was 
amusing himself by admiring Ibe beauties 
M flature. It was in the early part of 
autumoj when the country is decked in 
rich and beautiful foliage. He stop** 
ped to take a sketch of the castlej 
which sitruck his fancy: no sound was 
to be heard, save the shepherd's dog and 
bleating srbeep. ^ It had been some hours 
since he had seen the human face divine^' 
when all at once his attention was arrest* 
ed by the most heart-piercing sighs and 
sobs: en turning to whence they pro* 
ceededj he perceived a pretty yonng 
woman, a4>parently in the deepest dis* 
tress. / • ». , 

Sir Timpthy could sever see an object, 
in misery without participating in their 
sorrows ; he approached, and gently in-* 
quired if it were possible to alleviate liet 
grief. The girl started at being address- 
ed by such a fine gentlenian. 

'^Oh, no— and please your honour^ 
Betsey can have no comfort--fpr Robert^ 

TOL. I. c 
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18 gohe^ and father be so angry that I 
wish I were dead.'* 

Sir Timothy inquired into further par* 
ticulars^ and the result proved that her 
father was a tradesman; and that she h^A 
got acquainted with a young man of dis^ 
sipated habits. It was natural for a 
father to object to such a character for 
the husband of his child ; and.to prevent 
their union^ he got a pressgang to 
take Robert on board a tender. Betsey 
followed^ and remained some days near 
him> and her father had just brought her 
borne when Sir Timothy heard her 
lamentations. The young woman said 
she was sure that Robert would be steady 
and good in future if her father could be 
prevailed on to let her marry him^ and 
only give them a small sum to remove 
them to a distance from all Robert's bad 
companions^ and set them up in a little 
shop. She pleaded so powerfully to Sir 
Timothy's feelings that he got Robert 
discharged : they were married^ and he 
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sent tbem to one of his estates in the 
north. Betsey, is aa excellent dairy- wo* 
man^ and Robert attends the cattle: 
hitherto he has had a good account of 
theiD^ and has erery reason to believe that 
Robert will prove deserving of his further 
patronage. 

Such was the character of the man 
under whose protection Mrs. Mortimer 
was to return to her husband. As par- 
ticular business demanded Sir Timothy's 
presence in. England^ and as Mrs. Mor- 
timer was impatient to return to her 
children^ it was agreed that they should 
sail by the -first packet. They made 
several applications to obtain an English 
vessel^ but Monsieur M. was in- 
exorable. The idns were all crowded, 
consequently they prepared themselves 
for li disagreeable passage, as of course 
they would have more companions than: 
the padcet could, conveniently accom-* 
modate. 

At last Mrs. Mortimer was summoned 

c2 
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to prepare for lier departure^ as a vessel 
would sail ia a few hours. When tbe 
Bioment arrived that she was to bid adieu, 
probably for ever^ to those friends frons 
whom she bad ever received even parental 
kindnegs and a&ction^ it required' all . 
her fortitude, and indeed more ttiaii>eb.e 
possessed^ to disguise the reptognaace fi(he 
felt at again visiting her native country. 
She was going to be separated from per* 
SODS whom she sincerely lovedj whose 
manners and pursuits suited her -disposi- 
^OD^ to return tp a joyless hotne^ to a 
country . in whkh she had only known 
sorrow. Her childpen were most dear to 
ber^ she doated on them, but tbey were . 
not of an age either to participate in her 
pleastjires, or to sympathize in her misfor- 
tunes. Her situation was such that she 
could npver look at these objects df ber 
affections without lamenting the past, and 
dreading wha£ their fate might be in 
future. 
When she approached tbe pier, Sir 
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Timothy was read j ta receive her» At be 
had a great quantity of luggage, the boat 
which was to take them to the Tessel was 
completely loaded : the 8e& looked moat 
awful^ and the foauiiog billows bounded 
and recoiled in the most violent agitation^ 

'^God send jou safe to the packet^ 
uiy dear child !" exclaimed St. Victoire^ 
crossing herself; '"^ but indeed you bad 
better return^ and not venture till the 8§a 
is more calm« IV^y foreboding mind prog* 
oosticates that some direful misfortune 
awaits you/' 

At this instant Mrs. Mortimer was 
lifted into the boat> and the nun's prog* 
nostications threatened every moment to 
be verifiedj as they were scarcely seated} 
before two of the oars were washed 
away by the fury of the waves ; the rud- 
der next followed ; and that they reached 
the packet in safety^ is' among those 
wonderful incidents in life which weak 
mortals cannot fathom» Mrs. Morti*^ 
mer's 4an^ers/ bowever^^ did Xkoi terminate 

c3 



30 BRI<»HT01I ro AN trPROAR. 

bere; sbe had neter been used to ta^ 
counter with difficulties of any kind ; 
she was extrenielj near-sighted^ and ia 
stepping from the boat to the vessel^ she 
did not fix ber foot on the right place ; 
the consequence was that she slipped. 
Fortunately a sailor caught bei" by the 
^own^ but she had been up to the waist 
in the sea^ and she was brought on deck 
insensible to all the cares of this world. 
As soon as she recovered she went to 
bed, but her situation was truly de- 
plorable, as she lay for ten hours in her 
wet deaths, which circumstance induced 
her to rejoice when she landed at Dover, 
an event which she thought most impro* 
bable when she left Calais. 

It was niglit when they reached Eng* 
land, and those who are accustomed to 
travelling will net be 'surprised to hear, 
that it was late the next evening before 
they could get their luggage from the 
Custom House, and pursue their journey. 

Sir Timothy sent his valet by a public 
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convejance^ and gave Mrs. Mortimer a 
seat in his carriage. • The travellers 
reached Rochester about two in the 
morning. Colonel Mortimer instantly 
arose, supper v^as served^ and they did 
not separate for some hours. The co- 
lonel regretted that he had not known of 
Sir Timothy's honouring him wi(h a visit, 
that a bed might have been prepared for 
his reception, which be felt himself obliged 
to decline offering, as himself and wife 
had been so long absent^ he was fearful 
that they might not be aired^ but his 
servant had ordered one at the Crown inn, 
where he would attend on the baronet; 
and Sir Timothy departed with the pro* 
mise of breakfasting with them the next 
morning. 

Every parent will be aware of the joy 
which Mrs. Mortimer felt at finding all 
her children in perfect health, and that 
they had recovered from the hooping* 
cough, which they had caught in her 
absence. 

c 4 
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Sir Timothy was an earlj riser^ and 
came to breakfast by nine o'clock. Co* 
lonel Mortimer was soon convinced bj 
his conversation that he merited the strong 
encomiums which his wife had bestowed 
on him^ and they separated with great 
regret^ as the conciliatory manners of the 
Baronet created an ardent desire in the 
Colonel to cement a friendship with a 
person every way so calculated to. excite 
esteem. Sir Timothy appeared equally 
desirous of improving an acquaintance 
which accident had commenced^ and he 
promised lo visit Kent the ensuing sum- 
men 
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CHAP. II. 

ArailB it angbt th^t oature's liberal band, 
With ererj blessipg grateful man can knoir^ 

Ooaths the rich bosom of jon smiliogland^ 
The moniitain*8 sloping sidoj or pendant brow^ 

If meagre fambe paint your pallid cheek, 
If breaks the midnight bell your honi^s of rest^ 

If^ midst heart.chilling damps^ and winter bleak. 
Ton shun the cheerful bowl, and moderate feast! 

Temp'ranesi not abstinence, is erery bliss^ 
Is man's true joy, and therefore heaven's command^ 

The wretch who riots, thanks his God amiss, 
Who stai^TCS, rejects the bounty of his hand. 

W. Whitcbeap. 



As Mrs. Mortiiaer will prove a coo- 
q^icuous persoB ia theae anecdotes^ it 
may be agreeable to the reader to be ia« 
formed of her parentage and education. 

Her father, Major Godefroi^ of the 
looiskiUiiig Dragoons^ serTed under the 
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great Duke of Cumberland in Flanders. 
He was a gentleman of such strict honour 
and gentlemanly manners^ that he vvas an 
universal favourite. When he \?as first 
quartered at Brussels^ he had just entered 
his twenty-second year; his father was 
recently dead^ and had bequeathed to 
him a handsome fortune. He had two 

sisters^ both of whom were considerably 

» - 

older than himself^ and bad been married 
some years^ one to an admiral in the Bri- 
tish navy, the other to a doctor of di- 
finity. The Major was of an anciekitTa- 
mily^ as he traced his ancestors havfng 
landed in England with William the 
Conqueror. Colonel Honey wood^ who 
served in the same^ brigade^ had been 
educated at the same school with the 
Major ; they were both extremely ac- 
complished^ inseparable friends^ and their 
society was courted by every one. 

Colonel Honeywood had been, pre- 
viously to this period, sometime in Brus- 
sels^ and had formed a' friendship with 
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the chaDcellor of the Low Countries. 
The Baron d'Arratnbert was a sensible 
man^ of retired habits. He had married 
a beautiful woman, much younger than 
himself^ by whom he had one son and 
two daughters. The Baron never entered 
into public amusements or large parties, 
but he did not deprive his wife of those 
pleasures which suited her time of life 
and disposition. The situation he held 
under government took up much of his 
time^ and consequently prevented his be- 
ing much at home. The baroness was 
of a lively character^ had been educated 
in France^ and was fond of company. 
Her house was open twice in every week^ 
when she gave petit soupecs, which were 
delightful. She possessed great wit^ was 
visited by persons of the highest rank^ 
and> in shorty was quite the fashion. Her 
conduct as a wife was irreproachable, as 
she blended good sense and religioa with 
her accomplishments ; and the Baron vvas 
certain, that in trusting his honour to her 
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keepiDg^ he bad placed it under a guar* 
dianship which wduld never betray the 
sacred trust. The Mademoisdles d'Ar- 
rambert had been sent to a convent as 
foon as they came from nurse^ and the 
•on was with a priest. 

Madame d'Arrambert saw her children 
frequeotlj^ and she anticipated each in* 
terview with the fondest expectation ; 
but in the round of pleasure in which she' 
was engaged^ according to foreign cus- 
toms^ and with her ideas of propriety^ to 
have had her daughters with her would 
have been highly indecorous. The eldest 
was engaged at the time, 'she had com* 
pleted her fourteenth year to marry her 
cousin the Count de Belgrade ; the union 
was to take place in a few months^ and 
she was not to make her appearance in 
pnblic till the ceremony was over. Hu- 
bertine d'Arrambert had only once seen 
her intended husband; he had a large 
fortune^ and the alliance was approved 
of by b^th families. Josephine^ tfat 
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youngest sister, was destined to take the 
Vei], as the Baron d'Arrambert possessed 
sdl the pride of his ancestors^ and con* 
aidered^ that by devoting his youngest 
child to her Maker^ he should be enabled 
Co inci^ease the fortune of his son^ who 
would thereby be better able to support 
the dignity of his bouse. His wife made 
no objection to these arrangements ; she 
saw no reason why Josephine should not 
he a nun^ especially as it was the custom 
in all families of rank to devote some of 
ihe females to a monastic life^ and she 
had a sister^ who was abbess of the con^ 
vent in which her children resided. 

Such Was the situation of the chan* 
cellor's family^ when Colonel Honey wood 
introduced Major Godefroi to the Baron 
d'Arrambert. The frjends attended all 
Madame d'Arrambert's parties^ and she 
invited them to join several of her rek'- 
tions, who were to accompany her to 
Antwerp^ where she was going to see her 
daughters^ and to b^ present when a re* 
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lation of her's wm professed, who bsd 
just then completed her noviciate. . This 
ceremonj was to take place in a few days. 
Colonel Honej^wood and Major Godefroi 
were delighted at having such a favour- 
able opportunity of gratifying their cu* 
riositj^ and accepted the invitation. As 

• 

the partj^.were to staj sometime at A&t- 
>verp^ a large house vras taken for their 
accommodation^ and Hubertine d^Ar- 
rambert being soon to pledge her faith at 
the. altar^ the Count de Belgrade was of 
course one of the party^ and as a great 
indulgence^ the sisters vrere permitted to 
remain vrith their mother. 

Hubertine d'Arrambert viras uncom* 
monly tall of her age^ and assuredly very 
handsome ; she wras extremely lively^ and 
was in such raptures at being in the 
worldj that she appeared like a bird 
escaped from its cage. 

Major Godefroi was soon sensible of 
the charms and amiable disposition of 
Hubertine^ and she was delighted ia 
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having an opportuaity of improving her* 
self io the English language^ which she 
"was studying in the convent. Sbe^ there- 
fore, constantly vvalked with the Major^ 
and before she was aware of being in 
danger^ had disposed of her heart; for 
she was sp unacquaipted with the man* 
oers of society^ that she knew no reason 
why she should disguise her feelings. 
Cvery one was so taken up with viewing 
the beautiful paintings of the Dutch and 
Flemish schools^ that they did not notice 
M^hat was going forward ; and Hubertine 
and the Major had come to a full ex- 
ptttoatioo of the sentiments which they 
entertainiqd for each other, before the ex- 
piration of the week. The Count de 
Belgrade was an amiable man^ and cal- 
culated to make the marriage stale happy, 
as he possessed a good heart and many 
valuable qualifications ; but he had paid 
no more attention to Hubertine d'Arram- 
bert than to the rest of the party* It had 
been agreed for some years that one 
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ihould be his wife> and he had no idea 
that any thing could prevent an alliande, 
which was very desirable^ as the Baron 
d'Arrambert's estates joined his^ and 
some land^ which the Count de BelgradiB 
had long been anxious to pocsess^ was to 
be part of Hubertine's portion. 

An awful bell announced that the mom* 
ing was arrived when Mademoiselle de 

m 

Colbert was to resign the pomp arid va-* 
nities of this wicked worlds and the party 
were summoned to the content of Notre 
Dame; but the multitude which were 
assembled in the hope of obtaining per- 
mission to see the beautiful girl make ber 
vows was so great as to. render it difficult 
to gain admittance. . As soon as it was 
known that the Baroness d'Arrambert 
and her party were waitings measures 
were taken to procure them an enjrftnee. 
I^aces had been prepared for them in a 
gallery opposite to the spot where Sophia 
do Colbert was to take her station. The 
chapel was filled with novices^ who were 
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decorating it with ornameiits and fLoyrersi 
and at the upper end was an eiBinence 
covered with a rich carpet^ where the 
object who had brought »o raanj specta- 
tors was to be seated. The ceremony 
that followed was most imposing : the 
father and brother of the devoted yic* 
tim were both present^ and weeping: 
they were dressed in deep mournmg, and 
the English friends found great difficulty 
in refraining from joining them in tears. 
Their attention was now roused by the 
most solemn airs being performed on a 
fine-toned organ^ accompanied by some 
of the most harmonious voices which 
they had ever heard^ and immediately 
afterwards the procession commenced. 
The lady abbess first made her appear* 
ance, followed by all the nuns; after 
these came all the novices and the chil- 
dren educated in the convent; then So- 
phia de Colbert^ holding a lighted taper 
in her hand. She was conducted by two 
sisters to the altar> which was nearly in 
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the centre of the chapel^ where she re- 
mained some time at her devotions^ after 
^hich the superior of the convent of 
St. Dominique addressed the novice with 
great feeling : the exhortation wras re- 
plete with imaflTected eloquence^ and So* 
phia gave the most steady attention. She 
then advanced between two of the nuns^ 
and made her profession in distinct and 
islear language^ meeklj kneeling before 
the priest. Prajers followed. 

The proper dress of the order was laid 
OB a table. The lady abbess took off 
the white veil from Sophia, and placed 
on. her head a black one ; .a belt and 
beads were fastened round her waist^ and 
the priest sprinkled the devotee with 
holy water. She then delivered to him 
a box containing all the rich and valuable 
ornaments which she had worn while in 
the world.: the holy man stamped on 
them with the greatest indignation^ and 
she trampled them under her feet^ as 
being now unworthy of her attention* Se* 
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Teral grand choruses succeeded bjr the 
priests and nuns; and mass was per* 
formed in the most superb manner^ and 
with all its priestly ornaments. The fa- 
ther and brother of the beautiful victim 
came in the hope of prevailing on Sophia, 
even at the altar^ to change her resolptioo^ 
in the fond hope that parental.and brother- 
ly affectioli w'ouM predomiaate over her 
religious yows^ and induce her to return 
to her afflicted: relatives. Thej placed 
themselves in a conspicuous part of the 
chapel ; but the novice viras so intent 
on the duties she. was then performing 
that the ceremony was .nearly finished be* 
fore they met her attention. When thej 
did attract her notice^ she withdrew her 
eyes with great precipitation ; for a mo- 
ment she appeared agitated^ but> as if re- 
collecting herself, with a haste and reso- 
lution which confounded her relationsj 
she arose from her kneeling attitude^ and, 
havingiratired a S^w. paces back^ threw 
hqrs^lf at full length on the carpetj witU 
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her face to the ground : humbled thuv 
to the earthy she kissed it, to signify her 
lo^fness of spirit; and to pro^?e that she 
had renounced all the vanities and follies 
^f this world. The passing-bell began 
to toll^ and she was covered with a pall, 
as if the breath of life Iwd reallj de- 
parted from her. 

The eouHtenance« of (iie father and 
brother at this moment were such as U% 
excite the most powerful commiseration : 
despair was painted in ever j feature ; to 
speak was impossible^ for the power of 
articulation was suppressed. The whok 
congregation became extremely affected 
at this part of the ceremony>and for soma 
minutes an awful silence prevailed. 

The burial service was cbaunted in the 
most solemn manner : the organ> assisted 
bj thfe vocal powers of Ihe priests and 
nuns> seemed to exalt the soul. At last 
Sophia raised her eyes and fixed them on 
her father and brother ; and at this in* 
fitant it might be'discovered that nfttlira 
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was not extiQct in ber breast.. Her frame 
shook^ her heart was agoniied, and she 
was unable io repress ber sighs. This 
was too much for the miserable parent; 
he sunk seaseless into the arms of his 
son^ and was instantly conveyed from the 
scene which had caused him such heart*^ 
piercing sorrow. 

This event interrupted the ceremony for 
sometime : poor Sophia was led to a 
chair^ and prayed most devoutly : ber 
soul bad overcome trials which demanded 
the assistance of every surrounding ob- 
ject^ rather than to experience those feel* 
iogs which only served to afflict her. 

The sacrament was now administered 
with all the solemnities of the Catholic 
Church. This ended, St. Tber^se, ( the 
ap{>ellatioD by which^ in future, Sophia 
de Colbert was to be known) arose^ 
kissed the priest's garrpent, bowed to the 
crucifix^ then to the lady abbess, the 
nuns^ novices and pensioners, and some 
young ladies who resided in the convisnt 
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strewed flowers over them as they pro* 
' ceeded to the last ceremony^ that of 
crownings supposed to be emblematical 
of that crown of glory which is to be 
the reward of the good io the world to 
come. 

The rest of the day was passed ia in- 
nocent festivity^ to prove that the young 
nun felt no regret in having renounced 
the world. Indeed^ her whole deport- 
ment was such as to eoilvince the specta-* 
tors that in changing her plan in life she 
had only varied her happiness. 

^^ How happy is the blameless vestal's lot, 
^^ The world forgotten, by the world foi^got ; 
<^ Eternal sunshiae of tbp spotless mind, 
<^ Each pray'r accepted, and each wish resigned. 

^^ Labour and rest at equal periods keep, 
^' Obedient slumbers, that can wake and weep ; 
^^ Desires composed, ajflfections ever even, [▼ca« 
. <^ Tears that delight, and sighs which waft to hea« 

^^ Grace shines arouad iier with serenest beams, 
*^ And whispering angels prompt her golden dreattl • 
<^ For her th' unfading rose of Eden blooms, 
<< Aud wings of Seraphs shed diviae perftunes. 
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'^ For her tlie spoase prepares the bridal riogy 
** For her white virgins hymeneal sing ; 
'' To sonnds of heav'oly harp she dies away, 
<< And melts in visions of eternal day." 

The expence of the entertainment is aK 
ways defrayed hy the nun, and Madame 
d'Arrambert had been very liberal to her 
friend on this occasion ; she and her 
lovely daughters were of course invited, 
and the priest from the neighbouring 
convent, with a few friends, composed 
the party. 

The English, who were of the Bar 
roness's party, returned in a roost melan- 
choly state of mind : it appeared to 
them as one of the most sorrowful sights 
which they had ever beheld ; and they 
were shocked to think that the young and 
beautiful Josephine was in a few years 
to go through the same awful cere- 
mony. 

They expressed these sentijnents to the 
Count de Belgrade, who was really a 
fine young man, 9'Ud for whom Colonel 
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Honeywood had a great esteem^ M^hich 
M^as however materially lessened when he 
heard the€ount declare that he thought 
it very proper to sacrifice children to the 
life of a cloister v^hen the parents could 
not give them ample fortunes without in- 
juring the dignity of their family hy less- 
ening the $on*s inheritance. 

This induced Major Godefroi to in-* 
quire whether Sophia de Calbert had 
been the victim of family pride. The 
Count assured him tliat her seclusion pro* 
ceeded from choice ; that her father had 
an immense fortune^ and only two chil* 
dren. Sophia lost her mother when 
she was an infant^ had been educated at 
the s^e convent with the Baroness d'Ar- 
rambert^ and had resided much with her 
friend since she married. To the great 
surprise of every one^ she determined to 
leave tlie world : every person was igno- 
rant of her intention till a few. weeks be- 
fore she entered *the convent of Notre 
Dame : she had always a penaive turn of 



HftlGHTON ITC AN UPROAR. 49 

fflind^ and was fond of retirement ; but 
the general opinion was^ that she had a 
partiality for a young man^ who was 
drowned about two years before. ,Ta 
dissipate their melancholy reflections^ 
the gentlemen took a walk into the coun- 
try^ and proposed to pass by the house of 
the Baron de Colbert to inquire after his 
health. They were concerned to hear 
that be had continued for some time in 
fits J and was supposed to be in a yery 
dangerous state^ his son having just sent 
for additional medical assistance. 

On their return to Antwerp^ they 
found Madame d'Arrambert alone : she 
had left her daughters in the convent^ as • 
she proposed returning to Brussels the 
next day. Her deportment was more 
grave than usual, and the traces of recent 
tears were visible on her still beauteous 
face. 

The Major inquired how she had left 
St. TherfeseT *' To all appearance/' she 
saidj '' perfectly happy. Indeed^ I am cock 

VOL. I. D 
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vinced that Sophia has chosen a life best 
suited to her character and disposition ; 
but I confess 1 could not help beia^ 
much aflfected at taking my kave of her : 
my poor Josephine I fe^r k not so well 
calculated to find happiness in the secl/i* 
sion of a convent as my friend."' 

The party called at the convent the 
following mornings when they saw St. 
Therese and Maden^iselle d'Arrambert. 
Hubertine was to be married in three 
months ; but though the Count de Bel- 
grade took his leave of her with great 
politeness^ yet any person might discover 
that thb was to be a match of conve* 
nience^ not affection. 

Soon afterwards Major Godefroi maje 
his friend acquainted with what had 
passed between him and Mademoiselle 
d'Arrambert; and it was decided that 
Colonel Uoneywood should speak to the 
lady's father on the subject. The Ma- 
jor a^ked for no fortune^ but requested 
that Josephine might have what bad 
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been intended for her sister. The Ba- 
ron d'Arrambert made no objection^ and 
eonsented to what^ he Mras toldj would 
make one child happy by marrying the 
mail of her choice^ and the other equally 
10 b J giving her the option of remaining 
in the worlds or ending her days in Nos- 
tra Dame. However j when Madame 
d'Arrambert was consulted, she gave a 
decided negative ; she had rather follow 
her child to the grave than see her 
united Ho a heretic. As this objection 
was insurmountable. Major Godefroi 
contrived to see Hubertioe, and inform 
her of the ill-success of his application. 
She really disliked her cousin, the Count 
de Belgrade, and a little persuasion in- 
duced her to elope yfith the Major. Se- 
veral pf the British officers assisted, mea* 
sures being taken to elude the vigi- 
lance of the abbess, and Ilubertine was 
conveyed out of the Empecor's domi- 
nions. Arriving at Amsterdam, she was 
to Major Godefroi, who imme* 
d3 
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diately conducted her to his family in 
England^ where thej were again mar-, 
ried previously to his returniDg to join 
the army in Flanders. Madame d^Arram* 
bert could never be prevailed on to for- 
give or to see her daughter ; and Jose- 
phine soon became the wife of the 
Count de Belgrade : her fortune received 
considerable increase by the Major re- 
fusing to accept of any with Huber- 
tine. 

Mrs. Godefroi's situation when her 
husband left England was by no mfeans 
enviable. She was left with her sister-in- 
law^ who had both a decided antipathy 
to Foreigners and Catholics ; and, having 
▼ery contracted ideas^ it was not. likely 
that the lively animated manners of Hu- 
bertine should meet with their approba- 
tion. It was also some time before the 
Major's uncle^ the Bishop of E— , could 
be prevailed on to admit her into his pre- 
sence ; Hubertine therefore contemplated 
with delight the moment when her hitf" 
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band should return ; anticip$iting in that 
event that all her sorrows would be at an 
end. But disappointment was jet in store 
for her^ for when he arrived^ be was ex- 
tremely ill, a wound which he had re- 
ceived having' so injured his constitution 
that he lingered with a consumptive com- 
plaint for many years^ when he left 
his widovir with four children. Huber- 
tine^ the youngest^ was born in the same 
week in which her father expired^ and 
was immediately sent to a relation of her 
mother's^ who was then residing in the 
Dominican Convent at Calais, where she 
remained till she was five years of age. 

Mrs. Godefroi was still a beautiful 
woman, and possessed all the fascinating 
manners of the French^ was very fond of 
company and devoting her whole time to 
pleasure. Her two sons went into the 
army ; the eldest into the third regiment 
of Guards^ and the younger into the 
twenty-: fifth regiment of foot. Her 
daughter married an officer in the Horse- 

j)3 
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guards when only fifteen years of age. 
Hubertine was several years younger 
than her brothers or sister^ and not hay- 
ing been nursed at home^ had seldom 
been with them ; neither did her mother 
feel the same affection for her as for her 
other children. It was likewise repre- 
sented to Major Godefroi's family thai 
Hubertine's education was neglected^ 
and that she was not treated with that 
kindness and affection that her tender 
years required. They therefore made 
application to the lord chancellor^ who 
nominated proper guardians to superin* 
tend the education of Hubertine ; and 
9he was taken from her mother^ and 
placed at Mrs. Pugh's school, at Great 
Baddow> in Essex. In that lady's affec- 
tion and kindness Hubertine found the 
tender care of a mother. She remained 
at Baddow till nearly fourteen years Of 
age^ when she separated from her friend 
and instructress w}th great regret. 
Ske then went to reside with one of 
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her guardiam, Mr Stanton^ a gentleniMi 
high in the law. He had a wife and 
six children; and Hubertine not only 
found here an eligible home, but she was 
in e?ery respect treated the same as his 
^mn daughters. To enumerate the many 
irirtues which this family possessed^ and 
the innumerable kindnesses which she 
received from them^ would take up several 
pages. Her ether guardian was a bishop, 
and it was^ his orders that she should 
only be permitted to see her mother and 
sister occasionally^ as they almost kept 
open house, frequented balls, masque-* 
rades, and all fashionable places of 
amusement ; and be thougbt hie ward too 
^oung to enter into such scenes of dissi- 
pation, Mr. Stanton was of the same 
opinion, and partly compljed with his 
lordship's wishes ; but he was himself a 
father, and could feel the full force of 
parental love. Therefore when Mrs. 
Godefroi pleaded to have her daughter 

with her, he frequently granted her re-* 

©4 
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quest: and although Hubertiae never 
slept out^ of her guardian's house, she 
passed the greater part of her time with 
her mother and sister. Her brother-in- 
law. Captain H, resided in May*fair ; he 
plajed deep, visited persons of high rank 
and fashion^ and Hubertineof course had 
soon a numerous acquaintance^ 

Among those who were most. intimate 
with Captain H. was Charles Fitzo;sfborn^ 
who Was the second son of a merchant* 
He paid great attention to Hubertine; 
and in a few months the young peopte 
became much attached to «ach other. 
Her sister was the only person who knew 
of this partiality, and it was carefully 
concealed from the guardians of Hubef* 
tine. At last Fitzosborn was detejmined 
to ask his father's consent to marr;^ Miss 
Godefroi; but he met with a refusal. 
She received this intelligence in a letter 
from Fitzosborn; and the same day she 
had a visit from Mr. Mac Namara, a so- 
licitor This gentleman informed her 



BRIGHTON IN. AN UPBOAR. 57 

that old Fitzosborn bad desired him to 
assure her^ the only objection be bad to 
receiving her as his son's wife was^ her 
fortune being too small^ as he had a large 
family to provide for ; and he could not 
consent to their marrying without ob* 
taining more money than she possessed ; 
that the young Fitzosborn bad been ac* 
customed Xq all the luxuries of life^ vras 
Tery extravagant^ and consequently that 
their union could only terminate in ruin 
to botb parties. Those who have really 
loved can only form an idea of what were 
the feelings of Hubertine ; she was in- 
deed miserable : her attachment to Charles 
Fitzosborn was most sincere; she had 
never known the blessing of residing 
dther with father^ mother, brother, or 
sister ; her's was not' a divided affection. 
Fitzosborn was the first person who had 
awakened in her bosom warmer senti* 
Qients than those of esteem ; and she felt 
that iu losing his society she was bereft 
of all that could make this life desirable. 

p5 ^ 
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When her guardians were informed of 
what had passed^ they were angry with 
her for encouraging the attentions of any 
person^ without their knowledge. Her 
father^s family neuter forgave her, as 
they eoDsidered it an indignity to them 
that she should be refused to be received 
into the family of a merchant, as they 
piqued themselves that none of their an« 
cestors had ever been in trade. One of 
her cousins had written a challenge to 
Fitzosbornj and his valet-mentioning the 
circumstance to Hubertine, she prevailed 
on the rauk to give it to bis master's sis- 
ter, and her ioterference^ prevented its 
being sent. 

Hubertine was compelled to disguise 
her feelings, as they only created anger 
ii»tead of exciting commiseration ; but 
she was agreeably surprised by Fitxos** 
born, a few days after, appointing a time 
to meet her at her. sister's. They met, 
and past misery was obliterated by an- 
ticipation of future happiness. It wai - 
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agreed that they should \i^ait till some 
favourable cbange took place^ and Mrs. 

H coBsented that thej should meet 

occasionally at her house; this they did 
for sometime^ but Hubertine being iu a 
continual state of anxiety^ her health vi- 
sibly declined. Her relations heard that 
she saw Fitzosborn at her sister'Sj and 
they prohibited her, on pain of their 
eiferlaating displeasure^ ever seeiag him 
again ; for if his father would offer mil* 
Kons they would never consent to her 
eoteriog into his family after having been 
once rejected. She knew the impropriety 
of these stolen interviews^ and at length 
determined io obtain her guardian's per- 
mission to leave England. She pleaded 
her desire of improving herself in the 
fine arts^ and they consented, provided 
thai she resided in a convent. An elderly 
lady, who had a great regard for Hu- 
bertine, went with her, and the South of 
France was fixed on for their residence, 
till Miss Godefrora- health should be re- 
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establiahed. They sailed for Bourdeaux, 
but as ibey sought for retirement^ they 
Only remained a short time in that city ; 
they then proceeded to St. Foy^ a beau- 
tiful fiimall town on the Banks of the 
Dordogne. Here Hubertine recovered 
her, health; but neither herself or com- 
panion could gain admittance as boarders 
in the convent of Les Dames de la Foy, 
•as their order vrould npt allow them to 
take Protestants; otherv/ise, in right of 
her mother^ Hubertine could have de- 
manded an asylum with them. They; 
boweverj got lodgings near the convent, 
and the greater part of their time was 
passed with the ladies of that monastery. 
Hubertine read^ worked^ and drew with 
them ; she also studied music : . in short, 
this was the happiest period of Miss 
Godefroi's life. Every post brought her 
letters from Charles Fitzosbora, whilst 
herjhours were dedicated to improvement, 
in the delightful anticipation that she 
was gaining knowledge and aceompliBh* 
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ments that would render ber a more 
pleasing companion to tbe object of her 
affections: 

When her health was- sufficiently esta* 
blished^ she left St. Foj^ as the Marquis 
de St. Valere had made her an offer of 
bis hand ; and although he had been, re- 
fusedj be would not forbear intruding 
upon her. This determined ber to return 
to the Dominican convent iii Calais, at 
which place Fit20sborn came to see her, 
and his attention was such, as to convince 
her, that no alteration bad taken plajce in 
his sentiments since she bad last seen 
him. 

Hubertine continued to devote all ber^ 
time to tbe improvement of ber miod : 
she learnt Italian, read Ancient and Mo- 
dern History; in short, every moment 
Wfis employed in tbe hope of giving plea- 
sure to Fitzosborn. With this impres- 
sion, it is impossible to describe her find- 
ings, when she was informed that a per- 
son had a parcel which he could only 
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deliver into her hands : shei went to the 
parlour, where she saw an English 
groom : demanding his business^ he an- 
swered that he was servant to Lord 
Gompton, bht the parcel came from Mr. 
Charles Fitzosborn. She opened it with 
the fond expectation of hearing of his 
health and -happiness, when the first ob- 
ject which attracted her notice was her 
own picture^ with a few Hoes in the co* 
ver to request that his might be returned 
to him, and also his letters, as he had^ 
enclosed her's. 

Astonishment seemed to petrify all her 
faculties; she became a perfect statue, 
and had neither power to articulate or 
move. The parcel fell* from her bands, 
and she sunk without motion into a chair. 
The gMom felt for her situation, and 
rang jthe coaven t-bell violen tl j. Her. old 
friend, Mrs. Grant, was called, and 
Huibertine was carried to her apartment 
hi a stupor. Na tears could she shed ; 
she seemed iosensihlQ to all surroundiog 
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objects^ and the physician compelled 
them to endeavour to rouse her attention^ 
bj produciog the picture and papers 
which had. occasioaed her malady. 

^^ The tempest in my mind 

'^ Doth from my senses take all feeling else, 

^^ Save what beats there : 

^^ For where the grater malady is fix'd, 

^^ The lesser is scarce felt." 

The tempest ini Hubertine's miod re* 
mained in this alarming state for several 
weeks^ during which period Mrs. Grant 
wrote b<^h to Fitzosborn and to his fa- 
theV^ but no notice was taken of the ap* 
plication. 

Report said that Charles Fitxosborn 
bad met with a lady at a watering-pVace> 
with whom he had flirted, and that her 
brother interfered, and insisted upon his 
marrying her. Another was, that Hu* 
bertioe's brothers and sister had been m 
extravagant add dissipated, that Fits- 
osbora's father had convinced him that 
be would find 00 happiness in an alliaoce 
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with such connections; but these were 
onlj reports^ for Hubertine never knevr 
from what cause Charles Fitzosboru had 
thus doomed her to wretchedness. 

Her character became quite changed ; 
she could hot settle to any thing : read- 
ing, drawing, and needle-work^ were all 
neglected. Music had such an effect on 
her spirits, that if ^ by chance . she heard 
the sound of an instrument she wept bit- 
terly. In this situation of mind, her 
friends, the Abbess and St. Victoire, 
thought it a favourable opportunity to 
prevail on her to embrace the Cathdiic 
faith, and leave a world in which she 
. could only meet with perfidy and deceit 
Most gladly would she have taken the 
veil, but Mrs. Grants informing her 
guardians of what was likely to bappeo> 
they desire(^, that if she could not pre* 
vail on Hubertine to return to England^ 
that she would make a tour, as probably 
change of scene might restore to hev that 
serenity which she had lost. 
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Mrs« -Graot loved Hubertioe as a 
daughter^ and had long i¥ished to see 
her onited to the Baron de St. Aubert> a 
jouog man virho had shewn a great par* 
tiality for her; therefore she coatriyed 
to make a party for the intended expe- 
dition^ in which the Baron de St. Aubert 
and his mother should form a part. They 
visited all Picardy^ and then remained 
sometime with Hubertine's relations in 
Flanders. Her uncle at this time held 
the saoae office that his brother had filledj 
and the Archduchess at this period also 
held her court at Brussels. The Baron 
d'Arrambert presented his niece to her ; 
and if Hubertine could have forgotten 
Charles Fitzosborn, she might have been 
happy. She was by no means a beauty^ 
hut her person and accomplishments were 
suth as to attract admiration ; added to 
^hich, as her uncle had no children, 
and was chancellor of the *Low Countries^ 
it was presumed that her fortune would 
not be contemptible. She had already 
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eight thousand pounds^ ivhteh^ though 
it was not reckoned much in England^ 
was thought a handsome fortune in a 
foreign country, and her connections io 
Brussels placed her in the first rank of 
society. 

The Baroness de St. Aubert was ex- 
tremely fond of Hubertine. The Baron 
was an only child, and she knew bis hap- 
piness depended on his marrying Miss 
Godefroi. The old lady pleaded his 
cause most powerfully, and her uncle 
approved of her espousing a foreigner. 
She therefore felt that she could make no 
reasonable objection to uniting berself to 
the Baron de St. Aubert; but the idea. of 
entering into any matrimonial engage- 
ment was to her dreadful ; for although 
his name never passed her lips, yet Fitz- 
osborn was never from her thoughts. 
She was, however, so importuned bj 
Madame de St« Aubert and her uncle, 
that she determined to sacrifice her own 
feelings, as she had now given 'up nfl 
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idea of happiness. She therefore can- 
didly told the baron every thing vhich 
bad passed ; the strong attachment which 
she feared she still felt for Fitsosboro^ 
whom she would endeavour to obliterate 
from her recollection^ and if he could^ 
after such a recital^ wish to have her^ 
she would consent to become his wife on 
that day twelve months. So far from 
objecting, he was delighted at obtaining 
such a promise. All the party were re« 
joiced that she had given her consent ; 
feasting^ dancing, and all sorts of amuse- 
ments, were resorted to during their re- 
sidence in the Low Countries ; and, from 
being of a retired habit, Hubertine be- 
came absolutely dissipated, frequenting 
all public amusements, and never easy 
bat when in large companies. In fact, 
she frequented these gay assemblies, be- 
cause she felt it now her duty to forget 
Fitzosborn y and it was only in scenes of 
feasting and mirth that he was for one 
xnoment absent fr#m her mind. It is 
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difficult to describe ber feelings : she 
thought of him with no sentinaent of 
anger; he was dear to her recoUecttoD, 
and i;irith pleasure would she hare re-- 
signed her existence to promote his wel- 
fare; she wished to be assured that he 
was happy^ although married to another. 
On her returning to Calais she found 
some very kind letters from her father's 
family^ expressing their approbation of 
her having accepted the Baron de St. 
Aubert, and being no longer in the dis* 
graceful situation of keeping up a cor* 
resppndence with a' man^ whose father 
objected to her becoming one of his fa- 
mily ; that she would now be in a rank 
of life superior to Fitzosborn^ and hoping 
that she would notj on any account^ ever 
see or write to him again. Hubertioe 
now determined to remain in England till 
she married^ and it was about this period 
that her guardian^ the late Mr. Stanton, 
died^ and also one of his daughters, who 
had accompanied Miss Godefxoi. H^^ 
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death was a melancholy one : she, with 
Hubertiue and Mrs. Grant, left Calais 
about five o'clock in the evening, and 
got to Dover in the night. The next 
morning Mrs. Grant rose earlj, as she 
wished to dine in London, but a scene 
sl^e little expected frustrated her inten* 
'ioo. Oa calling on Miss Stanton to rise, 
sbe was alarmed at not being able to ob- 
tain any reply: she entered her roonij 
but still no answer could she obtain to 
any question; the young lady only gave 
ber a vacant stare, and the motions she 
^side indicated that she suffered great 
P^iQ* A physician was sent for, who 
pronounced that her indisposition pro* 
<^eeded either from having taken too 
iQUch opium, or having broken a vessel 
^ the head, by the straining, produced 
l)ysea»sickness. Other advice was called 
% but all the exertions made to save her 
proved of no avail, and a few hours ter- 
minated her existence. An express had 
^eo gent for Mrs. Stanton^ as soon ». 



70 VBIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 

the doctor had declared that his patient 
was in danger: she^ v^ith four of her 
children^ arrived the same day that Miss 
Stanton expired* This interview between 
Mrs. Stanton and Hubertine proved to be 
most sorrowful ; the former deplored the 
loss of a beloved daughter^ and the. latter 
lamented a friend whom she had loved as 
a sister^ whose amiable disposition^ ele- 
gant accomplishments .and manners^ ren* 
deredher an invaluable companion. What 
added^ if possible^ to the melancholj 
catastrophe^ was^ that the cause of Miss 
Stantoa's dissolution was qever rightly 
ascertained. The medical gentlemen 
wished to open the head^ but strong ob- 
jections were made to this bj an auntj 
who had accompanied the familjr to 
Dover. 

Three week^ elapsed before Mrs- Stan* 
ton departed from Kent. The Baton de 
St. Aubert^ as soon as h^e was iafo/med , 
of the melancholy event that had taken 
pjace^ was anxious to join Hubei^ine; 
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bat this she "ivould not permit^ as she 
was resolved to go to a. cousin of her's 
who resided in Wiltshire. She was in 
hopes, bj beiQg with Mr. and Mrs* 
Banter^ that she should be recoDciled to 
the rest of her family^ ail of whom she 
had displeased by encouraging Charles 
Fitasosborn, after she had be^n rejected 
hy his father. 

When the funeral was over^ the party 
prooeeded to London. As Hubertine had 
not been for semetime in England « she 
had several purchases to make^ besides 
^njT commissions which she had to exe- 
cute for her friends in France. She also 
bespoke her wedding- paraphernalia; a 
Wdsome chariot was also ordered; and 

m 

every morning was occupied with shop- 
ping. She had heard that Fitzosborn 
Was soon to be married^ and she sincerely 
prayed that it might prove for his bap- 
l^ness; yet^ while he remained singlej 
she had still hopes. , She reasoned with 
herself on the subject^ and although she 
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confessed that should he even again re- 
turn to her, no dependance could be 
placed in a character which did not pos- 
sess stability; and to a disposition like 
her's, if after marriage he neglected her, 
she should be a most wretcked and mi- 
serable creature. Yet such was 'her in-. 
fatuation, 4hat sh)e would much rather 
have been his wife, in the most indigent 
circumstances, than united to anjr other 
person in the greatest afl9uence* She 
wished, yet dreaded to meet him; and 
the day previous tp her leaving town, as 
she was coming out of a music-shop in 
the Strand, she saw him with bis elder 
brother. They did not even bow ; and 
for the first time in her life, Hubertine 
felt angry with Charles Fitzosborn. This 
was a decided insult in her opinion ; and 
if the Baron de St. Aubert had made his 
appearairce at that moment, in'her pre* 
sent state of mind^ she would most Wil- 
lingly have become his l)ride. 
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CHAP. III. 

All! whjy my beart, thus nurse a flame^ 

Which reason should remove? 
Why dwells remembrance on a name 

I dare no longer love? 

Yet, ah! the bands affection woto 
Were twin'd with erery thought ; 

While hope to guard the blossom strove^ 
Her fostering sunshine brought. 

Paatt* 



HvBERTiNC did not depart for Wilt- 
shire in the best spirits in the world, for 
Charles Fitzosborn, iiot taking any 
notice of her^ had wounded her pride. 
She was received with great affection by 
Mr. and Mrs. Banter^ and every day they 
were engaged to formal dinner parties^ 
whtch^ with other visiting, took up the 

VOL. I. £ 
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greater part of their time. They also 
attended Salisbury races, so that during 
the first month of Hubertine being ia the 
country they were constantly engaged. 

The Baron de St. Aubert was a regular 
correspondent ; she allowed he bad great 
merits and was deserving of her undivid** 
ed affection: his mother treated ber with 
the greatest respeet, and declared that to 
see her son united to Hubertine was the 
wish nearest her heart. She was convinc- 
ed that the family she was about to enter 
would do every thing which depended on 
them^ to contribute to her comfort and 
happiness ; and she preferred residing in 
France to remaining in England. The 
Baron de St. Aubert was very handsome, 
and had received a liberal education. 
Both her English and Foreign relatives 
approved of the match, and preparations 
were making for its completion. Had 
Hubertine never known" Fitzosborn, the 
Baron de St. Aubert would assuredly have 
been the object of her choice;* his beha- 
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viour to her was generous and delicate, 
and she was sure that she should 
bave no reason to repent of any engage- 
ment which she entered into with him ; 
hut, strange as it mustappear^ having seen 
Charles Fitzoshorn, although he treated 
ber with neglect^ and not eyen with coni«« 
mon civil itjj it had brought past scenes 
so forcibly to her recollection^ that she 
fearedj in giving her hand to the Baron, 
ihe should not make him happy^ whilst 
ibe would herself be perfectly miserable, 
as she was now convinced that neither 
absence or neglect could obliterate from 
ber memory the recollection of Fitzos« 
born. 

She wras in this agitated state of mind 
when two letters were presented to her, 
the one from Charles Fitzosborn, the 
other from his father. They were pre- 
cisely on the same subject; that if she 
would give up all claims to Fitzosbom, 
and proniise never in future to receive any 
addresses from him, that his fathex wotild 
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take liiiii ffi^o {rarttiefBhip^ ttubertine'i 
apirit now indeed tMe ; this wais a cruel 
insult ; bad she not bedn twice f ejected^ 
(the last time no feason assigned fotsuch 
tfeaptment) and now to Wound her ieeU 
ings by such a requdst^ ojp^eared to her 
a refinement mi craelty. Sheimmediateljr 
replied to Mr. Fitzosbornj inclosing bis 
own and son's letter^ and expressing her- 
self in such language as must convince 
jiim he had nothing to fear from any at- 
tachment that his son bad or might have 
for her. To Charles Fitzosborn she gave 
no answer^; her pride^ and the situation she 
stood in with the Baron "St* Aobert, for- 
bade her painting the agony of her -feel- 
ings to him ; for^ althodgh he had render- 
ed her for ever miserable^ she coul^ w^ 
bring herself to write any thing whii^h 
might give him pain. Her relations were 
averse to her taking notice of either of 
the letters^ but- for her to treat the father 
of Fitzosborn with disrespect was im^ 
possible. £very thing was now at ao 
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ead between ber aod Fitzo&boru: she had 
pledged .her honour in the most solemn 
manner, that in future she would neither 
correspond with him or receive his visits, 
and at this moment b«r existence was a 
load which she would gladly have resign- 
ed; but the trials of her heart were not t? 
ead here. 

The following inoming she was desired 
to attend a youn^ gentlemao^ who had 
just arrived in a posVcha^se and four^ 
apparently in great haste. He refused 
giving his namCj said his business wa^s 
urgent^ aod he roust see Miss Godefrof 
iminediately. When she entered the room 
^he Vfjks surprkned to see Charles Fitzos- 
born^ and her astonishment gained addi- 
tional force at his informinig her^ that not 
having had any answer to a letter which 
he had addressed to her^ he come to im- 
plore that dbe virould give him ' such a 
release as would prove to bis father that 
she had no claims on him. This he en- 
treated to have immediateljr, as ao!sa» 

k3 
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family arrangements were then takitig 
place. Miss Godefroi convinced hira 
that she had satisfied his father on this 
headj and he took his leave. This was 
the last time she saw Fitzosborn. That 
such a meeting was most distressing to 
her may easily be believed ; but she was 
compelled to smother her feelings, as ber 
relation^ had no compassion for her^ ai 
they thought that she wanted that proper 
pride which every female ought to pos- 
sess 01(1 a similar occasion. Fitzosboro 
was scarcely departed before Mr. and 
Mrs. Banter gave her to understand that 
they should no longer request her re* 
sidence with them^ than while she adhered 
to her engagements with the Baron de 
St. Aubert ; and that in future Cbarleft 
Fitzosborn could not be received into 
their house. This rebuke obliged ber to 
explain to them from what cause his ap- 
pearance originated. 

Hubertine at this period was indeed aii 
object qf . the greatest ' compassion; 
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deserted by the man she fondly loved^ and 
compelled either to marry the Baron de 
St. Aubert^ or disoblige all her relations. 
In the retirement of the country she could 
not fly from herself; there were no pub- 
lic places open that she could resort to 
for the purpose of dissipating her ideas ; 
every hour she regretted the past^ and VfM 
more averse io the future. Soon after 
this she was informed that Fitzosborn 
VTM married ; in fact^ he had been long 
the same as ilead to her : she heard that 
his wife was amiable^ and that he had 
every prospect of being happy ; she fer- 
vently prayed that he might be so. Sfa« 
mourned his loss as a departed friend^ 
but her heart could never form another 
attachment. 

At this period she had a most melan< 
choly letter from the. Baron de St Au<* 
bert ; it was written in absolute despair^ 
and contained the most soul- afflicting in- 
telligence. The enormiticss committed 
by the friends of liberty became every 
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day more horrible. Madame de Lamballe 
was his near relation ; he was also par* 
tial to her for her charitable, disposition^ 
her grace£ul manaery and the numerous 
Tirtues which she possessed. Qnlj thQ 
malicious and the envious could accuse 
her of failings, the shadow of whicb 
seyer passed her mind^ but it was suffici- 
ent to be |he favourite of a queen^ to ba 
pre-eminent for grace^ talents^ and beaut jj 
to becom^^ the subject of secret malignity 
or open detraction ; for it is a rula 
always to abuse those whose merit is b^(^ 
ter rewarded than the defamers. St« 
Aubert considered Madame de Lamballa 
as a p^teQt character; he knew that 
potveriy and sorrow in h^r ever found t 
friend^ that her benevolence even sur«. 
passed her neauty^ and when be learned 
that this exalted woman^ a pattern for her 
ses^ had been ruddy torn from the Haid 
de la force ^ where she had been consned 
tnd treated with the greatest indignity 
and cruelty^ to witness scenes too horiibJe 



for fancy to dwell on^ wd after viewing: 
the murderers pursuing their sanguinary 
desolations^ and putting questions to her 
which she could not satisfy theos by an^ 
swering; this so enraged the wretches 
that they stripped, insulted her, and put 
an end to her existence in a manner too 
dreadful to relate. The Baron de St 
Aubert gave this accoi^iit, and mentioned 
that his mother was anxious for him ta 
leave France as soon as possible^ and be 
trusted that Huberttne would, in the 
present crisis of affairs, see the propriety 
of acceding to bis wishes, by permitting, 
him to come immediately to England, 
and ratifying tbe^ engagements which 
would secure his happiness ; that his 
mother would follow as soqn as she 
could settle ber affairs, as. he could not 
think of Kturning to France, till some 
change had taken place in the govern* 
ment of that distracted country. 
' Hubertine lost no time in assuring the 
Baron de St. Auberithat she should 

x^& 
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glad to see him, and would with pl«a* 
Bure comply with his wishes. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bauter removed to their residence 
in Bath; and preparations ware made for 
the nuptials of Hubertine. The Baron 
arrived^ the day was fixed> and Miss 
Godefroi thought hjer fate was inevita- 
ble^ when news reached theni that Ma- 
dame de St. Aubert was conveyed to pri- 
sOQ^ and the estate seized on in ttie name of 
the Republic; that the Prince of Gonde 
was raising an army^ and that all the nobi- 
lity of distinction joined him. The Ba- 
ron de St. Aubert was grieved at this in* 
telligence ; but he would not involve 
Hubertine in the misfortunes of his house. 
The marriage was postponed; and be 
hastened to join the Prince of Conde. 

The parting from the Baron de St 
Aubert was among the most painful sen- 
sations, which Hubertine had ever expe- 
rienced. She had brought herself to 
consider him as her husband, protector^ 
and friend. His amiable qualificationi 
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ensured him the esteem of every person ; 
his generosity and goodness to her knew 
no bounds : he was going to face rather 
a banditti than a foe ; he had lost his fa- 
mily estates^ and^ in being separated from 
her^ Lis happiness. It appeared to her 
as if she was left alone in the world : 
she had no communication with her near 
relations: those with whom she was to 
reside were only cousins^ and she per* 
ceived that her stay with them would no 
onger be pleasant than while she could* 
contribute to their amusements, as the 
lady bad been a spoiled child^ and was 
also spoiled by her husband. She was 
capricious and overbearing^ and depended 
on those about her for entertainment, as 
she had no resources in herself. Huber- 
tine was extremely accomplished; she 
had in the convent learned all ^orts of 
fancy work, and the novelty of these 
trifles, for some time, amused her female 
relation, and she reigned as prime favou** 
rite: but Hubertioe was considerably 



84 BRiaHTOV IK AN UPROAR* 

younger than her cousin* and, being sia^ 
^le^ tbe men pai4 her more attention. 
The liberal education she bad received, 
a.nd the easj manners she h^d acquired 
ip Francf^ mftde her society to be 
courted by both ^exes ; and in a short 
time Mrs. Banter grew jealous of tbe at- 
tention which was paid to Miss Gode* 
froji. Her behaviour became totally 
changed ; she found fault v^ itb every 
t^ing which Hubertioe did; and the 
latter perceived that it waii impossible to 
give 3atisfactioq. Her situation became 
insiipportable^ for she had no friend ne^|r 
to whom she could apply for advice* 

^hfit 4^ual torment ta tbe ^ri^f of min,^ 
And pining anguish hid in gentle hearty . 

That inlyi'eeds itself urith thoughts^ nnkind^ 
And nourishes her own eonsuming smart t 

What medicine can any leech's art 

Yield auch a sore, that doth her grieTance bid«y 

And wiU to nancr ]ier malady impart ? 

She occasi<ma)ly heard froim the Baroo 
de St. Aubert ; but he had uq #afe pror 



#' 
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tection to ofibr her^ for France contioued 
a scene of blood and slaughter ; and he 
could not even mitigate his sufferings bj 
hearing from her, aa^ should her letters 
be intercepted, his life would be the for- 
feit. Manj of his relations had alreadj 
died martyrs to their king and country, 
and »he had every reason to dread that 
the same wretched fate awaited birau 
Hubertine's sister was in Holland ; for 
from the extravagance of both partief. 
Captain H. had been obliged to leave 
£ng1and, and he had the good fortune to 
be appointed to a lucrative post under go- 
vernment in that country* Hubertine de» 
ter mined to go to them^ concluding that 
there she might have it in her power to 
gain sonae intelligence of the Baron de 
St. Aubert. Change of country would 
occupy her mind ; and she was strc^gly 
. induced to leave her present abode, aod 
get rid of the addresses of an old Irish 
nobleman, whom her relations thought 
would prove a desirably allianoe, by ^^ 
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grandizing the family. Hubertine vfM 
of a different opinioDj for she had no wish 
ever to change her situation ; but if she 
did, she felt herself bound in honour to the 
Baron de St. Aubert: for although pre- 
viously to his leaving her he had noblj 
and generously released her from all en- 
gagements^ she determined to marry ne 
other. 

As soon as she made her intentions 
known of going to Holland; her relations 
expressed the greatest sorrow at parting 
from her ; for though her cousin had been 
such a spoiled daughter and wife, so that 
she preserved no command over a natural, 
violent disposition^ she possessed many 
amiable qualities : they separated oa 
the most friendly terms ; and Hubertine 
was obliged to promise that she would 
only make a short residence in Holland, 
and return to them. 

In the society of her sister and her ac« 
complished daughters, Hubertine felt a 
serenity to which she had long been a 



itranger ; and she resolved to make the 
Brill her home till the fate, of France 
was decided^ an event which was then 
thought at no great distance : but it 
seeined decreed . by Providence that Hu* 
bertine should only experience disap* 
pointxnents on this side of the grave. 

Six years had only elapsed since the 
Dutch had been in a state of insurrection : 
in fact^ it vir as still hidden^ only under a 
veil of well-dissembled loyalty^ waiting 
to shew itself when a convenient oppor** 
tunity offered ; and the time appeared as 
if it was now arrived. The disasters of are* 
cent campirign had created an abhorrence 
to the measures which the Stadtholder 
bad pursued ; and on seeing the reinforce- 
ments now preparing to join the army^ 
the disaffected Hollanders loudly vocife- 
rated— *' See what brave fellows are com- 
pelled to march to the shambles ! '^ This 
created in the soldiery a dispirited sort of 
alarm : they performed their preparations 
with visible reluctance and great delay : 
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they appeared disheartened, and looked 
upon their baggage waggons as if thej 
were taking a survey of their hearses* 
The drums and fifes, which so wonder* 
fully exhilirate the spirits on some, oc- 
casions, now sounded in their ears a dead 
march. The Stadtholder was alarmed 
at this appearance in his troops ; but 
complimenting them on their martial ap- 
pearance, he rallied their spirits^ and 
expressing the high sense he entertained 
of their renowned valour, told them that 
he considered them as the defenders of 
their country. His smiles and attention 
had the wished- for effect^ and they de- 
parted with more cheerfulness than could 
have been expected. But if even a few 
thousands of the inhabitants heaved a 
sigh for loyalty^ and prayed for a safe re* 
turn of those brave troops, and that they 
might be crowned with laurels, greater 
numbers scrupled not openly to express 
their wishes that they might be vaar 
quiahed* 
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The fury of party dow reigned Id Hol- 
land ; and. even the love of gain gave 
way to this infatuation* The richest 
merchants espoused the cause ef French 
liberty, although sensible that if the prin-^ 
ciples of equality were uniTersaliy adopt* 
ed, they must divide that wealth which 
they bad accumulated by years of indus- 
try with the SODS of freedom^ for they^ in 
fact^ could not be gainers^ but great losers. 

The situation which Captaia H. held 
in Holland made him very obnoxious to 
the Dutch ; and Hubertine saw that if 
very great changes did not soon take 
place on the continent^ that her sister and 
herself must be compelled to return to 
England. This she extremely regretted, 
as she was with relations and frienda 
whose pursuits were similar to her own« 
She waa passionately fDnd of music : se* 
veral emigrants were then at the Brill, 
who excelled in that delightful science^ 
and tbey ha^ frequent concerts and balls* 
A private theatre was attached to th« 
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house ; and as Mrs, H, was highly ac« 
complished^ and possessed fascinating 
manners^ she very often indulged her 
friends with tbebtrical amusements. 

The country appeared to be the resi- 
dence of peace and plenty : the well-* 
cultivated grounds, the beautiful white 
cottages, and comfortable farm houses, 
were objects highly pleasing ; and the 
water excursions were delightful. Hu- 
bertine preferred the society of the 
French^ as the Dutch parties were too 
formal to prove agreeable to her, and she 
had an invincible dislike to tobacco* The 
ceremony at these Dutch routs was in- 
supportable : the custom of sitting with 
the feet on a box containing a Btortf 
which is supplied with burning turf or 
live ashes, was intolerable ; and the gen- 
tlemen's spitting boxes were extremely 
disgusting. Fortunately these visits were 
not of long duration, as cjupper was never 
introduced : but when a supper was giveD> 
it always comprehended a card party# 
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TPith the enormous et cetera of' tea, cof- 
fee^ puDcb, cakes^ &c. all of ^bich were 
handed separately at least six or eight 
times to each person. These feasts ge- 
nerally begin about five ii the afternoon, 
and end about one in the morning, the 
whole of which time is passed in smoak*- 
ing and gormandizing. 

Captain H. in the course of a few 
months informed his family that it would 
be advisable to hold themselves in readi* 
ness to sail for England at a moment's 
notice, as the Dutch now openly favoured 
the French party, and the Prince of 
Orange was no longer in security at the 
Hague. 

Of the Baron de St. Aubert, Hubert- 
tine could gain no intelligence : he had 
left the army of the Prince of Cond6, and 
no one knew to what place he had gone. 
After eighteen months residence in Hol- 
land, Hubertine once more saw her na- 
tive land. This was a subject of deep '^ 
regret to her ; everj place she passed 



\ 
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briaging to her recollection past scenes, 
Mrhich induced her to compare her present 
unprotected state with her early pros- 
pects in lifci She bad materially injured 
her fortune ; the had allowed her n^o*' 
ther fifty pounds annually for maoy 
years: she had also assi^ed her relationst 
and she was aware that her present in- 
come would noji maintain her in England 
in the manner she had been accustomed 
to appear. It was improbable she should 
ever again hear of the Baron de St. Au- 
bertj as the reports which had reached 
her gave her every reason to suppose 
that he was dead« She had always been 
averse to marrying; and she now determin- 
ed to sink the remainder of her fortune ia 
an annuity on her life. This she soon 
accomplished^ and got two hundred and 
eighty pounds per annum, leaving a few 
hundreds in the Bank, in case of sick- 
ness or any other contingency. 

As soon as Mr. and Mrs. Banter heard 
that she was in Essex^ she received a 
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prewmg invitation to make their house 
kef home; she accepted the friendly 
oflPer^ as she hoped her absence bad proved 
to thera that she had felt their former un- 
kind treatment In all the time which she 
had been in Holland she had never gained 
any intelligence of the Baron de St. Au- 
bert, or his mother. She now constantly 
made inij[uiries about Charles Fitzosborn, 
and. it gave her sincere satisfaction to hear 
(hat he was perfectly happy, and had a 
family of promising children^ and that 
his father had given him an ample share 
in the business. 

Huti»ertine was now miserable; she 
passed her life in a rotnid of dissipation 
ill suited to her disposition ; she was na- 
iuraify extremely lively, bat the disap* 
pointments she had met with in an early 
attachment, and the disagreeable situa- 
tions in which all her nearest rela- 
tibna were placed by their extravagance, 
ha^ given a pensive colour to her 
aciind« ftetiirement, mtisicj bodis^ and a 
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few chosen friends^ could alone prOTe 
agreeable companions to Huberline ; as* 
semblies^ balls^ and routs^ had no longer 
any charms for her. 

She had a friend for whom she fett a 
' kisterly affection ; this friend was the wife 
of a gentleman who was secretary to a 
noble lord, who then commanded in the 
Mediterranean ; she was a beautiful wo« 
man^ possessed agreeablemanners^ and re* 
Bided in a village near Fareham in Hamp^ 
shire. Hubertine had long promised to 
pass some months with her^ and she now 
determined to fulfil her engagement. Iq 
the society of this lady time flew rapidly, 
and several naval gentlemen>esiding neafj 
they had frequently parties op board ship. 
At a ball on board the Prince Ge2>rge, 
Hubertine attracted the notice of a Colo' 
nel of Royal Marines : he gotjntroducedto 
her {riendsj and soon made her an offer of 
his hand, which she instantaneously reject- 
ed, and thought no more of this hero : some 
lime after he wrote ix^ ber io renew hi> 
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iddresses, ^hen she answered him by 
candidly explaining her situation to him^ 
and ber determination of always remain- 
ing single. He was so disappointed in 
this application that he changed duty 
with a brother officer, and sailed with 
Admiral Christian for the West Indies ; 
but contrary winds and storms, such as 
the oldest persons had never before wit* 
nessed, compelled the Admiral three times 
to return, and the ship in which Colonel 
Mortimer sailed was ordered to join the 
Channel fieet. Hubertine had for some 
time left Hampshire and returned to Bath« 
but experiencing some neglect from Mrs. 
Banter, she determined to have a home 
of her own : her limited income it was 
true would not enable her to procure 
those lu:i^uries to which she had ever been 
accustomed, but in the country she could 
live respectably^ and she decided upon 
having a small house in the neighbour- 
hood of T itch field ; when she heard that 

t 

Colonel Mortimer was returned to Eog- 
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land. The Colonel appeared to her fo 
be a sensible man; bis manners were 
those of a polished gentleman^ and be 
Was considerably older than herself^ which 
was an additional recommendation to 
Hubertine^ and at this moment, T^faen 
she felt piqued at the treatment of her 
relation^ she renewed her correspondence 
with the Colonel^ and appointed a day 
when she would meet him at her friend's 
house in Hampshire. ^ They met^ andsbe 
consented to be his wife. He had only 
his pay to offer^ but with her annaitjj 
both together would be sufficient to pro- 
cure the necessaries of life. One part of 
the agreement was that she should always 
reside in the same village with her friend ; 
but when the deed was 4one^ to describe 
Hubertine's agony of mind would be to- 
tally impossible. When she reflected 
coolly^ and compared Colonel Mortimer 
either with Charles Fitzosborn or the 
elegant Baron de St, Aubert^ he lost con- 
siderably in her estimation. Her frieodi 
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Wtte all astomahed ; they adyised, tbejr 
entreated ber to cancel an engajemeot 
wbich they feared could only be produc- 
tive of xxmetyj as they had b<aeo told 
that the Colonel poisessed a violent tern* 
per:i-hut the die was cast. Hubertioe 
bad pledged her honour^ andi in her 
state of mlnd^ she felt indiffi^reot to what 
might prove her future lot* 

Hubertine novr found that to be con^ 
stantly in the Coloners company had be- 
come distressing to her^ and she deter<* 
mined to go to some fciends she had in 
Essex, and remain with them till the 
awful day arrived when slie was to vow 
obedience to her future husband. In 
this absence she thought she should gain 
su&cient strength of mind to meet her 
fate with resignation^ for in her union 
irsib the Colonel she did not expect 
romantic bappirress; she only wn^bed to 
find in him a protector, an ogrceable 
eompanion^ and a sincere frietad. 

The family with whom Hubertine was 

TpXi. I. V 
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going to stay consisted of a vridow and 
two daughters, the joungest of whom 
wlBts married to a Major in the army^ but 
still resided with her mother. By marriage 
ihey were connected with Miss Godefroi's 
family; they possessed a hospitable dis- 
position^ and every social virtuCj and 
were that description of persons who 
xould emblazon a courts or render a 
xlay-built hut enviable: 






They were fitted . - 

'* Or in courts to shine 

• • • 

*^ With unaffected grace, or walk the plain, 
'^ With innocence and meditation join'd 
^ lo soft assemblage 1'* 

These ladies were blessed with a warmth 
of heart which extefided their benevo* 
lence to every iudividualin distress ; Aod 
in this house of peace and quiet Hufeier* 
.tine's expectations were answered. .She 
reflected on the misfortunes of her past 
life ; shetu>nsidered her present situatioOf 
and examined her own heart : the result 
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f^ this inquiry wa8> that, as a reason- 
able beings she might end her dajs com* 
fortably ^ith Colonel Mortimer* His 
letters were extremely interesting^ and 
written in a superior style ; and she had 
(eason to conclude that he would be an 
entertaim'og companion. 

Thus did Hubertine reconcile herself 
fo her approaching marriage^ which she 
requested might be as private as possible : 
only the friends with whom she then was 
attended her to the altar^ and the re- 
spectable Mr. Darby O 'Grady gave her 
away. Her grief and agitation were 8ucb» 
during the ceremony^ that the clergyman 
felt a reluctance in proceedings and she 
was fearful that it would be.impossible for 
her to remain in the church till the si^r- 
tice was concluded. The party returned 
to an elegant breakfast, which was pre* 
pared at her friend's house^ after which 
the bride and bridegroom proceeded to 
London. Their stay in the metropolis^ 
was &oxU AS Colonel Mortimer had takea 

f9 
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a hoDse io Titchfield^ which was retdjr 
for their reception. Mrs* Mortimer was 
received by her friends in Hampshire 
with great kindness^ and she began to be 
reconciled to her new »tuation ; but this 
feelm^ was only of short duration, as in 
the course of six weeks she perceived a 
tisible alteration in her husband. He 
became absent, thoughtful, and so irrita*^ 
ble, that it was impossible to please hiqa ; 
and he frequently quitted home for seve* 
raL days together. Hubertine took 110 
noticb of this ; she never made any ia*-" 
quiries where he had been, and always 
received him with cheerfulness, but on 
his return one evening he accused her of 
want of feeling, in never having asked ibe 
cause which had produced such acfaaoge 
in his behaviour. He informed her, that 
however small the degree of aiSection she 
might have for him, yet in the present 
instance her own welfare was materially 
concerned ; that it was most painful to 
bim to be obligedito disclose his real situ-> 
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fttion ; but as be bad reasou io expect 
^Mit sbe \f^ould resent bis bating imposed 
on ber^ be trusted tbat sbe would be« 
lieye him^ wben be assured ber tbat be 
had expected to receive some prize-monej 
that was due to bim from the capture.af 
TouloDj which would have enabled bim 
to discbarge a few debts^ which h^d now 
placed him in an awkward predicament ; 
be bad also to inform ber tbat he bad 
two sona^ the eldest fifteen^ the youngest 
twelve jears of age ; that they w«e the» 
at school at the Whalebone Academy, 
and that he bad at tbat moment intelli* 
gence that if their school* bill was not 
paid they would be sent bome> and kgal 
I measures taken to recover the debt due 
j for their board and education^ 

Mrs. Mortimer was petrified at this 
information ; it terminated by his poiot* 
iag out> that the only way to save hia 
credit and commission was for Huber- 
tine to consent to have ber annuity sold^ 
as he coufeMed that he had raised monej 

JT 3 
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on his pay, for ^hich lie had insured his 
life ; and agreed to paj the interest^ and 
part of the principal annually^ ^hich re- 
duced his pay to sixty pounds a yean 
Mrs. Mortimer had no alternative^ and 
her annuity v^as parted with. Her bus- 
hand disposed of the money as he thought 
proper, and soon after he was ordered to 
sea. In the first letter she receiyed from 
him he requested that she would have 
his sons home^ as keeping them at school 
was attended with an enormous expence ; 
and that she was perfectly qualified to 
instruct them in English^ French^ draw-^ 
ing, and geography^ and that as soon at 
he returned he would think of plficing 
them either in the army or navy. Mrs. 
Mortimer did not feel herself equal to 
educate two boys of such an age^ but 
she was fearful of offending the ColoneL 
therefore she applied to her relations for 
their advice^ being determined to abide 
by their opinion. They objected to her 
having the children home^ unless the 
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Colonel chose to instruct them himself; 
aod thej desired that jshe would imme* 
diatelj come to them, to prevent their 
being sent to her in the absence of her 
husband. She gladly accepted of the invi- 
t^tion^and the Colonel finding that she was 
averse to having any thing to do ^ith th« 
boy9^ removed them to a finishing school 
in Islington. Indisposition obliged him 
to return home sooner then was intended, 
for the gout^ from which he was a great 
sufferer^ had* attacked' bis stomach with 
such dangerous symptoms^ that his life waa 
in imminent danger. Mrs. Mortimer also 
expected to encrease her family^ and in 
this* situation, orders arrived for his im* 
mediately joining his. division at Chat* 
ham. This was a heart-breaking cir- 
cumstance to Hubertine — she must part, 
from her house and furniture^ and in all 
likelihood never return to reside with 
those friends whose society constituted 
her only comfort. The Colonel's circum- 
stances had become much embarrassed^ 

v4 
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and Hubertine was goin^ fo a strang# 
, place^ knowing no person near^ aqd in a 
situation which required the greatest care 
and kindness. The idea of going intltii 
barracks was most repugnant to her sensA 
of delicacy and propriety, and her bus** 
band was of the same opinion ; he mad* 
every exertion to obtain a house ^bui 
Chatham was then full of naval and mi* 
iitary officers^ and it was some iimt 
before he eould procure a resideace at ii 
moderate tent. About this- time she alsd 
bad the affliction of losing her youngesi 
brother, to whom she was sincerely at^' 
tached ; he was a captain in the army^ 
with ^very prospect of rising rapidly^ but 
the yellow fever terminated his existence 
in the prime of life. He had not been long 
married to the sister of a baronet^ who 
was an admiral, serving at that period 
in the West Indies, and when his wife 
learnt the fatal news of his death, it af- 
fected her intellects, and she never re> 
covered her reason. 
A few weeks afler Colonel Mortim^ 
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became settled ia his house ia Troj 
Town his familj was augmented by a 
aoD^ and Hubertine had scarcely left bet 
rooDi^ after her confinement^ before tb^ 
Colonel was ordered to Ipswich^ on tha 
recruiting service. He had a long sea 
credit^ and it was concluded that hit 
would be continued in Suffolk for two or 
three years. Previously to his departure 
fce sent both hi^^ natural sons to sea> and 
as out of their limited income it was imp 
possible to support two establishments^ 
it was determined^ that as soon as Mra» 
Mortimer could bear the journey^ she 
should let their house furnished^ and joiu 
the Colonel. Unluckily^, the wife of the 
General who then commanded the Royal 
Marine at Chatham was a woman of 
very low extraction^ and as Colonel Morti« 
ver possessed great wit^ and disliked tuU 
garity^ he had incurred her displeasure^ 
and^ as is always the case in such conneC'» 
tions^ the lady had her husband under 
excellent command, and was ia &ct coia* 

v5 
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nianding officer; therefore^ at the end of 
a months the Colonel was ordered to join 
quarters, and a few days after sent with 
a recruiting party to Scotland; This ex- 
pence greatly increased his pecuniary dif- 
ficulties^ and ohiiged hini to dispose of 
his furniture and house in Troy Town. 
Mrs. Mortimer was left to conduct this 
business^ but before it was. accomplished 
she had a letter from the Colonel 's ser?ant» 
to beg that she would immedtatelj join 
his master^ as he had a return of the gout 
in his stomach, and the faculty thought 
he could not long survive. In conse- 
quence of this information, sh^ expedited 
the sale; but was compeHed to wait till 
that was finished for having a supply of 
money to defray the exptnce of her 
journey* 

Although Mrs. Mortimer saw to every 
thing herself, and was to appearance 
composed, she very severely felt her hap* 
less lot : and the consequence was, thftt 
the child^ whom she then nursed, becaiM 
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SO extreipely ill^ that the phygician assur* 
ed her if she attempted to proceed to 
Scotland bj laod^ that his life would be 
the forfeit. It was ia the moDth of De- 
cember^ during the time of a deep snow, 
and piercifif^ frosty thi|t she took her pas- 
sage io a Leith packet, and after suffering 
extreme cold, and all the disagreeably 
circumstances to which she must be ex* 
posed in such ; a iresselj besides being; 
chased by a French privateer, she reach- 
ed Edinburgh at the expiration of twel? a 
days, aqd had the pleasure to find Colo* 
nel Mortimer in a. convalescent state. Her 
own family had giyen her letters of in«*- 
troduction to some of the .principal per- 
sons in Glasgow, from whom she received 
every possible attention. Happiness, 
however, ^she was never to know 
in this world : her husband . sincerely 
loved her ; he was proud of her ac- 
complishments, but his temper was such^ 
that it was impossible to give him satis- 
faction, for what would please him onf 
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dajj would provoke his anger another. 
Frequentlj when she bad engaged herself 
to go io a rouf> or an assembly, after she 
was dressed for the oeeasion^ be would' 
insist upon her not go&ig^ alleging thai* 
the expence of such parties did liot suit^ 
bis finances. A ft)w hours after he would* 
find fault with her for net having gone> 
•ajing that he only meant for the future 
Mhe should decline sncl^ invitations, and 
when she did refuse> he would make her 
. go ; as it was proper^ however distressed 
their situation^ that they should keep up 
an appearance equal to their raqh. 

They only remained one year in North 
Britain^ and as soon as they rHurned to 
jRochester^ the Colonel was appointed to 
m guard-ship at the Kore. Mrs. Morti« 
mer had now two children, find sh^ was 
compelled iiy forego, not only the com- 
forts^ but the necessaries of lifey to keep 
up that respect in the corps which wa» 
absolutely necessary for her husband's re- 
spectability. She parted with great part 
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of her wardrobe^ which^ when she iilarri«» 
ed^ VV88 of coDsiderable value ; and if it 
had not been for the sake of her children^ 
•he would have sunk under the miserable 
oiroumstances in ^hich she now found* 
herself. The Colonel's health was so bad 
that he was frequently at home during 
the time he belonged to the guard-ship. 
When ht was ill Mrs. Mortimer never left 
himj and sometimes f<>r six weeks to» 
getfaelr^ in the m<^st severe weather^ she 
has sat in his bed*room without firoj as 
he conceived it affected his respiration. 
A civil reply was seldom given to any 
thing she said^ and in short she was a per* 
feet slave to his caprice ; even not having ' 
the indulgences of a common servant* 
When she could no longer conceal her 
misery, he was like a distracted person^ 
a^sked pardon> promised more kindnesa 
in future^ imputed ^ hi^ bdiftviiuir tei 
jealousy^ as he was sure she preferred the 
Baron de St. Aubert, or Charles Fitzos* 
born to him: regretted that she hid 
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bewt educated wi^h such higl} npUons^ as 
they made ^er unfit to encouater the dif- 
ficulties atjendant on a soldier's life. 
: .Oae dnj n demi^Qd,. was mjide on him 
fbr payiMut of a Dote^of hand, whieh bad 
^tirdy escaped bis, reeollectioa. He 
eame to Hubertjine in the greatest agita- 
tjoHj declaring that if ever be was ar- 
rested he would shoot himself^ and shew- 
iog his pistol$K said he alwiiys kep^ them 
V)^ed for that pijirpcme* . He hiQte4 that 
he knew Hubert^ne had some trinkets 
which were ifaluable; they had been 
giveov her by the. Baron de St. Aubert ; 
excep^iilg a riog^set.with.smjiU brilliaijtSj 
in which was Fitzosborn's hair. Ip re- 
sjgniiig thi^j she felt as. if she were sepa- 
rating from all that her heart held most 
dear. The Colonel then requested 4Jiat 
i^e would take them, with some of the 
ylatejito.a person in;l4^ndon, to whopi hp 
YfoyAd giye her a letter^ and that they 
would advance money on the articles. 
$^e accordingly went to a Mr. Parker^ in 
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Princes Street^ Leicester Square^ and ob* 
tained the sum requested^ but the arti* 
cle; were never redeemed. 

Peace now took* place, and Colonel 
Mortimer was made a Iieutenant-colonei 
io the Royal Marines, for hitherto he had 
only had brevet rank; this increased his 
pay^and Hubertine hoped they should now 
experience more comfort. Her relations 
bad several times assisted her in pecuniary 
concerns, or she would have been in a 
deplorable situation. She also received 
intelligence of the death of her uncle, the 
Baron d'Arrambert ; and that his will had 
been made iii her favour, but the presence 
of either herself or husband was necessary 
immediately in Brussels. Mrs. Morti- 
mer had now three children, and since 
her last confinement her health had been 
extremely delicate ; she felt herself totally 
unequal to such a journey^ but the Colo^ 
nel was of a different opinion. He did 
not like trouble of any description, and she 
being perfect mistress of the French aad 
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Flemish languages^ he fixed a day for 
her departure. She did all in her power 
to avoid this journey^ for she had a few 
mootfas before received a letter from the 
BaroD de St. Aubert^ expressiog his asto- 
Bishment at neyer hearing froai her^ as 
he had written repeatedly. • He had left 
the Prince of Coode's army several yearsj 
had returned to France in disgaisej and 
remained concealed till the peace. He had 
recov^ed his property; and his mother 
was preparing every thing for Hubertioe's 
reception, as she trusted she should now 
see her son happy. Mrs« Mortimer en* 
dosed this letter to her old friend, and re* 
quested Mrs. Grant to give a circum* 
stautial account of her situatii^i. It may 
naturally be supposed that after such 
intelligence she eould not wish to go to 
France; but she mado it an invariahio 
rule never to oppose the Colonel *s wisbes> 
for she had determiiied religiously to 
perfiorm those duties which she had 
xawfid at the . altar^ tiia;t heriiafier sbe 



iisigltt never liave ta reflect upon Wself 
for her put cenduet. At the appointed 
time she attempted to go to France/ but 
from great iadispositton abd* anxiety of 
mind^ when she arrived at the coach 
office at Rochester^ she was seized with 
fainting fits ; a surgeon was sent for^ and 
she was conveyed home without any 
symptoms of ever recovering. An ex* 
press was sent for Colonel Mortimer^ who 
then commanded at Woolwich : he was 
much afflicted to find her in such a situa* 
tion« and remained at home till she was 
pronounced out of danger. 

He implored her, as soon as she waa 
able^ to go to Brussels^ as he wanted two 
hundred and fiftj pounds immediately : 
this she painfully promised ; and at the end 
of three weeks once more set ofi^ for the 
JLow Countries. The Colonel gave her 
six guineas to defray the expences of her 
journey ; but as contrary winds detained 
her for five days at Dover^ after paying 
the captain of the packet, she had only 
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fire shilliDgft 1^. Sh« landed «i Bologne^ 
and fortunately a Monsieur Audibert re- 
sided tb^Oj to whom she was known ; 
&heexplained'h«rMtuati0n.toIii8ii and he 
ad?aiiced her mtiwy to procttdto l^Um- 
ders. 



• / 
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CHAP- IV, 

From die gay world we'll oft retire 
To onr own famSy kod fire, 

Where love oar hours employs ; 
No noisy neighbour enters here, 
No interoieddltng stranger near, 

To spoil our heart*felt joys; 

• ' • 

To be resign'd when ills hetide, 
Patient when fayours are denied, - 

And pleas'd with favours given ; 
Dear Chloe, this is wisdom's part, 
This is that incense of the heart, 

Whose fragrance smells of heaven* 

Cotton* 



It "wm on Mra. Mortimer's return 
from the Low Countries that she was 
introduced to Sir Timothy Flight. Hour 
different was her reception at home to 
what she had experienced in France.^ 
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Colonel Mortimer \^as glad to see ber, 
because she was necessary to regulate bis 
house concerns^ and his bad health re- 
quired constant attendance ; but Hubert 
tine was really shocked at seeing the 
great alteration which had taken place in 
his appearance since she parted from him* 
He informed her that he had been very 
ill^ and he could not help suspecting that 
he had experienced a paralytic affection^ 
which had affected one of his feet. He 
expressed great displeasure at her having 
brought over only four hundred pounds, 
as he expected and required a much 
larger supply; and she had great diffi'^ 
culty in convincing him that to procure 
that sum it had nearly cost her double^ 
as the legacy left her by her uncle would 
not become due for sometime, and'that 
it would not be paid till the expiration 
of the year. She was consequently obliged 
to raise the money which she now pre^ 
flented to him^ as the Baron d'Arram* 
bert'ji affairs werie in a yety dtffanged 
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liate ; .and as it had not been ascertained 
what 'would prove io be the amount of 
hi$ property, V^hat her sfaiire might be 
was extremely uncertain. 

This sum came very opportunely to 
the colonel, as it extricated him from the 
most pressing of his difficulties ; added 
to whichj Mrs« Mortimer had a consi* 
derable quantity of her aunt's wardrobes. 
The laces were very valuable, and she 
cleared by the disposal of them nearly 
tfaree hundred pounds. Hubertine was 
very anxious that all the property she 
had become entitled to by her uncle's 
death should be settled on her children ; 
but she was disappointed in this, as she 
had ever been in any wishes she had 
formed. 

The journey abroad bad not added to, 
ber domestic leltcity ; she had met with 
such a warm and aftectionate reception> 
and such kindness from her friends on tha 
Continent, that the cold meeting which 
ihe received from her husband, Jbis au« 
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fttere manners, and constant ill-bumonr, 
caused her to lament that she bad ever 
united her fate ^ith his. His health 
continued extremely bad, which increased 
his natural peevish dispositioti, and made 
it require all the fortitude which she 
could muster to perform her duties with 
any degree of cheerfulnesis. 

She only returned from France in Fe- 
bruary, and war was again expeeted in 
the month of April. Colbnel Mortimer 
expressed his fears, that if, during the 
peace, he did not secure his ^ife'i 
property in Flanders, he should never 
get possessiiMi of it, and he again pro- 
posed thai she should go to Brussels. 
This she made strong objections to^ ai 
her uncle had not yet been dead mors 
than nine months, and her legacy tiiere- 
fore could not be paid ; even if it was, 
most probably the property could not bs 
disposed of without considerable i<^^* 
She alffo hoped^ by its remaining^ abroadi 
to secure it to her children i but sU f^^^ 
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could advance on this subject was of no 
avail. He insisted on her going and 
disposing of her share of the Baron's pro« 
perty immediately ; but she had suffered 
such insults in travelling in the public 
diligences nvithout a companion or ser- 
vant in' her former expedition^ that she 
resolved^ let the consequences prove ever 
so fatal to her, not to undertake such a 
journey a second time without a femala 
attendant. At length the Colonel con* 
sented ta her being accompanied by the 
widow of a clergyman ; and as she paid 
half her own expences, it did not cost 
bim more than if he had seat a servant 
with biff wife. 

The ladies reached Calais without any 
accident, and Hubertine once more had 
the pleasure of finding her beloved nuns 
ail well. She only staid a few hours 
•with them, as in the present crisis of po- 
'Jitical affaks: she thought it prudent to 
pursue her journey iitimediately, and not 
Vmi iiie ri»k of being detained, in FrancCj 
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wliich, to saj the try tb, wettl^ ' have* 
been most agreeable to her feelings^ if 
.she had not had children who demaoded 
ber immediate care and attention. 

'When «be arriyed in Brussels^ the 
found eyetj thing in th^ same ^tpteas the 
Jeft them at her departure fipotn IShence. 
.Much of her uncle's property liad not 
jet been discovered: they bad found 
jome money buried in bis garden, and a 
3mall quantity of plate; Itnd they had 
reason to suppose that tlnreartli concealed 
much more. Great objections were ad* 
duced respecting selling the estates^ as 
flfioney was at that time very scarce, and 
the country still felt the disastrous effects 
of the war^ under which, they had re* 
cently smarted^ and the people dreaded 
that they should sooil be cpgaged in aoo- 
ther ; fevt persons wf re therefore anxroua 
io purchase land^ as they pf eferred keep- 
ing their money for fear of, :Of sallier tb 
be prepared for> the future. 
. By every post Mtn. Mortimer xeceiiied 



J 
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fetters from the Colonel^ urging ber to 
dispose of her legacy at all events^ as it 
was absolutely indispensable that he 
should hare money. She consulted her 
rfelatioiiis abroad, candidly explaining to 
them her situation; and as they found 
that she could not return to England 
without money^ they had proper deeds 
drawi^ making over her share of the 
Baron d'Arrambert's property to a Mon- 
sieur de la Motte for five hundred 
pounds. The latter was a man of strict 
honour^ and could be. trusted; and a 
clause was inserted in the deed, by whichj 
if the ^rapetty sold for more than that | 

sofli, Hiibertioe was to have the half of i 

suefa increase. The woods, which were i 

valuable^ and could not then be disposed 
of, were not incfluded in this agreement* 

Mrs. Mortimer staid about a fortnight 
in Flanders, as she thought it adviseable 
to pay some attention to her mother's re« I 

lations : they were persons of rank and 
wealth; and she hoped, hereafter, that 

yoL. u G i 



l%2 BRIGHTON IN AN Uf ROARI 

thej might be of service to her children^ 
whom she was sensible she had materially 
injured^ in complying with their father's 
wishes; but it would have been impos- 
sible for her to have liv^d with Colonel 
Mortimer^ if she had not implicitly, 
obeyed him.' 

Hubertiue and her fdend had pro- 
eeeded to Brussels by land; but as the 
season of the year was now most inviting, 
they determined to return in the barges, 
by which means they should see more of 
the country. This conveyance was also 
much less fatiguing than the public car- 
riages^ which are very different from the 
comfortable stage*coachcs in England. 
They met with a large family-party in 
the barge from Ghent, being not less 
than fifty persons, and containing, six ge- 
nerations. They bad come from Holland 
to attend the fair at Bruges, and it was 
a charming sight to see so many happy 
faces : the countenances of the old grand- 
father and grandmother bore testimony to 



BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. ISS 

tke merit of their children ; they seemed • 
perfectly contented^ and looked with de- • 
light at their numerous progeny. They* 
told Mrs. Mortimer that every summer 
tbey treated their family with a jaunt; 
that the young people had expressed a: 
great . desire to see the neighbouring 
country^ and to give them pleasure they 
had undertaken the journey. The com*, 
pany was so nuiperpus that it was diffi- 
cult to find room for all the passengers at 
dinner^ which was served in a very neat 
fitjle on board the barge^ to the great 
surprise of Hubertine's companion* They 
were so pleased with the family they had . 
met with, that Mrs. Mortimer agreed to 
stay one day at Bruges. The fair fully 
answered their expectations : it was held 
in the towH*house^ which was crowded 
with genteel company^ and the booths 
and shops were superbly, furnished with 
articles of every description^ which ap- 
peared to be extremely cheap. They 
dined v^ith the Dutch family at a table 
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d^hoteg ^otrlesi tlmn one hundred persons 
of all nations^ trades^ and occupations^ 
•ittiog down to dinner. Three bands of 
music plajed during the repast : several 
children danced figure dances, and such 
a- noise was never before heard> the va- 
rious languages spoken giving an idea of 
the confusion of tongues at BabeK The 
ladies were soon tired^ and they quitted, 
i^ithbut regretj a scene, the novelty of. 
'which at first amused their attention^ but 
which ended in such tumult and noise as 
completely disgusted them, 

:Mrs. Mortimer had determined to pass 
» week at Calais^ and had anticipated 
with delight the prospect of being once 
more with her dear St. Victoire; but 
alas ! a fatality continued to frustrate tfll 
her wishes; for unforseen events pre* 
vented their arriving at Calais till the 
next evening. Being fatigued with their 
jeurney, they proposed retiring early to 
rest, and to defer seeing the nuns till the 
pest day ; but scarcely had they undressed 
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tfaemselyes^ before thejr were routed by 
Moosieur du Crocq, to inform tbem tbat 
a courier had just arrived from Paris, and 
if tbey did not sail by tbe packet^ vbicb 
was then goii^, most probably they 
wcTuld be detained sometime in France^ 
as orders 'were issued to forbid any com* 
munication with England till farther 
orders. 

Hubertioe felt this to be a ?ery seTor* 
disappointment, but it was her duty to 
sacrifice her own pleaaurea to the welfare 
of her husband and children ; and how-* 
ever reluctant she felt at. leaving m place 
endeared to her by formet happy icenes, 
she instantlj held herself in readiness to 
depart* Tbe packet, in consequence of 
its being the 'last to sail for England^ 
was so crowded a^ scarcely to admit of 
standing room ; but a gentleman seeing 
that Mrs. Mortimer appeared much in- 
disposed, humanely insisted upon resign- 
ing his bed to ^ber. As John Bull sel* 
dom lets any opportunity slip ^f ^^tkii^ 

g3 
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adTantoge of the times^ the captain of 
the Teasel demanded three guineas of 
€acb passenger, which they felt no reluc- 
'tance in paying to escape from being 

.placed in a French prison. 

Luckily their passage proved a short 

' one. Mrs. Mortimer and her friend only 

• breakfasted at Dover, and surprised the 
Colonel by an unexpected return, as from 
bis wife's letters he had no expectation of 
feeing her for soiAe days. 

No kind reception greeted Mrs. Morti- 
mer on her arrival : he only appeared 
anxious to bear how she had disposed of 
her late uncle's property, and what sum 
she bad brought over for him. He was 
extremely displeased to find that she had 
not either disposed of or raised money on 

. her share in the woods ; and this induced 
her still more to lament that she had not 
settled the whole of the legacy which 

•the Baron d'Arrambert bad bequeathed 
her on her children, as it was left entirely 
at her own disposal. If the Revolution 
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iiad not taken place^ which had proved so 
(detrimental fo the interest of all those 
who held places under the monarchy^ her 
fortuoe would have been very considera*- 
ble : as it was, if Colonel Mortimer had 
not insisted on her disposing of her le^- 
g&cy, she would have received treble tht 
sum she did, as she was allowed only a 
trjfle for what was in the bank at Yi* 
enna. 

For ^bme ihonths after Mrs. Morti* 
mer's return home not any thing very 
particular happened. She increased her 
faniily by a fourth child, at which time 
Colonel Mortimer was confined with tht 
^outi #nd before it was safe for Huber* 
tine to leave hbr room, he entreated her 
attending to put on his flannels, to which 
she acceded ; but the consequence was 
that she caught $uch a violent cold that 
for skoni^ days her life%was in danger. 
When the Colonel found that he had oc- 
casidned her being in such an alarming 
situation, he was perfectly distracted : 

•c4 
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he sent for Dr. V — to attend faer^ sot 
would, at that momentj have aacrifice^ 
every thing for her recoYery. Before 
^e was well^ her eldest nflaagliter wai 
aeiced with the scarlet fever ; and to de- 
scribe the deplorable state to which tiie 
child was reduced is scarcely possible. 
When she shewed symptoms of recovery 
she bad every appearance of being aa 
idiot ; she was perfectly deaf^ nearly 
dumb> and had entirely lost the use of 
her Tight side^ and to add to Mrs^M orti«^ 
nerls affliction^ Dr. V— at this period 
infornied her that she must prepare her^* 
self for a severer trial : as Colonel Mor- 
timer had a large family^ lie considered 
it an indispensable duty in him 'to tell her> 
that if his worldly concerns were not 
settled^ that no lime should be lost in ar« 
ranging them. He confessed that there 
was very little probability of either her 
husband or her child^s recovery^ as the 
Colonel's complaint was a dropsy in the 
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chesty which alwajs terminates in soddeti 
death. 

The Colonel suspected what his com* 
plaint was, and wlBis so afraid of djing 
that he would never let his wife be ooa 
moment out of bis preseaeet In her weak 
state she had not only her own illness to 
contend with, biit was obliged to attend 
on her husband and sick infant, and 
from their limited income, compelled to 
consider how she could lay oat eyeij 
penny to the greatest advantage^ Al 
length, finding she could not do justice 
both to her child and the Colonel, she 
placed her daughter under the care of an 
old servant who had lived many years 
with her. For ten nights Hubertine bad 
never been in bed, or undressed, when a 
favourable change took place in the Co- 
loners^ disorder, and be was pronounced 
out of danger, which added greatly to 
the shock she received, when in taking a 
dish of tea opt of her band be fell bac|L 
aad expired, 

• 5 
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iHow many fall as sadden, not as safe ! 

As sudden, though for years admonish'd home. 

Of human-ills the last extreme beware, . 

Beware, Lorenzo ! a slow,' sudden death. 

How dreadful that deliberate surprise! 

Be wise to-day, 'tis madness to defer ; 

Kext'day, the fatal precedent iriU plead I 

{T^hus on, till wisdomis push'd out of life : 

^ro(;rastination is the thief of time ; 

Year after year it steals, till all are fled, 

And to the mercies of a moment Icayc's 

The tast concerns of an eternal scene ! 

*If not s<j frequfi^nt, would not this be strange ? 

.That Uis so'frequeQt, this is straager still. 

• ' ' Young* 

TVIrs. Moftiraer lamented the death of 
the Colonel, as the father of her children, 
as his advice and interest would have 
'been of great twe to them. With re- 
spect to herself, she was released from a 
life of misery ; and when she reflected 
on her own conduct, she could not accuse 
hei^self, in any one instance, of having 
'given him offence. She had strictly per- 
formed the duties of a wife, and this he 
had always done her the justice to de- 
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clare^ and had expressed that he was 
Texed that his own wayward dispositioa 
frequently caused him to treat her with 
a seyerity which she by no means me- 
rited. ^ Since her marriage she had only 
Moown sorrow ; she had sacrificed her 
fortune, and devoted the whole of her 
time to contribute to his happiness, and 
she had in return only experienced tin- 
kindness and misery. . 

She was now left with four children, the 
eldest of whom was only five years of age, 
and the youngest but three months old, 
with no more than three pounds in the 
house, and her pension of fifty pounds 
per anni^m, to maintain herself and help* 
less infants; and it would be some 
months even before it Was paid. In this 
distressing situation she wrote to her late 
husband's agept, (who had been a bro- 
ther officer) to request that he would 
permit her to draw on him for thirty 
pounds to defray some necessary ex- 
pences respecting the funeral. The re- 
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ply wM, that as Colonel Mortimer had 
died in his debt he conld not coinfrly 
^ith 'her wishes. This was an ad- 
ditional affliction ; but the huniane and 
good Colonel T. of the Aoyal Marines 
eame^o her^ with the General who eom* 
manded the Obatham di^kion^ and de- 
sired that she would make herself easj, 
as he would undertake 4o have a proper 
funeral for his late friend ; and as Dr. V. 
had informed bi m that the house was in 
an infectious state^ that be should take 
the two boys with liim^ and in the eveo- 
ing send a chair far Mrs. Mortimer and 
her infant^ as his relation^ Mrs. Barnes^ 
who resided in the Yines^ at Jlochesteo 
would with pleasure accomaiQidate her* 
Mrs. Barnes was an elderly lady of large 
fortune : her house was in an airy situ- 
ation^ and the benevolent owner was uni* 
versally beloved and respeoted for her 
charity and generosity. Hubertine re- 
mained with this lady for three weeks^ as 
her liouse was obliged to undergo • 
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complete {mintii^^ white-nrashing^ and 
eleaotn^^ hcSme it was safe for either 
berself or children to return Her 
eld friend Mrs. Grant came to her^ and 
tbej looked into all the Goloners papers. 
She foaiid a "vrill executed at sea^ leaviog 
her sole executrix ; and she also met 
with some memorandums, indicating that 
he had, out of the last remittances from 
Brussels, cancelled the greater part of 
the money for which his life rfM insured, 
and that the policies of those insurances 
were in his agent's hands, and amounted 
to upwards of 4£90O. Mrs. Morti* 
mer wrote to the gentleman, expressing 
lier surprise that he could refuse to ad- 
vance thirty pounds when he had security 
in his hands to such an amount, espe- 
cially when he knew she wanted the mo* 
ney to bury his late friend. In answer 
to this, he informed her that one of the 
policies was lost, therefore it was un- 
certain whetber she could ever re* 
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'cover tUe money ; 4)ut as Mrs* Mortimer 
nfas* not such a noTice in money coumius 
88 to be satisfied with this reply, ^e 
coBsplted a professional gentleman of emi- 
joeace on tbe'subject^ who informed her 
tbat as there was a proof that the agent 
had receivefd the policies of insurance, 
they mufit be produced by him. Several 
letters passed on the occasion^ and it was 
nine months from the death of her hus- 
band before she received the money, as 
she was somi^times put off by beiiig'in* 
formed tbat the agent had the gout, and 
could not attend to business : then he 
was gone to Richmond for change of 
air ; and at lasrt she was obliged to em- 
ploy a gentleman to settle the business for 
her. 

« 

Mrs. Mortimer's little girl continued 
in the most deplorable way, so tbat she 
required constant care and attendance^ 
which increased her expenees in such a 
loaanner that she could very ill afford. 
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Habertine was now called on to make 
considerable exertions to enable her to 
educate ber children and provide for 
them : she prudently considered^ that 

^^ The wise and actire conquer difficulties 
" By daring to attempt thera* * Sloth and follj 
'^ Shi?cr and shrink at sight of toil and hazard, 
^' And make the impoSsfbiiitj they fesr«*' 

Mrs. Mortimer advertised for two or 
three ladies to board with her : she sue* 
ceeded in procuring one ; and the aunt 
of one of the officers belonging to the 
corps in which her husband had served 
also came to reside with her. Mrs. Forth 
was a lady of great accomplishments^ 
and most pleasing manners : her behaviour 
to Hubertine and her children was such 
as* rendered her an invaluable friend^ and 
meeting with such an inmate was a great 
blessing to Mrs. Mortimer in her present 
distressed situation. When her family 
was settled^ she considered how she 
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tould turn to her children's advantage 
the trifling accomplishments she possess** 
ed. Drawing had always been a favou- 
rite «o€cup«^ion with her ; and she was ad* 
vised to publish a botanical work hy 
subscription . She was averse to ihiB, as 
she knew her abilities were not equal to 
such a task ; but as it was expected of 
her^ she immediately set about it^ trust- 
ing that a generous public would make 
allowances^ when they considered the mo- 
tive which induced her to intrude such a 
publication on them. Another strong 
inducement to publish by subscription 
was^ the ardent desire which she had to 
liquidate her late husband's debts ; and 
in this she succeeded> as from her exer- 
tions she paid them all within two years, 
amounting to the sum of four hundred 
and eighty pounds. 

Within a year after tibe Col oneKs death 
Mrs. Mortimer was agreeably surprised 
at receiving the following letter from Sir 
Timothy Flight. 



J 
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You may reeollect my htfiog hud 
the pleasure of acconipaiiying you from 
BoTer to Rochester. When last m 
town^ I heard^ from yoor cousin d'Orville^ 
of the misfortune which you had expe* 
rienced^ It was my wish to serve you> and 
I succeeded in obtaining two subscrip*- 
tions^ one from Mrs. D. wife of the Bi- 
shop of Jy^^j and one from the Bishop <^ 
B-~. But when I sent the names to the 
bookseller, he refused to take them^ 
Unless the persons came themselves^ 
and gave their money. Allow me to 
say^ this strikes me as a bad plan, and- 
if I may take a further libertyit. 
would it not be adviseable, if the rais- 
ing a sum be an object, to publish a 
small cheap epitome of your work with- 
out plates, which would satisfy those 
subscribers who wished to serve you, 
without having so handsome an equiva- 
lent for their subscription as your present 
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4 ' 

work^ \7hich might ht an indcicement to 

peisoM 'unacquainted Vith you to sub* 

scribe. T hope that you ^ill not think 

my advice indelicate^ nor my begging 

• •• ' . — 

^yoft'to address a fewJineu to me, Soiith* 

-rtf^f, Grosv^Aor-square^ where I shall be 

on Tuesday, mentioning the circura- 

stances in which you are placedi ^Jj^ch 

may be the means of my further gerving 

you. When your children-are of an age 

to be placed at school, it would- ^ive tac 

pleasurts to assist them^, if you wish to 

3eod a boy to Etou through me, it it 

should be in my power. 

• • , . I remain^ Madam, 

» Youfi obedient humble servant, 

Timothy Flight. 

Wallington, October 25th, 1805, 

This, was a most unexpected offer; 
and Mrs Mortimer gave such a reply as 
induced Sir Timothy to make a minute 
inquiry, by return of post, into.the state 
of her finances. 
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Sottt1i.stree(.' 

Madam^ 

I received your letter^ aod trust 
that you will forgive my troubling you 
again.; but may I ask^ whether the ^50. 
a year is all that you have to maintaia. 
yourself, and educate your children ? and 
whether your friends let you be without 
assistance in such a situation ? Yau 
^^ill pardon the liberty I take^ as any 
little service I can render you I shall he 
better enabled to do^ by being aecuriitely 
and fully acquainted with the circum- 
stances in which you are placed. 
I remain; Madam^ 
Your obedient humble servant^ 

Timothy Flight. 

P. S. Be good enough to direct for me at York, 

On the receipt of this epistle Mrs. 
Mortimer referred Sir. Timothy to Colo- 
nel B. of the Royal Marines^ who was 
then on the recruiting service in London^ 
for such particulars relating to her situ-^ 
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ation as nMght convince bim that her- 
self and children vere objects of com- 
passion. He had some conversation M^itb 
Colonel B — on the subject^ and Sir 
Timothy -settled vrith tbe Colonel tbe 
manner in vvhich he eould best Mrve 
Mrs* Mortimer and her family. Every 
person ¥?ho has ejiperienced . reverse of 
fortune^ or^^hocan feel the^ansuety of a 
parent for the '^w^lfare of her children^ 
will form lorae idea of Mrs. Mortimer '3 
^delight at reading the following letter. 

York, Not. 4*. 

Madam^ 

I tciist you will forgive the 
liberty I have taken in inquiring in^o 
the 'state of your circumstances. My 
•motive was notudle curiosity^ >and it mu3| 
be a source of ;gratifioation to you^ tbajt 
the slight inquiry I have made has'sin 
tisfied me that not only your mkfotftones 
but your conduct entitles you to any slight 
assistance it may be in my power to offer 
you. With this impression^ it affords me 
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the bighest pleasure to assist you, io giv- 
ing a fair trial of your boy's abilities. — I 
%¥ill undertake the expence of bis educa- 
tion to qualify bim for tbe churchy and 
if^ as I doubt not^ he will turn out well^ 
faaviag some friends in tbe churcbj he 
nay be enabled in a few years to provide 
a comfortable., home for youj if you 
should then feel tired of your present situ- 
ation, and disposed to retire to the tran- 
qoillity of a country life. You may re- 
0iemb«r> madam, when I had the pleasure 
of aceofn|>anying you from Dover^ that 
I. mention to you^ from my habits not be- 
ing expensive, that I had amply the 
means in offering, what might be squan- 
dered in idle superBuities^ any trifling as- 
sistance* to any' persons^ whose misfor- 
tunes and merit gave them a claim on my 
feelings^ and you might perceive, though 
not o# the dnished manners of many young 
men. Scruple not then, to be under a 
trifling obligation to 8 person with whom 
jott are lO slightly acquainted ; the ob^ 
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ligalioil will be on me, if by your good 
care of him, your boy turns out what I 
fondly hope he may, a valuable member 
of a church vrhich I revere and loye« 

Though it vrould be gratifying to m6 
occasionally to see how your boy goes on, 
as the mention of my name might create 
reports disagreeable to you^ if it be your 
wish^ you may mention to me occasion- 
ally, by letter, an account of his progress, 
and I shall desire my bankers to accept 
anjr drafts you draw under another name. 
You will be good enough never to men- 
tion my name to any person livings as, 
tlu>ugh not of equal consequence to me 
as to yourself, it would hurt me to hear 
idle reports circulated ; you will be good 
enough likewise to burn all my letters; 
this will preclude the possibility of my. 
name ever being known, which the com- 
mon disposition to represent tireamstAce^) 
justifies me, if only for ydur sake, « in 
my precaution to conceal; Ypu will 
be good enough to dravr on Devaynes^ 
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Noble, and Co. No. 39, Pall Mall, in 
the name of Henrj Norton, Esq. or if 
jjou prefer any other metjiod it sliall be 
adopted ; and let me beg of you^ Ma-: 
daro, not to scruple to draw lib^eraUy for* 
every nocessarj expeoce.in your boj'g' 
education ; it is ^ot such trifles as these ; . 
it is idle equipage^ dissipation, and the. 

gsunit^ tablcu wbit^h.fi^i^ alone make me 
feel, wbetiher IJi^se^xp^adecl mj iocome, 
>yhich I.as^i^^yoM is suffici)ently ample^ 
were the pbjejct twenty fold greater. 
I rei]f)ain. Madam, 
Your obedient humble serMnt, 

The coocealment of Sir Timothy 
f'Hgbt's bounty Mrs, Mortimer objected 
to extremely, as she thought, , if any ac- 
tideht should r§,\e^l ,it .feer? »ftera i if wat- 
much more lj]|fly ilih create 8|Uspi«to», 
than if it w^; at once made publid that be 
ecUic^ted bar 8i^l ; as it Mra^ not ^n^extra* 
or4Hif ry f if <^iwu)|%0(}6 . t^^t-c a g6ntl$4p9a j 
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of his large fortune should assist aii^ 
officer's widow, left with four infants in 
great indigencOj especially as his ami* 
able disposition. and charitable character 
were uniyersallj known. She consulted 
her friends, and determined to regulate 
her reply bj what the j might consider to 
be right, and thej coincided in the pre- 
sent instance with her ideas c^ propriety ; 
upon which, Mrs. Mortimer expressed 
her thanks to Sir Timothy for bis bene- 
Tolent otter, and informed him, that if 
any secrecy was required, she must be 
obliged to decKM it^ for reasons which 
are givea abave. This produced tbs 
following kind answer/ 

Not. 22Qd. 

Madam, 

As my only wish respecting your 
•on is that he ^ould faa^ve in every re* 
spect a proper snd liberal education, to 
i|iialify him foir the respectable profession 
for which ^ou intend hkn, you will be 
the best judged tbe sttiialio» most pro- 
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per and agreeable to yourself. Had you 
not known a good sthool^ I had thought 
of recommending Mr. Johns' school at 
Kensington; but th& education there is 
not so immediately to the object of pre- 
paring boys for Eton^ and therefore Mr. 
Birch's school (which I hope is the very- 
best school in your neighbourhood) 
will be the best^ and you will have the 
satisfaction of having him near to you. 

It is not my wish to place you in a dis- 
sgteeable situation by the concea,Inient of 
my name ; which I shall only merely beg 
you^not to mention unnecessarily. Were 
you to publish an epitome of your bota- 
nical work^ on the plan I took the liberty 
of suggesting, it mighty I should hope^ 
preclude the necessity of your naming 
me^ which it appears to me adviseable^ if 
possible to avoid. 

I trust that you will not oblige me to 
repeat my request, that you will draw 
libera)ly for every requisite expence : in 
the article of food, may I beg that he 

VOL. I. u 
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may be allowed ( if it be not tbe diet of 
the school) a liberal quantity of tea and 
porter, or two or three glasses of wine 
every day ; it cannot be expected that a 
growing child can apply much, unless 
he has a proper quantity of plain whole- 
some food ; such innocent refreshment as 
that I have mentioned to his delicate 
spirits, and which is very different from 
pampering a child with trash. I take 
the liberty of suggesting these things, of 
which you will be the best judge, as I 
remember the effects on my health and 
spirits, by having been stinted when 
young; 

I remain. Madam, 
Your obedient humble servant, . 

Timothy Flight. 

Mrs. Mortimer had mentioned the 
school of tbe Rev. Mr. Birch in Roches* 
ter, as it was not an expensive one, and 
the child would have been immediately 
under her own inspection ; but when Sir 
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Timothy meotioned the Rev. Mr. Johns' 
9choo1^ she was extremely pleased that 
he took such an interest in her boj's wel- 
fare^ as^ it was the best private school in 
England, consequently she loft no tiote in 
assuring Sir Timothy that she would ac* 
cede to his wishes. The following is his 
answer. 

York, 5. 

Madam^ 

It strikes me as more desirable, in 

every point of view, that your boy should 

be at Mr. Birch's school ; he will 

then be under your eye, and Mr. Johns' 

school is not a preparatbiry school for 

Eton. If you think, or can learn on in- 

quijry, that Mr, Johns' school is better 

than Mr. Birch's, it will be sufficient to 

say^ Jl took the liberty of recommending 

the school. But I remember the disad- 

vantage, when I went to Eton, of not 

having been prepared for it. As you 

think your son^s health does, not require 

wine, allo>v me at least to beg you will. 

H 2 
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desire that be may baye a proper quan<^ 
titj of plaid yirholesome food^ particiH 
larly of tea. I Lave knovvn the bad 
effects of not hayibg proper food at school^ 
wbere the slops given to growing boys 
are' searce fit for pigs. Persons have 
fancies about tea ; in fact^ if' made of 
sufficient strength^ and taken cold^ it 
18 as . strengthening as bark, and much 
lighter ; it is drinking it hot^ and weak^ 
and ntaking it too sweety that affects the 
stomach and nerves ; and I considet it atf 
absolute necessary for a studious person; 
Though not so fattening as milk^ -whiih 
is sometimes given to boys, it is much 
more strengthening, more warming> and 
yet more refreshing. It is impossibfdi 
that a boy \7ho feeds on heavy food; fit 
for a labourer's cbiid^ can be expected io 
apply vrith advantage or pleasure to study. 
You will have the goodness not to quote 
me as having made this dissertation^ but 
it must certainly be your wisbii that in si> 
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tricing a circumstaoceaa diet, your.soa 
ihould have every adi^aatage. 

The plan I took the libertj of cecom* 
meDdiiig^ relative to jour work^ viras to 
publidb a small epitome^ that the sub* 
scribers might have their choice: you 
have shewn jour liberality in publishiog 
it on its present scale^ ao^d the bookseller 
might inform the subscribers that the 
epitome waspublished^by the recommen-* 
dation of jour friends, for thpse who d;i4 
not wi^h to l^ve the Ifirge woi^. 
I remaiu, Madam, 
Your.^edient humble servant, 

Timothy FuoaT. 

P. S. Should jou ever find yourself 
in any immediate pecuniary embarrass* 
ment, you will I hope draw on my 
bankers. 

On the receipt of this letter .Mrs. 
Mortimer comsulted several gentlemen^ 
who all a.dvised her to place ber son.at 

H 3 
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the school recommended by Sir Timo- 
thy^ as being a far superior seminary 
to the one >vhich she had in Tiew^ and 
that he would there make such connec- 
tions, as might be of great service to him 
through life. In consequence of this 
arrangement^ Colonel B. waited on the 
Rev. Mr. Johns^ informing him, that 
at the desire of Sir Timothy Flight, 
Master Lutterel Mortimer was to be 
placed under his care^ and it was 
wished that his education should qua- 
lify him for the clitirch. Mrs. Mor- 
timer went to Kensington with her son, 
and was much pleased with the healthy 
situation of the school; she was delighted 
with the manners of Mr. Johns^ ^i» 
wife, and sister, and was convinced 
that her boy riiust be happy under the 
inspection of persons of their amiable 
deportment. On her return to Kent she 
informed Sir Timothy that her child was 
at school, and he gave an immediate re- 
ply to the information. 
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South-atreet, 16. — — 

Madam^ 

Haying been sent for to town on 
a melancholy occasion. I omitted answer* 
^^S your last letter from Sutton. 

It gives me pleasure to bear tbat jou 
have fixed on Mr. Johns' school. I beg 
he may learn any thing you wish. My 
bankers will acknowledge jour drafts. 
I remain, Madara^ 
Your obedient bumble servant^ 

Timothy Fu«ht. 

A few days after Mrs. Mortimer had 
another letter from Sir Timothy, dated 
from Lincoln. 

Madam, 

When in town on a late melan- 
choly occasion, I fully expected to have 
seen your son : he is, I trust, at present^ 
settled at Mr. Johns'. Let me beg you. 
Madam, to desire that he may be allowed 
tea for breakfast ; and if he have milk, 
let it be for supper^ and as much plain 

h4 
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foodj as bread and buiter^ plain meat, 
and plain fruit-tar(s, as he likes ; if it be 
.your vfish, ^ood beer, for the .beer be 
M^ill be allowed is probably wreteJhed. 
These things appear trifling ; buthaviog 
known the misery of being stinted at 
school (which you will be good enough 
not to repeat)^ itifrmy wish that he should 
not only have plenty of wholesome fojod^ 
but by having his tender spirits noHrish- 
ed^ at leasts by so innocent a refreshment 
as tea^ which I wish him to have of 
pale blacky at least eight or ten shillings 
a pound, to be moderately sweetened 
with the best double-refined sugar, which 
is cheaper, as well as more wholesome 
than the coarse; and that you would 
speak to Mr. Johns, to see himself that 
it be not changed for inferior. sorts, (he 
might breakfast with Mrs. Johns ) rthat 
he may take pleasure 4n his .studies. 
Children, by being fed worse than our 
calves and pigs, are-made to hate school, 
which they should like as their home. 
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By a little sligbt eDCoaragement on your 
part^ remember^ Madam^ it is possible 
for him^ in this glorious country^ to raise 
himself to the summit of his profession :. 
the necessary foundation is> that he be 
lYell grounded by you in good religious 
principles, not in the austerity of a Me- 
thodist^ but the pleasant gentlenjanly 
faith of Christianity^ whose yoke is easy> 
and i^hose ways are pleasantness aqd 
peace. 

Our Saviour's blessing was on the wi- 
dow's mite; and what oifering can we 
suppose more grateful to heaven than 
your instructing your child in these days 
in good principles ; encouraging him to 
store his mind to qualify himself to serve 
his Creator^ in rendering himself a djs-- 
tinguisbed member of the most distin- 
guished and liberal of professioqs — the 
church ? 

As in the Arabian Nights the piece 
of lead proved the best giftj your son 
may hereaftfsr jRnd that the piece of l^ad 

h5 
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it has been in my power to offer him, in 
his education, may prove the best act of 
kindness I could shew him; and you 
vrould feel pleasure if you could do the 
same by your daughters from the fruit ef 
your own exertions. In that point of 
view you will forgive me for saying, it 
would be mistaken delicacy, in my idea, 
not to publish a plain shilling or half- 
crown epitome of your work : you have 
shewn your liberality, by proposing to 
publish your work on its present scale. The 
bookseller need not solicit, but only men- 
tion the fact ; it would still be optional to 
the subscribers. I cannot conclude with- 
out explaining a trifling circumstance, 
-which perhaps made you, at the moment, 
consider me in au unfavourable light. I 
mentioned on the road from Dover, talk- 
ing of the eccentricity and perfect inno- 
cence of mind of a drawing-master, who 
taught my sister, that when drawiflg & 
figure, she had. made the outline incor- 
rect^ he said, Miss, your thigh is too 
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fleshy. It would have been as well not 
to have mentioned such an anecdote, 
however simple, but it struck me you 
misunderstood me, and were it not ex- 
plained^ must have considered me defi- 
cient in the common manners and ideas 
of a gentleman. You will be good 
enough to burn this letter, and not to 
mention, excepting as coming from your* 
self, my ideas about your son's diet. I 
am ever ready to encounter ridicule, if 
necessary; but it is idle, wantonly, to 
expose ourselves to a keen wind. 
I remain. Madam, 
Your obedient humble servant, 

Timothy Flight. 

Mrs. Mortimer inquired of some young 
gentlemen who had been educated at 
Mr. Johns' school, respecting the diet, 
and from their account she found it would 
be useless to request any other attention 
paid to her boy's food than what was 
customary in the seminary, as they had 
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ample provision^ anil of the best kind ; 
•and the couBteaaAcea of the ehildren;mii6t 
conviace every pareat that their health 
'ifras carefully attended to; consequenitly 
'she did not permit her son^to have any^of 
; those indulgences which Sir Timothy had 
80 liberally offered. Indeed^ it would be 
difficult to speak int'oo^bigh terms of the 
school ; and it was a subject of deep re- 
gret to ' Mrs. Mortimer^ that she could 
not afford to place her other boy there. 

It may be concluded: that; Mrs. Mor- 
timer felt the most unbounded gratitude 
for Sir Timothy Flight: -she looked up 
to him as a superior being ; and her chil- 
dren^ as 9oon aathey could lisp^ were 
taught to pray for him as the benefactor 
of the orphans. 

The schooKbills -were > regularly paid. . 
Sir Timothy had taken ILutterel Morli- 
mer home to hia house^at the' Midsummer 
vacation^ and the child waa treated with 
the greatest kipdness aiid attention. : Har- 
riet Mortimer continued to bad^ that/ it 
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was doubtful whether the child could 
survire many weeks. Sir Timothy heard 
of this, and addressed Mrs. Mortimer, 
as follows: 

ToA. 
Madam^ 

Xiet:nie entreat jou io have the 

very best adviicef^r your dear <}aughter^ 

and let meiosistoayojargiyiiig your girls 

the very best education. > It will not ruin 

me^ depend on it. Heaven bless your 

dear child^ and may your boy prove a 

consolation to you^ which may you never 

need. Believe me^ 

Your's, very truly, 

Timothy < FuGHT. 
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CHAP. V. 

*' Alas ! bow is it with yon, 

That you do bend your eye on racancy. 

And with the incorporeal air do hold discourse ? 

Forth at your eyes your spirits wildly peep ; 

And^ as the sleeping soldiers in the alarm, 

Your bedded hair, like life in excrements. 

Starts up and stands on end, O, gentle son. 

Upon the heat and flame of thy distemper 

Sprinkle cool patience, whereon to look.'* 



When Lutterel Mortimer's second 
school-bill was presented for payment at 
Messrs. Devaynes, Noble, and Co. the 
bankers refused to honour it. Mr. Johns 
informed Mrs. Mortimer of this disagree- 
able circumstance, upon which she wrote 
to the bankers for some information on 
the subject, when she received the fol- 
lowing letter from Sir Timothy Flight's 
solicitor. 
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Lincoln's Inn* 

Madam^ 

If ^fou will let your draft for twen- 
ty-five pounds be again presented to Sir 
Timothy Flight's bankers^ it will be 
paid ; but I am desired to say^ that no 
farther drafts will be attended to. 

I am^ Madam^ 
Your most obedient humble servant^ 

G£OR6£ EqUITV. 

• 

Mrs. Mortimer could not conceivo 
from what cause Sir Timothy Flight had 
withdrawn his voluntary bounty : she was 
perfectly miserable, as she concluded that 
either «he had offended him, or that he 
had received some unfavourable impres- 
sion of herself, or child. She therefore 
immediately wrote to Mr. Equity, en- 
treating him to inform her by whose au- 
thority he was directed to forbid her 
drawing on Messrs. Devaynes and Co. in 
future, for her son's education ; to Ti?bich 
he gave her this reply : 
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Lincoln's Ina« 

Madanij 

Mr. Flight, the hrotherof Sir Ti- 

tiDothy Flighty is now in to.wn^ io^Squth- 

ifltreet^ Grosvenor-square ; If you will 

have the goodness to explain to him jour 

expectations^ he will answer you. 

I remain^ Madam^ 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

George Equity. 

This letter did not clear up the mys- 
tery; and as Colonel B. had transacted 
^eyery thing respecting Mrs. Mortimer's 
. son being educated by Sir Timothy, she 
requested that he would. see Mr. Flighty 
and gain the necessary information frcfoi 
himy relating to the correspond.ence which 
she had had with Mr. Equity. Sooo 
after Ihis^ Colonel.B. wrote to her. 

19, Ficcadmj. 

DearMadam^ 

Mr.. Flight has just called upon 
me^ and has made, a confideoiial commu- 
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fikation respecting the situation of his 
brother^ and upon \?hich be requests you 
vrill preserve an inyiolable secrecy. The 
unfortunate circumstance is> that Sir Ti- 
mothy .has become so much deranged^ 
that the &mily have been under the ne- 
cessity of placing him under the care of 
proper people; and he unluckily never 
.made .aoy mention to them j^specting his 
placing your son at school, or his future 
views for his welfare. Mr. Flight has 
however desired me to say that he has 
coAsxilt^ .with :bis uncle the Bishop of 

* - and that Xutterel is to be coati- 

mied at school for the present^ though 
they cannot pledge themselves as \o pro- 
viding for him in future ; but the hope 
is^ that a few months proper care and 
attention may restore his brother, and 
'then every thing he promised will cer* 
tainly be don^. He requests to hear from 
you the terms of the school^ which 1 
could not exactly recollect, also what 
:has beisn paid, $tnd vqhatmaynow bed\io 
toMr. Johps, 
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Trusting that eTOrj thing respecting 
Lutterel M^ill go on agreeably to the ut- 
most i/f^ishes you could have formed, 
I am^ dear Madam^ 
Your's, very truly, 

James B-— . 

This account of Sir Timothy Flight 
^as a great affliction to Mrs. Mortimer. 
That so good a man should be so heavily 
afflicted was a public calamity, for he 
was the widow's friend^ a father to the 
orphan, and his hand was ever extended 
to the repentant sinner. 

^^ O^ what a noble mind was here overthrown ! 
The courtier's, soldiers, scholar's eye, tongue, 

sword : 
Th' expectancy and rose of the fair state, 
The glass of fashion, and the mould of f drm^ 
Th' obsery'd of all observers! quite, quite down!" 

Mrs. Mortimer sent the copies of all 
the letters she had ever received from Sir 
Timothy Flight to his brother; and 
when the next school-bill became dufi 
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she informed Mr. Flight of the amount^ 
vho immediatelj gave her this replj^ 
eoGlosing a draft for the sum :— 

So nth Street. 

Madam^ 

I have had the honour of receiv- 
ing your letter^ and I confidently (rust 
that my brother will have it very soon ia 
his own power to write to you himself, 
and to fulfil in his own person his inten- 
tions towards your son. 

I have the honour to remain. 
Madam, 

r 

Your obedient and humble servant^ 

William Flight. 

Mrs. Mortimer had a great weight 
taken from^ her heart, by having the 
eldest son educated for the church, as she 
hoped that his house hereafter would be 
an asylum for her two girts ; the eldest 
of whom she thought would probably be 
a cripple. This child was an enormous 
cxpence to her, for she was obliged to pay 
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.for her board near London, that she 
.might be under the care of an eminent 
professional .man> in. the .hope that by 
constant care and attention she would 
recover her bearing. 

Two of her own male relations were 
extremely kind to her^ and frequently as- 
sisted her. Her husband's family she 
knew very little of ; she had onljr been 
introduced to his brother^ who was a 
naval officei* out of employment. He 
had married - a very amiable woman^ a 
lady of quality; her brother educated 
and supported both his children, and 
allowed also an annuity to his wife. Her 
family, on the first of her marriage^ which 
was against their consent, would have 
)got him. some lucrative r appointment in 
the West Indies, but he objected, to tbe 
climate. This d^obliged them; .and ^^^ 
he was a gentleman of e^^pensive . babil^> 
and his ladj seldopi resided with hjoij 
they gave up all xqmmunicatipn ^i^l^ 
him^ ,and when r CoJqq^l Mortiip^r difl^ 
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he was on the impress service in Ireland.^ 
Hubertine informed him of the mdaa* 
cholj loss M^hich she had sustained^ to 
\ivbich he gave an unfeeling repljr; of 
this she took no notice^ but, from time to 
time^ informed him of his nephews and 
nieces^ for she never forgot that he was 
brother to the father of her children^ and 
ought to be acquainted with whatever 
concerned his relatives; but he never 
gave himself the trouble to answer her 
letters^ or took the least notice of the 
children. The next letter which Mrs. 
Mortimer received from Mr. Flight gave 
her some hopes of Sir Timothy's speedy 
recovery. 

Sunning Hill, Staines. 
Madam^ 

Owing to my absence from home, 

I did not receive your letter until this 

morning: I have enclosed a draft on 

Messrs. Devaynes, ^ for £ 37. %s. Id* 

dated August the 25th^ to allow you time 

to inform me if the letter has reached 
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j^ou: I am happy to acquaint you that 
my brother is daily growing belter. I 
have the honour to remain. 
Madam, 

Your obedient humble servant^ 
William Flight. 

P. S« I will trouble you to direct for me at 
Sunning Hill^ Staines. 

Not long after this letter from Mr. 
Flighty she was informed that he was 
supposed to be in a decline, and was gone 
to Lisbon for the recovery of his health. 
Mrs. Mortimer had not the pleasure of 
knowing him, but report spoke loudlj 
in his praise ; he was the counterpart of 
Tgv'hat Sir Timothy was when first intro- 
duced to her ; he possessed every virtue, 
and when the news arrived of his death, 
not only his relations, but all who knew 
him, sincerely lamented his loss. ' Lady 
Flight then wrote a polite note to Mrs. 
Mortimer, and till Sir Timothy recover- 
ed, paid Lutterel Mortimer's school-billi. 
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Mrs. Mortimer^ some months after this 
* period^ came to fetch her little girl from 
Richmond, and hearing that Sir Timothy 
was recovered^ called on him. He look* 
ed ill^ but appeared perfectly recovered, 
which gave her great pleasure^ as she felt 
a very sincere regard for him. After this, 
Mrs. Mortimer experienced great trou- 
ble; her invaluable friend, Mrs. Forth, 
died^ and the other boarders vrho came to 
her^ so far from making amends for such 
a loss, were old maids and discontented 

> 

widows, whom it was impossible to please, 
98, although ihey had never been accus- 
tomed either to the elegancies, or even 
comforts of life, her table could never 
meet with their approbation. 

To increase the unpleasantness of her 
situation, Harriet Mortimer had a com- 
plaint formed near the joint of her elbow, 
which was thought to be a white swelling, 
and in a few weeks became so bad^ that 
amputation was recommended. Although 
Mrs. Mortimer had the advantage of 
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being in a toMrli' where she could bave 
excellent medical assistance^ she regret- 
ted that she was so situated, as to be in- 
capable of applying to several surgeons 
for their opinion, before her child lost 
her right arm. She wrote this wish to 
an officer of the Royal Marines, who waf 
then at Deal, and from whom she had 
received the greatest kindness and atten- 
tion. He spoke to the surgeons of the 
naval hospital at that place, who most 
humanely oflferedi if Mrs. Mortimer 
would brings the child to them, and re- 
main in the neighbourhood of the hospi- 
tal, that they would cotistantly attend her 
gratis. This was tOo eligible an offer to 
be refused, but she could not accomplish 
this expence without selling all her furni- 
ture, which she did immediately. A« 
soon as she heard from the surgeons, 
that they did not apprehend her child's 
complaint was a white swelling, and that 
amputation would not be necessary, she 
left three of her children, with a servant/ 
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under fhe care of her friend^ the marine 
officeratDeal^ and took a lodging in Hat- 
ton Garden^ that she might be near a per- 
son ^ho taught the art of making camel's 
hair^ fitch^ and sable pencils ; for iivhich 
she paid him twenty guineas. The usual 
time for learning this trade was twelve 
months; but as Mrs. Mortimer painted id 
oil aild water colours^ it was not so dif- 
ficult for her to learn as a person who 
could not tell a good pencil from a bad 
one ; and as she devoted her whole time 
to it^ she returned to her family at the 
end of six weeks. She got a considerable 
order from a fashionable house in the 
metropolis^ and she used to work from 
six in the morning till twelve at night, 
and by sending a man to Margate^ J)over, 
and the neighbouring towns^ to dispose of 
the produce of her labour; she supported 
her- children respectably. The marine 
officer^ when on shore^ boarded with her^ 
as also did Mr. Stanton and his child. 
Mrs. Mortimer now found, as her 

TOL. I, I 
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fa^piilj !n<:f eased in size^ that it was Deces* 
sary she should do somethiog more for 
their maintenance than taking boarders : 
the trade which she had adopted she 
could dp in private^ and her daughters 
hereafter do the same ; as she wishedi 
although she knew it to Le a false pride, 
to k^ep up that rank in society in which 
she had lived from her birth. 

As the winter came on^ the sea air 
proved too piercing for Harriet Morti* 
mer« and her mother thought that ia 
London slie could exert herself more for 
the advantage of her family^ and with 
greater secrecy^ than in a country 
towo. Her friend the marine officer again 
stepped.'foTward to assist her; he had two 
nieceSj *who wished for some improve- 
ment in the superficial parts of education; 
and their brother, who was in the law, 
had business in town^ when it w«s decided 
that Mrs. Mortimer should take a house 
jn an airy situation. As soon, therefore, 
as she was settled in a street near Caveo- 
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dkh-square^ Mr. and the two Miss Lan- 

toos came to her. Here she began to ex-* 

perieoce some quiet : her child was nearly 

recovered. She let her first floor^ and 

iii^ith what she xei^eived for the board of 

Mr. and Miss Lantons^ painting glass 

vases, making pencils^ &c. &c. she con* 

trived to provide for her cliildren, and 

was thankful that she had received such 

an education as could make her useful 

to- her familjj and gratefbl to those who 

had instructed her^ as she perfectly agreed 

inopinion with Rowe« respecting ihe true 

eqd Qf education/ 

'' Aad therefore wert thoa bred to virtuous know* 
ledge, 

And tvisdom early planted ia thy soul, 
That thoa might^st know to rule thy 6ery passions. 
To bind their rage and stay their headlong course, 
1V> bear with accidents, and every change 
' Of Ydrious life; to struggle withadfcrsity, 
To wait the leisure of therighteous Gods, 
Till they, in their own good appointed hour, 
Shall bid their better days come forth at once, 
A long aitd shining train, till thou, well pleasM, 
Shall bow,4Dd bless thy fate, and nay the Gods aro 
just* 

i2 
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When she had been about six months 
in her new residence^ she had a letter from 
the Reverend Doctor Johns^ informing 
her that Messrs. Deyajnes and Co. were 
no lopger Sir Timothj Flight's bankers, 
and she was directed to apply to Mr. 
Abraham Modish^ in the Temple^ who 
would give her the necessary information 
respecting" the change that had taken 
place. Mrs. Mortimer accordingly went, 
and was shewn through a suite of apart- 
ments, elegantly fitted up, apparently 
quite new, and very unlike the solicitor's 
rooms she had been accustomed to see, 
as the papers, books, &c. all appeared as 
if just arrived from the shop At length 
fihe was introduced to a little Jew look- 
ing fellow, as Mr. Alexander Modish. 
He was all politeness, saying that his 
father would be sorry that she called in 
his absence ; that they had now the 
honour of being Sir Timothy Flight's 
agei^ and bankers ; that he would him- 
self call on her in a few days, and bring 
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her the amount of Master Lutterel Mor* 
timer's scbool-billj which he accordioglj 
did^ at the same time representing that 
he thought the charges enormous^ as he 

m 

himself had been educated in a school 

in the vicinity of the inetropolb for half 

the sum^ with several other observations 

on the same topic^ which offended Mrs. 

Mortimer^ as she thought the young 

solicitor was ^ taking a great liberty in 

finding fault with the school at which 

his employer thought proper to place her 

•en. She happened to be busily employed 

when Mr. Alexander Modish entered^ in 

fittipgf up some card-racks and pin* 

cushions^ &c. for ei^portation ; he offered 

topurchasespHieof the articles; this also 

was disagreeable to A^rs.Mortiniier, as she 

never sold her work by retail. He took. 

Ifis leave with saying that Sir Timothy 

Flight would be soon in town^ which 

determined Mrs. Mortimer to paint a 

small vase^ for Lutterel Mortimer to pre- 

lent to his patron. She had before paint* 

i3 
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ed R set of skreens for him, not by waj 
-of making any return for his munificence, 
huH to prove that she feit grateful for his 
bounty. 

Mrs. Mortimer's time was jo fully em- 
ployed that she liad very little leisure for 
visitio^; but it was grateful to ber feel- 
ings to receive invitations from persons 
of rank, who had known her previously 
to her marriage^ as it convinced her thai 
they considered the exertions which she 
made for her children's welfare was no 
disgrace to her : every one, however, 
was notof this opinion. On her first going 
into barh^cks^ she was introduced to r par*> 
ticular friend of Colonel Mortimer ; he 
was then, just appointed to that division, 
and had brought, his wife and dRUghter. 
With this family Mrs. Mortimer wai 
particularly intimate: they wert in U* 
mitted circumstances, and resided in it 
lodging, with one man and one maid 
servant ; and the lady and her daughter 
were compelled to assist in the hpuiehold 
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concerns. Seldom a daj p^assed that this 
family and the Mortimers did not meet : 
the elderly lady suffered under very se- 
vere indUposition ;' and Mrs. Mortimer 
really loved the family^ so that she at- 
tended her in sickness^ and when io health 
contributed to her amusement^ and looked 
upon them as sincere friends. The gen- 
llemati was of no family or education ; a 
weak tnan^ and easily led by those about 
bim : and^ as is the case with weak 
minds^ not able to bear prosperity ^frith- 
humility. A rapid promotion wbicli 
took place in the corps exalted this little 
man ( io his own ideas) to be equal with 
a king. He was removed from Chat* 
ham ; but an his attendance was some* 
times requisite wttfe the division, after 
Colonel Mortimer's deaths he and his fk* 
mily on those occasions favoured Mrs. 
Mortimer with their company ; and she 
i0vas delighted to have her friends with 
her. But wlien the dreadful lituation of 
Harriet Mortimer obliged her mother to 

1* 
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leave Rocbester, and to learn a trade ta 
inaintain her infants^^ these sincere friends 
were informed of her future plane^ and 
thus ended all comoiunication ; for they 
were now such little great peopie^ that to 
Tisit a person who had recourse to labour 
to 'procure a livelihood would have been 
highly indecorous iu a nmn of his rank. 
Mrs. Mortimer was not aware that such 
friendship as had existed between tbeoi 
could be. terminated by her making pea* 
eils; therefore^ as they did not call on 
lier when first she came to town, she 
concluded that some of the family were 
ill^ and shp went to see them^ when she 
was recemd with great form^ but with- 
out any signs of friendship* The lady 
mentioned that her son had been married 
some months* This Mrs. Mortimer knew^ 
bvt had taken no notice of it^ as she 8up<* 
posed his having "married the sister of 
sotne milliner at Gorkj without a sixpence, 
was rather a subject of grief than rejoic^- 
fig; . l)Mt :.9s: the qld lady had men- 
tioned twice that hf r son had married a 
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▼ery pretty woman^ who was going; 
abroad with hicDj she concluded that the 
old folks were offended at her not having 
sent a congratulatory epistle on the occa- 
sion ; consequently^ when she got home^ 
she wrote what she conceived would 
please the old gentlewoman. In reply to 
tills letter .Mrs. Mortimer was informed 
tiiat since they came to reside iri London 
they had so increased their acquaintance 
Hiat they could not augment them ; that 
tiiey heard that she had some ladies com- 
ing to reside with her ; and they sin* 
cerely hoped that her new employment 
might prove successful. Mrs. Morti- 
mer felt hurt and disgusted at this ' let- 
ter^ as she knew their great society con-* 
sisted of a few i;lerks and their wives ; 
but she dc4;ermined never to enter their 
doors again. Not long after, the gentle- 
man called on her ; but she had given 
prders always to be deqied to atiy part of 
ttiat family. 

i5 
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Sir Timothy Flight came to town, and 
Lutterel Mortimer took him as a present 
the vase which Mrs. Mortimer had paint"-', 
ed. He was. pleased with the perform- 
ance^ and wrote to her in a few dajs. 

Soujth«8treet, Friday morning. 

Dear Mad9.ai^ 

Excuse liaste ; I . shall be happy 
i0 see you any day. I dine at half past 
five^ if you like to take my mutioa 
with me any day ; and be good enough 
to bring some of your choice specimens 
of drawing. 

I remain your*s> &c/ 4kc. 

TlMOTHT Fj^IGQf , 

By the desire of her friends^ Mrs. Mor- 
timer fixed a day for herself, and son to 
dine with the Baronet. On the morning 
of that day his servant gave her this let- 
ter. 

Dear Madam^ 

I I think it necessary to nieniioo 
that I have a youo^ l»dy living with me 
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who 18 by the world G008tdered mj mis- 
tress. 

I need not assure you » from my coo* 
duct to Lutterel^ that my chief mo- 
tive in takiag her under my care wa» 
pity at seeing^ a child fifteen years old^ as 
she then was^ with a father, mother^ sis- 
ter and brother^ aod yet not a house whi- 
ther to go. They who ought to have 
guarded her were the first ready to plunge 
her into perdition. I snatched her from 
so horrible an abyss ; and no one need 
now know but that she is my young 
cousin, cheerful and lively> like a child 
from schooK 

As one must be guided by the rules of 
society, you need not feel scruples vvhen 
you know all last year all the fashion- 
able» with their sons and daughtert. Were 
crowding to Mrs.——, who is only a 
Prince's kept mistress. 

As irom extreme delicacy, you can 
come as to see me, and can behave to any 
CAC else, if you feel prudish^ with com* 
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mon civility^ as you would to any person 
who might have sailed in the packet. 
I aruj Madam^ 

Yoi;irs, &c. &c. 

Timothy Fmcfht. 

Sunday morning. 

P. S. Do not come if jou had rather not'. 

This was a distressing piece of intelli- 
gence ; for the letter was dictated -in sucli 
terms as gave doubts to Mrs. Mortimer 
respecting the character, of the young 
person alluded to: but upon a second 
perusal^ she felt ashamed of doubting^ for 
one moment, the niotive* which induced 
Sir Timothy to take a young creature 
under his protection. . Had he not, unso- 
licitedj engaged to provide for her child ? 
The world she knew was censorious ; and 
if persons sacri6ced their feelings to the 
opinion of the multiti^de, the widow and 
tbe helpless orphan would have few 
friends ; for those whose hearts ^re too 
contracted to allow them to perform a 
single generous action, always scandeliM 
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those ^ho are possessed of such a bless* 
iDg: so sure it is, that^ more, or less^ 
everyone judges of others by their own 
standard. With the impression of seeing 
a schoolgirls Mrs. Mortimer repaired 
to Sir Jimothy Flight's. She bad only 
seen him twice since the death of her 
husband ; and with the partiality of a fond 
mother^ concluded that the more he saw 
of her son the stronger interest he lYOuId 
feel in his future welfare. She also felt 
it her duty^ as far as she was able^ to 
meet his wishes on all occasions; and it 
struck her; that probably the poor gir)^ 
of whom he made such pathetic mention^ 
remained at his house because he knew 
no person with whom he could place her ; 
or» that with his own benevolent ideas^ 
he was fearful that if trusted to strangers 
she might not be treated^ with such tenr 
derness as her unprotected situation de* 
manded. Mrs. Mortimer therefore de« 
teicmined to examine the young lady's 
behaviour minutely ; and if she really 
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appeared what ftheardentljr wished to find 
her, she would offer Sir Timothy to receive 
her, and that she should find in her a se* 
eond mother, as she would, if necessary, 
instruct her, and shew her the same affec* 
tion that she had for her own chihlren* 

At the appointed time Mrs Mortimer 
took her son to South-street. The Ba- 
ronet had not returned from bis morning's 
drive ; but she found books, paintings, 
&c. which enabled her to pass her time 
agreeably till his return. She saw him 
descend from his curricle, with a lady 
who appeared to be inore that fifteen ; 
and soon afterwards he entered with Mr» 
Alexander Modish, who was dressed in 
the style of a Sunday Hyde Park jockey. 
Sir Timothy, with his usual elegance of 
manners, made an apology for not being 
aware that the distance of the place to 
which he had been would prevent his 
being at home in time to receive 'Mrs* 
Mortimer and her son : . he hoped she 
would also pardon his icsaving her for a 
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&w lainutes to change his dress, M r^ 
Alexander Modish remained ; and she 
took the opportunitj of Sir Timothy's 
absence to ask him respecting {the young 
lady whom she had seen. He gave Mrs, 
Mortimer to understand that^he was a 
protegee of the Baronet's^ and he had 
taken her out of compassion. The world; 
he observed^ was censorious ; '* But you^ 
Madam^ knowfiir Timothy Flight's phi- 
lanthropy^ and that his goodness is such 
that he is ever ready to assist the unfor- 
tunate/^ 

The young lady did not make her ap- 
pearance till dinner was served^ and Sir 
Timothy did not introduce her, which ra- 
ther surprised Mrs. Mortimer : she there- 
fore requested to know her name. '* Har- 
riet Shark,*' he replied. The conver- 
sation while at table was chiefly on tho 
progress which Lutterel had made in 
bis education, excepting ever and anon 
the Baronet spoke in very disrespectful 
terms of his nearest relations,' in which 
Mr. Alexander Modish joined, saying 
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it was shameful that more had not been 
made of the Baronet's fortune during 
bis Imig minority; that ten thousand 
pounds had never been accounted for ; 
and that his former solicitor^ Mr. Equity^ 
should have recovered it when the Ba- 
ronet came of age. All this appeared 
very -wonderful to Mrs. Mortimer^ as 
when she first knew Sir Timothy^ he ap- 
peared to idolize his family^ and she knew 
them ta be persons of rank and great re* 
spectability^ and incapable of doing a. 
mean action. 

In the afternoon Sir Timothy told 
Mrs, Mortimer that he was extremely 
sorry to find that she worked to support 
her childreUj as she had always had hk 
permission to draw on his bankers when 
under any pecuniary embarrassment; She 
told him that she was sensible of his ji- 
berality> but she could not think of avail- 
ing herself of it ; that whit he did for 
her boy was more than she could have 
expected ; and she had^ invariably» when 
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ahe drew for her son's i^chool-bilUsehtDr. 
Johns' account with the draft. He then 
ffaid that she could be of the greatest ser- 
vice to him ; that his mother could not 
live many weeks^ and hairing no near fe-* 
male relation to take an interest id hid 
concerns^ he was imposed on bj his ser^< 
vants and trades-people^ and wanted some 
one about him who had bis interest at 
heart; that he, could trust her to write 
for him^ and^ - in shorty to superintend 
all his affairs; that if Mrs. Mortimer 
veould do this^ she must lemove to Brigh- 
ton^ where he faiid a cottage^ which he 
vrould let her reside in^ and allow her a 
handsome remuneration for her trouble : 
that it was his intention to educate her 
other boy ; but as he vfas not designed 
Tor the church «he must look out for a 
cheaper school than Dr. Johns'; but he 
hoped to see her often, and that they 
would then settlef something for her ad« 
yanfage. Mr. . Alexander Modish :ex<- 
pressed bis "wishes that Mrs, Mortimer 
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would comply with Sir Timothy's desire, 
M he had several houses at Brighton, 
which vrauted furnishing, and that he 
rcalfj required a respectable female to 
•uperiatend his concerns. 

As to Miss Shark, Mrs. Mortimer 
was at a loss what to think of her ; she 
was very pretty, and appeared to be 
•bout six or seven and twenty ; she af- 
fected a nair^te of manner, which was 
pleasing; her behaviour was perfectly 
correct, but there was somrthing in her 
appearance, and the tammr in which 
the gentlemen behaved to her, that cre- 
«ted some suspicion in the breast of Mn . 
Mortimer. 

It was natural for Mrs. Mortimer to 
turn in her mind the offer which Sir 
Timothy had made her ; she also talked 
with Mr. Charles Stanton and some 
friends on the subject, and they agreed 
with her in thinking, that independent of 
its being a very lucrative situation, that 
it was an indispensable duty in her, to 
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devote ber whole time^ and to do every 
thing in ber power^ to promote the Baro* 
net's welfare ; as it was ouly by pToving 
in this manner her gratitude^ thai she 
could convince hMli how thankful she 
was for his benevolence to her son ; and 
by her fidelity in serving Sir Timothy 
she would secure him as a benefactor to 
her children. On the Tue&day morning 
fpllowiog this note was delivered to her : 

My dear Madam^ 

If disengaged^ should you like to 
come^and definitively conclude your bar* 
gain to-morrow^ or next day^ by which 
you are only to amuse yourself in the 
mornings by drawing a little, when it 
suits your pleasure. 

Believe me^ dear madam, 
Yoor's truly, &c. &c. 

TlMOTHV FUOHT. 

Tuesday Morning. 

Mrs« Mortimer attended Sir Timothy 
the same day, when he oiTered her five 



/ 



188 ■ BftlGHTON IN AN VPROJiB. 

hundred pounds a year ; this she de« 
dined, considering it far too large a 
salary. It M^as then decided that she 
should have three , hundred per annum, 
and a house to reside in free of rent and 
taxes ; but this was a verbal agreement 
in presence of Miss Shark and Mr. Alex« 
ander Modish ; Mrs. Mortimer having 
such an opinion of Sir Timothy, that to 
ask {or any vf ritten document never en- 
tered into her mind. In consequence of 
this arrangement, Mrs. Mortim er parted 
from her house in Charles-street, the 
two Miss Lantons were to return to their 
friends iii Scotland, and Mrs. Mortimer 
and her family remove to Brighton. AU 
this, however^ took some weeks to ac- 
complish, during which period Sir 
Timothy sent for Mrs. Mortin^er every 
day. to South -street, generally at His 
breakfast hour. She lamented to see 
that he had an occasional eccentricity^ 
which might be productive of bad, conse- 
quences, for he was so incapable of du* 
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pliciiy in his own character^ thai he sus- 
pected it not in others^ and she saw^ with 
concern^ that; Mr, Alexander Modish 
governed all his actions^ and either he^ 
or his younger brother, Mr, Symphony 
Modish^ were constantly with the Baro- 
net^ to appearance by accident; but 
Mrs. Mortimer began to suspect that 
tliat was not the case. While Sir Timo- 
thy wa^ at breakfast, generally one of 
these gentlemen dropped in ; soon after^ 
persons would call with snuff-boxes> dia-* 
mond-rings^ neck-laces« watches^ and 
various articles of jewellery ; the Mr. 
Modisbes would extol the beauty of 
the articles^ and tell the Baronet that 
a person of his rank should have a cabi* 
net of curiosities : one man brought a 
ring — it was an antique^ set round with 
a few brilliants : the foreigner to whom 
it belonged assured Sir Timothy that 
he was the first person who had seen it; 
it was the self same ring which Bona-* 
parte wore on his finger when he con* 
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qtiered Egjpt. Mrs. Mortimer having 
some doubts of this, 4sked the man hov 
it came' into his possession ; he said that 
the Emperor Napoleon had given it to 
one of his victorious generals, who had 
presented it to his favourite mistress^ vnth 
whom he had quarrelled; that the ladj 
had occasion for monej^ and had given 
him the ring to dispose of. Of course, so 
great a curiosity v^as purchased, to add 
to the rest. From the description of some 
of the viratches and boxes, which vi^ere 
imposed on Sir Timothy, Mrs. Mortimer 
was informed that they were the re- 
mains of a museum, which was formerly 
exhibited in London by a Mr. Cox. 
She thiis frequently saw thousands ex- 
pended in a morning, and when she ven- 
tured to make any observation on tbe 
great expence attending this cabinet of 
curiosities, Mr. Alexander Modish al- 
wuys replied, that as the Baronet did not 
dissipate his fortune at a gaming-table, 
such trifling expences could not be felt 
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bjr him. The Mr. Modisbes were pre- 
sented with watches, and elegant diamond 
broaches, bj Sir Timothy, with leave to 
chuse such ornamental trinkets as were 
worn by young men of fashion, at his 
expence, in consideration of their having 
recommended him to a jeweller and silver- 
smith in the Strand, who would give him 
any length of credit which suited his con- 
venience. It was also observed, hy Mr. 
Alexander Modish, that when the^ Baro- 
net was tired of these baubles^ they 
could be sent abroad, where they would 
fetch double the price that had been 
given for them. 

This was not the only imposition which 
roused Mrs. Mortimer's suspicion re- 
specting Sir Timothy's solicitors ; they 
would bringleases, &c. for him to sign, 
j ust as dinner was served, and he exe- 
cuted these deeds, or leases, without ex- 
amining the contents j and frequently, 
when Sir Timothy was in such an agi- 
tated state of mind as to render him to- - 
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tally, unfit for business of any sort. 
Sir Timothy wa» by no means madj 
foe . he possessed for hours together^ 
and even for days, a sound state of 
mind ; but it was necessary thart he 
fifabuld have sOme pursuit, to keep his 
attention fixed, and it depended on those 
about him to direct those pursuits inio 
a -proper channel. At times he certainly 
had a flightiness of imagination, which 
appeared to proceed from an elevated 
mind, and in those moments he would 
promise to patrotiize people, advance 
them money to procure patents for the 
acconiplishment of impossibilities ; and 
Mrs. Mortimer saw, with heart*pierciag 
^rief, that the benevolent benefactor of 
her son, in these moments of irritation, 
became the dupe of a party of designing 
villains. This party took advantage pf 
his calamity, by making him execute 
bonds and drafts, upon which, when he 
reflected coolly, he was loath to abide by, 
but was compelled to do so, for fear of 
their exposing him^ as his dread of bein^^ 



^ 
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coD&Bed iR a mad-hoti88 embittered his' 
life^ and the artful persons'with wbon 
he was connected took advantage of this 
fear, bjr which meaiur he was completely 
in their power. Miss Shark acted the 
(yart of an accomplice ; as Mrs. Mpr** 
timer learnt that the young lady^ wh» 
had been presented to her as a boarding*- 
•chool MisSj had been a eemmon prosti* 
tute, and was throvrn ia Sir Timothy's 
way^ with an artful story of distress^ as 
the party knew that bis heart would 
instantly feel interested for the person so 
represented. It. answered their expecta* 
tion^ and he took her home : had she 
possessed one atom of generosity in her 
composition^ she would have exerted the 
influence she had of ec him^ to prevent 
his being ruined by the wretches who 
preyed on him ; instead of which^ she 
joined in deceiving him^ and continued 
to pursue the same libertine life> from 
which he thought he had extricated her, 

TOL. I. K 
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for he took her from a scene of vice and 
profligacy. * 

Sir Timothy^ a few days after Mrs. 
Mortimer had sett)#d with him to super- 
intend his concerns, requested that she 
would go down to Brighton, to take the 
plans of some houses for which he was 
in treaty^ and also to ascertain what fur- 
niture would be required to furnish four 
houses fit for the reception of lodgers. 
He said his steward would be in town, 
and Mr. Cbissel would see that fhe had 
proper accommodation prepared for her 
reception ; as it would be unpleasa it to 
go to a strange place alone. He desired 
that she would take the youngest Miss 
Lanton with her^ and that if possible be 
would join ber there the next week. 
Previous to her departure Mrs. Morti- 
mer was introduced to Mr. Cbissel ; and 
as he will frequently make his appear- 
ance in these anecdotes, it may be plea- 
sant to the reader to have some know* 
ledge of this great personage. 



^ 
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That be had a father and mother is all 
that ever could be known of his pedi- 
gree ; he was brought up a carpenter^ 
but not being in a situation to obtain em- 
plojment^ be enlisted into a regiment 
of dragoons^ from which be either de« 
serted^ or was discharged^ and^ for some 
years^ the world laboured under the af- 
fliction of not knowing what had become 
of this knight of the chip. Reports va* 
ried concerning him ; some said he had 
been sent against his inclination to New 
South Wales to fetch wool : others^ that 
be had never been out of the kingdom 
which had given birth to so great a hero. 
He himself assured everj one that he had 
been the intimate friend and travelling 
eompanion of a German Baron ; that he 
bad made the tour of Europe, to study 
agriculture, and that he was now supe* 
rior to any other person in the know- 
ledge of that useful art. He had suf^ 
fered greatly from being so much in 
foreign parts, as from the variety of Ian* 

It 8 
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guageSi ^hich be had been under the 
necessity of learnings be returned ta bi* 
native land incapable of speaking Me ; 
as^ although be conversed in English^ it 
Tfras only that part of the language called 
the vulgar tongue in which be excelled, 
and could be clearly understood. ^ 

To the great benefit of society, when 
His Royal Highness the Prince built bis 
spacious stables at Brighton, workmen 
flocked from all parts of England to db* 
tain employment, and amongst them Mr. 
Chissel, the late friend of the German 
Baron ; but as he could not get sufficient 
business, being a man of a liberal mind, 
he did job-work for the inhabitants at a 
reduced price. Mr. Chissel, however, 
bad the good fortune to be bom under a 
lucky planet, and in this situation Captain 
Flash, who had the command of a troop 
in the regiment of dragoons in which Mr. 
Chissel had «erved, recognized him. He 
asked Chissel how he was engaged, and 
being informed that he had to support a 
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vlfe and fi^mily by cbaoce custom^ it 
atruclj: the noble Captain^ that^ in serving 
this mad^ hfi jcouLd esseatialljr benefit his 
pwa i»mily. His father had ao esta|» 
teps^Bted by a net of turbulent people : 
be could not manage them himself ; and 
although the Captain could swear^ they 
di4 BOt mind him ; but as Mr. Cbissel 
WAS a man six feet high ; could swear^ 
4e¥ea better than the Captain ; eouM box, 
if required ; ^nd could frighten several 
by bis appearance, he was appointed by 
Captain Flash to be the steward of this 
estate^ that he might bring this riotous 
ienantry iirto better order. When thd 
Mf* Modishes became solicitors to Sir 
Timothy Flight, and keeping the old 
steward on the estates would have been 
impolitic, Mr, Chissel was advanced to the 
office of steward to Sir Timothy, with'a sa- 
lary of three hundred pounds per annum. 
From his long residence with his friend 
the Baron, and having imbibed high no- 
tions, he threw bis tools to the d^s, 

e3 
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tported a gig decorated with red morocco 
and jellow painty and kept a saddle- 
horse. A house was taken in a pleasant 
situation at Brighton for him to reside 
in^ and the Master and Miss Chissels sent 
to a hoarding-school. Mr. and Mrs. 
Chissel now- commenced people of fa- 
shion^ hut the poor lady did not loB^ 
enjoy her happy situation, for she was in 
Tery had healthy occasioned hy her hus^ 
hand's unkindness ; and when Miss Lan- 
ton and Mrs. Mortimer visited Brighton, 
the poor creature kept her hed. 

'Mr. Chissel was very attentive to Mrs. 
Mortimer, and she thought that he really 
was a rough diamond, for he spoke ^f 
Sir Timothy Flight's solicitors as a de« 
signing set of Jews, and entrieated Mrs. 
Mortimer to warn the Baronet of his 
danger, for he was sure he would be 
mined. He said that they had lately 
taken a house near Chelsea, which was 
fitted up in a sumptuous manner ; that, 
in fact, it was all at the Baronet's ex.* 
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pence^ as he advanced the money, and 

old Modish was to set it off in his ac«» 

county "which was not to be delivered to 

Sir Timothy till the expiration of three 

years ; and that they had a carriage and 

horses, all of which were paid for out of 

the Baronet's money. Mrs. Mortimer 

was extremely distressed to hear this, 

aad foresaw that if she continued in Sir 

Timothy's service, she should have am 

arduous task. When she went to his 

house in Brighton, she found it filled 

with . actors and actresses^ who danced 

and played at a circus, which in one of 

the Baronet's flighty fits he had pur* 

xhased. 

Mrs« Mortimer was to see severaL 
bouses, and send the particulars of each 
to Sir Timothy, which she did, and re- 
ceived this reply : 

LondoDi Wednesdaj* 

Dear Madam, 

I propose running down to-mor* 
row for a day, if I can ; if notj pray 

a4 
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forward the particulars and terms of alf 
the houses I stated in the good sit-aa- 
tions ; as the wesi sides particularly of 
German-place, of the New gteyoe, cTea 
of the Crescent, whole of Dorset Gar- 
dens, the west side of Broad-street, 
Nos. 1 1 and t% and any other good housed 
on the Steyne. My assisting any person 
to furnish two or three ho«8e* for letting 
would be a livelihood to any one, so thai 
if I were willing to take the trouble of 
taking all Brighton, it would be the 
luckiest thing ibr them ; whereas, I only 
desire you to get the terms and psHrticu* 
lars of ail the "best ^eets^ not forgetting 
the large houses at the end of (jrermath^ 
place and Broad-street. Such particu* 
lars as who the ground and t%e bouses 
l)elong to, if to be had only'yearfy, or 
whether on lease, renewable on lives at ^ 
* certain fine, and any other particulars ; 
I then can pick and choose. Srightoa 
is a sinking place in itself: f am posi- - 
tively informed the Prince is quitting if,' 
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and unless some superior and extraor- 
dinary genius (modest you will say) ia* 
terpose, the place yirill £giU to nothing, if 
wily from the very great danger of the 
cliffs being washed into the sea^ whicb^ 
with the Prioce'tdeparture^ and the place 
being over bjailt^ is likely to press very 
bard. You will now see that it will be 
almost the interest of Brighton to let me 
have all the houses on the Crescei^ and 
the Clift^ at least for nothing: I will 
not only save the place^ but make it the 
first place any where. Do not repeat 
this^ they would increase their price. 
Get the estimate from' Lucas^ Middle- 
street^ of the New Groin I mentioned ta 
faint. If you are at a pinch for money, 
Mr. Chisselj on shewing him thi8> wijt 
supply you. I have desired Mr. Chisset 
to have you supplied withevery things as 
long as you stay^ by my trades^people* 
If not disagreeable or unplea^ant^ pray 
notice Miss L ■ ■> a good little girlj. 
mJio dances at jmycircu^^ and sbjej^ia 

a& 
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distress I fear. Pray comfort her poo^ 
little hearty like a mother : the kindness 
of a friend in need^ to an unprotected 
girl too^ is a heavenly halm to bestow. 
You see I am not such a starving mana-^ 
ger as Monsieur » You may 

send to Mr. B. a painter, he has some 
secret about paint without turpentine. 
I hope the lad, Tom C. has not made 
off with the clothes ; if so, he should be 
taken \\p to be tried for the theft. 
Believe me, your's truly, 

P. S. Pray answer all my questions. 

The greater part of this letter was in- 
comprehensible to Mrs. Mortimet, and 
she desired Mr. Chissel to give her in- 
formation on the different subjects : she 
feared that it must have been written 
when Sir Timothy's mind was in a state 
of irritation^ as it was so unlike all his 
former correspondence. She inquired 
about Miss L— --r^ and found that she 
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ivras a girl of good character^ and resided 
with spme other theatrical geniuses in Sir 
Timothy's hoase. The Baronet sent Mrs. 
IVf prtimer apother letter a few days after : 

DearMadam^ 

You know I am rather occupied^ 

.'which ipust excuse my neglect in writing. 

Mj wish was to get the terms of the 

west side (my house is on the west side 

of ) of Broad-street^ of the New 

Steyne, likewise of the holise next to the 
Old Bank. I have told the men all this^ 
and I am obliged to give you all the 
trouble. Getting the terms of every 
house in Brighton do^f^ot oblige me to 
take them, and only gives me the choice. 
You may tell the Brightoneers that when 
I have sent some of their great rascals to 

h , the little ones will follow; they 

had better oTflfend the d — I than me. 
It was the great new house I thought 
of; otherwise, the east side of streets is 
horrible in summer. 
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t like fhe idea of pai»ting Mftsm^s 
green ; a pale green, wiVh gold moulds 
ing^ is neat. Pray scold ^hat stupid 
beast and bis wife^ Betts^ for not writ - 
ing ; they live on me, and do nothing ; and 
tell Blacky if he does not do every thing 
I bid him^ I can soon bring down a Lon- 
don coal- merchant, and pay for under- 
selling, if I cannot Hiink of better meam 
to blow him to pieces. I must end tft 
present. . 

Your's, in "haste, 

Timothy FueffiT. 

If Mrs. Mortioier was astonished «t 
the former letter, this gave her still more 
sorrow : what a difference in the (senti- 
ments of violence expressed, compared 
with his former placidness and kindness. 
She consulted with Mr. Chissel what she 
had best do ; and understanding ' from 
him that when Sir Timothy's mind was 
set on any particular obj^t, it was ne- 
cessary to humour him. Two heu«€ft 
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were taken in Oerman-place^ with the 
plams of several otbers^ and at the ez- 
pirattcrn of ten days Mrs. Mortimer re« 
tomed to London. Sir Timotby yrm 
pleased wilfh \vhat she l>ad ^one^ and ap- 
peared to liave ^eat confidence in her : 
tihe therefore -took an opportunity, "wfien 
he was perfectly collected, to express her 
sorrow at his having taken his affairs out 
of Mr. Equity's hands, as she understood 
he was a gentleman whose character stood 
liigh in the estimation of the public : she 
hoped he had done himself no injury by 
^be change, but was he sure that the 
persons in whom he now confided were 
men of character, and would not betray 
the trust reposed in ibem. Sir Timothy 
confessed he had some doubts respecting 
their prrfbity, but observed, that they 
were men ef abilities, and, if honestj 
might be of great service to him ; if they 
were otherwise, he was entirely in their 
power, and they could injure him very 
materially. He mueh wished Ibat^e 
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would inquire into their characters^ for 
he was sure that she would not deceive 
him ; and confessed he was himself sur-* 
prised to hear that he was in ^etr deb^ 
eight thousand pounds^ as they had only 
•been fourteen months his solicitors^ when 
the sum of sixty thousand pounds was 
paid into their hands « 

Mrs. Mortimer now regretted that she 
had given up her house near Cavendish* 
square^ and that the Miss Lantons were 
to leave her in a few days« for she was 
fearful that she had undertaken a situa* 
tion^ the business of which she would 
find difficult to discharge^ without cre- 
ating herself many enemies. She related 
her situation to Mr. Charles Staotpn^ who 
told her he tiiought it was her duty to 
save Sir Timothy^ if possible^ from ruin ; 
that his solicitors were Jews of notorious 
character^ and that if the Baronei^s af- 
fairs were not taken out of their hands^ 
be would soon be ruined. Mrs. Morti- 
mer introduced Mr. Charles Stanton to 
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Sir Timothy, for he was aurroudded by 
suefa a set of misereaQts^ that she thought 
it right to aeetire him at least cme friend, 
who would exert himself to saye him; 
As she saw that it was necessary to pre- 
Tent Sir Timothy from being agitated^ 
she -determined to ask her agents a re- 
spectable gentleman near Leicester-square^ 
if he could inform her of any solicitor 
who she could recommend to the Baro* 
net^ and if he would advance the money 
to extricate him. This be said he wauld 
do, and that the solicitor whAm he em- 
ployed^ he would not only recommend^ 
but become security for his honourable 
conduct in the sum of a thousand pounds. 
The day before Mrs. Mortimer took her 
family to BrightoUj she -dined in South- 
street: Mr. Charles Stanton was of the 
party ; and at her taking leave. Sir Ti- 
mothy gave her all his keys^ and desired 
she would take possession of his house^ 
and act as she thought proper for him^ 
in Brighton. He told her that he should 
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come down as soon as ever the Me of 
Lady Flight was decided^ as in her pre^ 
ient state of heidth she could not long 
•urvive. Mrs. Mortijmer, on all acca- 
riops^ endeavoured to prevail on him to 
be on good terms yfith his £amilj; but 
he said^ that as they had confined him 
once in a mad-house^ he never could for- 
give them for so doing ; and he was sure 
they would again do the same^ if they 
got him in their power. He desired Mrs. 
Mortimer to keep a good look out after 
Mt. Ghissel^ as he had taken the liberty 
of riding his horses^ and doing many 
things of which he did not approve. Mrs. 
Mortimer considered Mr. Cbissel a vul- 
gar man ; but she tbougjbt him honesty 
and spdfce much in his favour. Not loog 
before he bad given ber^ in the presence 
of the two Miss Lantons^ a fifty pound 
note, as a ptesent from Sir Timothy^ to 
settle any little debts she migbt have in 
iown^ •and. to pay the espencesof jr^mov* 
iog her ^tldren to Srj^ tba. 
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CHAP. VI. , 

fteflfict that life and death, affecdng Boundfi 
Are oQly Taried modes of endless BeiDg. 
Reflect that life, like erery other blessing) 
I>eriTe8 i(s Talue from its use alone; 
Nor for itself, but for a nobler end^ 
7lf* Eterasl gave It, and Aat end is virtue* 
When iaccmsisient with a grefiter good, 
Reason commands to cast the less away ; 
Thus life, witli loss of wealth, is well preserved* 
And virtue cheaply sav'd with loss of life. 

JOHMSOI^. 



On Mf6. MoKmer's arrival at Brigh- 
ten^ she tf ok up tier residence in one df 
Sir Timothy Flight's hotises, till his 
steward could procure lier one^ as posses- 
sion of the eottagCj which the Baronet 
had desighf d« for her^ «could not he ob- 
tained^ the person 'with whom he had 
some C9Dceni in the circus refusinj^ to 



210 BftlGHTOK IN All IJPROAA. 

give it up, and a law-$uit was then 
depending^ vhicb some respectable per-* 
sons assured M rs« Mortimer would proTe 
Sir Timothy not only to be a partner in tbe 
concern^ but would involve him -in great 
expenee and disgrace. Mrs« Mortimer felt 
it her duty to write this to Mr. Alexander 
Modish ; she also informed Sir Timothy 
that no blame could be imputed to the 
gardener^ for not supplying his table 
more profusely, as not less than thirty 
persons were furnished with vegetables 
from his ground. To this he answered 
as follows : — - 

Madam, 

I am surprised at the impudence 
of the people who have been robbing my 
garden ; no one of course is to be sup- 
plied without my^ permission; as far as 
he can make up the account, let him send 
. in the bill of what they have hadj and 
^roake them pay for every thing, 

Chissel should give all these people a 
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good lecture not to forget themselves ; if 
tbej do not take care I will send them to 
jail. If jou can tell me how many glasses 
jou want^ I will try to send you some^ 
unless you fear breakage. You do not 
say what quantity of spoons^ &c. yoa 
want: hesides^ Chissel making bulls in 
law, owing to his cleverness^ half my 
Tolunteers have been dismissed in dis- 
grace. Even in managing the land it 
would be as well to consult a little^ where 
he can and has time, with me ; for Miss 
Sharks many wise men have had their 
plagues, but few know how to make 
light of it, and that is my chance. 

Believe me your^s tery truly^ 
Timothy Flight. 

By the same post Mrs. Mortimer re- 
ceived the following^ letter from Mr, 
Abraham Modish 
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Templec, 

My SOD not baving been at the 
Chambers this day^ I have the honour to 
acknowledge the i:eceipt qC your favour 
to his address. Your sentiments respect- 
ing the persons aUiidedjto perfectly coin- 
cide with my own oa the subject^ and 
shall have their diie vei^ht in my repre* 
sentation • to Sir Timothy Flight. Have 
the goodness to tell M^^. Chisse) my son 
will be ready at the time stat^d^ who will 
be able to apprise you of Sir Timothy's 
determination on the subject you have so 
justly descanted on^ and will probably be 
able to send the necessary directions by 
to-morrow's post. I have the honour to 
subscribe myself, 
Madam> 
Your most ojtiedient humble Servant, 

AbRtAham Modibh. 

The next morning Mrs. Mortimer had 
a letter on the same subject from Alexi^n- 
der Modish. 
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Temple. 
My dear M adaoi^ 

Your letter is this moment before 
me^ and I am really obliged to you for 
the information. Zealous as my father 
and myself have ever been^- not only for 
the interest of our client^ but his reputa- 
tion» we see with pleasure your discreet 
conduct^ and are convinced that you will 
be sedulous in attending to either^ as we 
should be. Your remarks^ relative to 
the appendages of the circus^ are per- 
fectly correct, and Sir Timothy has pro- 
mised to give these faithful slaves their 
manumission immediately* In the mean 
time you may safely order that no one is 
to have the produce of the garden^ with- 
out Sir Timothy's order. Should any 
thing else occur that contravenes our 
client's interest, you^ will be good enough 
to let us know. 

Your's sincerely^ in haste, 

Alexander Modish. 

Mrs. Mortimer soon got rid of all the 
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tribe of actors and actresses vrhich ia« 
habited the Baronet's house^ as she sent 
persons in to clean and to paint it. Upon 
examining the contents of his habitation^ 
she n^as surprised at the various articles 
it contained: as to M^hips^ the whole 
county of Sussex could have been sup* 
plied by him« without his missing them. 
Earthen-ware was also in great profusion. 
Mrs. Mortimer, in the. presence of a wit- 
nessj took an inventory of every things 
and sent a copy to Sir Timothy. She 
was taken by Mr. Ghissel to all the 
Baronet's trades-people^ and they were 
desired to supply her with every thing 
fhe pleased to have. Previous to ber 
leaving Town, Sir Timothy had promis- 
ed her eldest boy a poney^ and till he came 
home for the holidays his brother was 
to ride ; but upon sending for it, she was 
informed that the poney belonged to Mr^ 
Ghissel, and that his sons wanted it 
This she took no notice of, as she thought 
when Sir Timothy came, he would settls 
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Mrhetber her son was to have the poney^ 
or whether it really belonged to Mr. 
Chissel^ -vfho was in a few days going 
into Yorkshire^ to receive the rents. 
Before he went^ he took a house by Sir 
Timothy's instruetionsj for Mrs. Morti* 
mer to ^ reside in> while she remained on 
the Baronet's business in Brighton, It 
was in High-street^ and as she was fur- 
nishing faousesj and might want money 
before his return^ he advanced her fifty 
pounds of her salary^ and the morning he 
went he sent the poney for Edmund 
Mortimer to ride. She wished to know 
how Sir Timothy really was, and desired 
Mr. Chissel would inform her, which he 
very kindly did in the following elegant 
epistle. 

Mrs. Martiner, Germftii-place, Brighton. 

Jtfadam^ 

I arrived safe in town on Thurs- 
day morning. After taking breakfast at 
Mrs. Flash's, I waited on Sir Timothy, 
and thank God found him in better health 



%16 QRiaRTON ur IN 

tban I ever taW him. I have seen Mr* 
Modish three or four timesy and' was at 
his house last nighty and a more faand*^ 
some house I never saw in the course of 
my life. Every thing in a princely style ; 
they were alt very polite to me ; we shall 
start to-morrow at six o'clock for Lmcolfi* 
shire. Sir Timothy and his servant. 
Modish and rae in the travelling coaeh 
of Sir Timothy. I am very glad^ I will 
assure you^ he is goings as he now is col* 
lected^ and knows well what he is about. 
Mr. Modish has had a new carriage given 
to him by Sir Timothy^ and they are all 
coming I understand to Brighton this 
season ; and from what I can heiu*^ are ta 
have one of the houses in Gerniao Place, 
but which I cannot tell as yet; should 
you wish to have the poney^ tell Lamb to 
g)et him from the farm as soon as your 
dear boy comes home^ and if you want to 
write to me, direcft I. Ghtssel^ post-office^ 
Newark^ Nottinghamshire. Give my love 
to my dear Sarah and your dear children. 
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and please to accept^ Madam^ mj best 
Irishes for your health and happiness. 

John Chissel. 

7ame8.street, Westminster^ London. 

Mrs. Mortimer had women to help her 
to furnish SinTimothy's houses. She cut 
out all the bed furniture herself, and was 
always up by five in the morning, and 
worked till twelve at night. She fur 
nished four houses for less than eleven 
hundred pounds, iocluding linen for two 
of them. She painted seven pair of card- 
racks, two glass vases, and a pair of 
large fire-skreens. She was indefatiga- 
ble, in the hope of proving to Sir Ti- 
mothy that herself and children merited 
bis bounty. At this time Mri Chissel 
became a widower, and he gave up 
housekeeping. He sent all his furniture 
to be put into the houses which Mrs; 
Mortimer w^as furnishing for the Baro- 
net; but such rubbish was never seen: 
wbat to do she did not know. He said 

▼OL. I. I. , 
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Sir Timothy had deeided to take it^ and 
that he had had it appraised. This gave her 
some suspicions of the steward's honesty, 
\¥hich were not lessened by finding from 
the gardener that he had orders to sup- 
ply the school with vegetables where his 
daughter was . placed. This Mrs. Mor- 
timer forbade^ when the school-mis- 
tress came to say that she had taken Miss 
Chissel at a reduced price inconsequence 
of their being supplied with vegetables 
and milk by Mr. Chissel. This opened 
Mrs. Mortimer's eyes completely; and 
she feared that neither the steward nor 
the solicitors were to be depended on* 
She was grieved to Hqslt every, one say 
that Sir Timothy was mad, and thai; his 
friends should' confine him. This she 
took great pains to contradict, because 
she was convinced thai it. was not the 
case; but she wished that her had one of 
his relations to reside with him>' for she 
feared that every advantage wad taken of 
his eccentricity, and continually r^ret* 
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ted that she had ever come to Brighton: 
not that she was averse either to the trou- 
ble or fatigue^ but she soon saw that she 
had to act with unprincipled people^ and 
she thought she should never be able tp 
contend with them. As soon as Sir Ti- 
mothj^ reached York he wrote the fol- 
io wteg letter to her. 

York. 

Dear Madam. 

I am. ashamed to have been so 
lo0g in answering your letter. I quitted 
Town rather suddenly; and hope to be 
soon back ; should you^ however^ be in 
haste for the things you mentioned^ you 
^cinti write to Mrs. Brushy at my house in 
South- street^ and she can send for Mr. 
Bounce^ silversmith^ in the alley leading 
from Leicester-fields to Co vent- garden^ 
near the Panorama. There are ii dozen 
common silver spoons in my house^ which 
she might spare you ; and I believe 
Bounce has some plain spoons he has 
made for me: at any rate she can get 

l2 
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some plate from him' that you may want 
most. She may apply to Watson, Vigo* 
lane, the top of Sackville-street ; he 
would supply it if he has it by him, at 
rather a more reasonable rate than the 
other. 

I remain your's truly, 

Timothy Flight. 



The plate which the Baronet mention- 
ed was for his lodging houses ; but Mrs. 
Mortimer did not send for any, fearful 
that his housekeeper might lead him to 
too great an expence. Mrs. Mortimer 
placed her son at school in Brighton, 
and did not mean to charge Sir Timo- 
thy with more than thirty pounds per 
annum for his schooling, as at this pe- 
riod government had most humanely es- 
tablished a fund for the relief of marine 
orphans, from the benevolent representa- 
tion of an admiral of high rank, who 
never let an occasion pass of performing 
a brave or a char itable^ action ; and thej 
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had been graciously pleased to gcant each 
of her children ten pt>unds per annum 
from that bounty. A friend of Mrs. 
Fortb^ Yfho had so long resided \vith 
Mrs. Mortimer^ was now in Brighton^ 
and she wished to board and lodge with 
faer^ which was very agreeable to Mrs. 
Mortimer. ^ She was an elderly lady of 
large fortune and good connections, and 
such a companion was very desirable; 
but the house which^Mr. Chissel had 
taken for Mrs. Mortimer was in a si- 
tuation which turned out very unpleasant 
for the ladies, and they determined to 
remdve when they could meet with ano« 
ther which would suit them. 

Mr. Chissel now returned from tht 
north, and alarmed Mrs. Mortimer with 
the account he gave of the journey. He 
told her that Sir Timothy Flight would 
sooh be done up ; that Mr. Alexander 
Modish had the direction of every thing; 
and that one of the best of his estates was 
jtoade over to him as security for money 

L 3 
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^hich he had advanced for Sir Tioiotby ; 
and that as soon as he had received the 
jrents from Mr« CBissel> amounting to 
upwards of six thousand pounds, be 
bought himself a hurse and rode off with 
the money« Mrs« Mortimer thought 
.this a favourable time to write to Sir 
Timothj, to inform him the true charac- 
ters of the persons l\e employed^ and to tell 
Jiim that if being in their debt prevented 
bi£^ talking his affairs out x>( their hands, 
that he could be supplied with any sum 
inamediately for that purpose. She- also 
mentioned that his steward had given her 
great part of the information^ and bad 
also told her the quantity of plate which 
Mr. Modish had in lieu of charging 
more than five per cent, interest when he 
advanced money for the Baronet ; and 
Sir Timothy gave her this reply. 

Dear Madam^ 

Your alarms and schemes are 
quite unnecessary^ and your informatiofl 
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incorrect. If your friend would lend me 
fifty or a hundred tfaoasand pounds^ I 
would nbt borrow a shilling of him^ as 
I do not want it. I am going to try 
farming on a small scale : in case I find 
it answer^ it is possible that I may feel 
disposed^ at a future time> to buy a good 
quantity of land. If your friend hate 
idle money^ you may safely ussure him 
that I Infill never borrow where I cannot 
pay, and that where I give my word, that 
his money would be as safe as in the Bank 
of England. You will probably find, that 
with all his false abuse of others, that he 
would not advance even a pallty sum of 
four or five thousand without my mort- 
gaging, or some other method. 

Pray tell Mr. Leap that I say I will be 
answerable for his paying the people foir 
the rent when it becomes due. I hope 
you have given Mr. Chissel a lecture, as 
1 begged. To conclude with the subject 
I began with, there is no man in the king- 
dom less likely to be ruined than myself: 

L. 4 
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were anj (as there are many who are 
yery glad to put moDey out at the usual 
interest when it is secure) to offer to 
lend me a large sum^ I might perhaps 
be glad to have a large sum lent me in 
case of a desirable purchase offering it- 
self ; but were any .one to offer the 
wealth of the Indies^ if I gave my simple 
word, it would be as safe as the Baok^ 
because I never would give my word but 
where I was surelcould at all events repay 
every shilling. Believe me, dear Madam^ 

Your*s truly, 

Timothy Flight. 
P. S. I shall try to come down shortly. 

This epistle convinced Mrs. Mortimer 
that the only method to be adopted to 
get Sir ^imothy out of the hands of his 
solicitors was to prevail on Mr. Charles 
Stanton to explain to h^m their nefarious 
practices ; and when he once conserited^ 
immediately to remove his business from 
them. She was anxious to see the Baro-* 



BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 235 

net restored to bis family^ Und to that 
rank in society which he was so eminently 
calculated to adorn. She was shocked to 
see him waste the prime of his life in the 
company of designing sharpers: she felt for 
his situation; she had the most unbounded 
gratitude for his kindness to her and her 
children^ and most willingly would she 
have devoted every hour of hec. existence ' 
to promote his welfare. This she thought 
could only be accomplished by his being 
in quiets eligible society ; . as the noise^ 
drinking, and tumult of the vulgar^ 
Was ill calculated to calm his pertufbed 
mind. She had just finished furnishing 
%&me houses in German-place when she 
was addressed to this purpose. 

Russel-square. 

Madam^ 

O wing to the dangerous state which 
Lady Flight is now in. Sir Timothy does . 
not intend visiting Brighton for some 
time, and ha9 requested that we vriTl 

1.5 
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make use of his house in Dorset*pIace 
till he arrives. Sir Timothy will esteem 
himself obliged if jou will order the 
beds^ &c. to be ready by Wednesday 
night; and if you will have the good^ 
ness to request Mr. Chissel to procure 
stabling and provision for three horses. 
Mr. Fuel presents his compliments to 
you and Mr. Chissel ; and 

Believe me^ Madam, 

Your's respectfully, 

E. Fiftu 

As^rs. Mortimer did not know wh^ 
Mr. and Mrs. Fuel were^ she a^ked Mr. 
Chissel, who informed her that the gen- 
tleman was a Jack of all trades, md bis 
present profession a coal merchant ; that 
he was a designing man, and had got a 
great deal of money from the Baronet ; 
that he was now coming to Brighton 
with Sir Timothy^s horses and curricle 
in hopes of being set up in business 
there* They came> and took possession 
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of one of Sir Timothy's houses ; but 
as Mr. Alexander Modish did not ap- 
prove of the connection^ at the expiration 
of a fortnight they lost all their luxuries, 
having had notice to quit. The Baronet's 
horses and carriage were all taken awaj ; 
and they were compel led to return to 
London in a very different style to v^hat 
they left it. 

Mrs. Mortimer being soon after this 

giving directions to some women who 

were furnishing Sir Timothy's own house^ 

Mr. Chissel entered.and without any prd« 

face addressed her with — '' Madam, ydu 

and your beggarly brats may all decamp 

from Brighton ; Sir Timothy wants none 

of your advice^ and you shall never have 

any thing more to- do with his concerns : 

you ^ truly, who are no better than a pauper, 

to pretend to say that Mr. Modish is not 

a honest man ; and then to say that I 

told you so, and be d- d to you : but 

we will do for you, so I say out you may 

go/' This'sjeijch was ^pterlarded with 



228 BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 

oaths^ wliicb proved that Captain Flash 
knew tbe valu^ of the person be had re*' 
^commended to be bis father's steward. 
Mrs. Mortimer was so frightened that 
she made no reply ; and all the inhabit* 
ants in the street came out of their houses 
io know who the terrible creature was who 
had even frightened them. As soon as 
he took his leave, Mrs. Mortime^ set off 
for Town, where, having arrived, she told 
Sir Timothy^ the treatment which she bad 
received^ and regretted that she could be 
of no further use to him, \iot chusing ' to 
subject herself to such abuse in future. 
He told her it shouid.never happen again> 
for he would instantly dismiss Mr. Chis- 
3elj although at that moment it would be 
attended with inconyenience^ as he was 
just then valuing some timber. Mrs. 
^Mortimer insisted that he should not be 
turned away^ but that in future he should 
never speak to her; and Sir Timothy 
wrote to him to that effect. * He then de- 
sired that she vfould return to^Brightoi^ 
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saying that he would soon come down 
himselfy and he relied upon her to see 
that he wa^ not imposed on^ as she would 
he a check upon others. He also re- 
quested that she would paj particular at* 
tention to his garden^ and was astonish- 
ed when be heard that Captain Flash had 
his vegetables from it. He requested 
that a bill might be sent to the Captain 
with an account of what he had been 
served with. This Mrs. Mortimer could 
not think of doing, nor did: she like to 
send a message by the gardener, forbid* 
diag them to be served in future ; there<- 
fore she went to Captain Flash, and told 
him what Sir Timothy had said, and 
that- he had better himself decline having 
them, otherwise it would appear odd to 
the gardener. The Captain said he had 
always paid for them; but on Mrs. Mor- 
timer asking to whom,^^ as she had the 
care of the garden, and the money .had 
never been given to her, he told her that 
ChiBsel was to pay three shillings per 
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^eek for what be had out of the garden. 
She observed that such a sum was not 
adequate to the vegetables he had been 
supplied witb^ as he h^d always been 
served with the earliest and best which 
the garden produced : but Mrs. Flash, 
who wa» a genteel^ amiable woman^ 
said that they had been deceived bj Mr. 
Chissel> who told them that they might 
have vegetables and milk from Sir Timo- 
thy Flight's. 

Mr. Ghissel never after spoke or even 
looked at Mrs. Mortimer; but did all he 
could to prevent her boy having the po^ 
ney; and as she did not chuse to have 
any transaction with htm^ she asked Sir 
Timothy to give her an order. Sir Ti- 
mothy also told her that Mr. Modish had 
found out that she had a bad opinion of 
him^ and that he had taxed Mr. Chissel 
'with having tol<d her some circumstances^ 
which came to his knowledge^ upon which 
Chissel denied the wfaole^ and it was that 
which had induced him to abuse Mf^- 



J 



BRIGHTON IN AN UPROAR. 331 

Mortimer : but Sir Timothy was alarmed 
when Chissel put himself in a passion ; 
but that he could not bear him is evident 
from this letter* 

South-street. 

Dear Madam, 

I feel quite astonished at Chissel's 
conduct. I lefl the ponejs in his care^ 
and should not have objected to any of 
bis boys riding either of them occasion* 
ally gently, when they were not wanted 
elsewhere. At present I have autho- 
rised you to let Chisssel ride one^ and 
Mrs. Fuel's boy the other of them; and 
if Chissel cannot keep them^ they may go 
to some stable. Z should be glad to have 
No. 4 furnished with a few beds^ chairs^ 
imd such things^ If you think that 
things can be bought better in London I 
would have them procured for you : the 
chance of breakage may" be considered. 
I should think you might save yourself 
the trouble of coming up^ and state the 
particulars to me by letter, I am now 
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grown stronger^ and can attend a little. 
Mj mother is so verj ill that I miiststaj 
here perhaps a few weeks. Have th^ 
Botts tried any thing about soup and 
tripe ? He talked much about it. Be- 
lieve me. 

Dear Madam, your's truly, 
"^ Timothy Flight. 

P.S.I think of sending down my Indian 
cattle soon^ of course to be forwarded to 
the farm. 

Mrs. Mortimer pointed out to the Baro- 
net how much he was imposed on by the 
theatrical persons whom he "patronized ; 
and that it was a disgrace to him to ap- 
pear with such companions. She pointed 
all this out in the most delicate nianoer, 
for she had his interest at heart as much 
as if he had been her son or brother. To 
these representations of her's he imme* 
diately replied. 

Dear Madam, 

It is by no means unpleasant to 
me to hear truth and good sense. As to 
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BoUa, and those who abuse my kindness, 
they shall smart for it handsomely. I 
have written to Ghissel to take up James^ 
as it might be an unpleasant business to 
you. I shall get down on Wednesday or 
Thursday^ and sh^ll set all these things 
to rights. 

I remain your's^ &c. &c. 

TiMOTSi^Y Flight. 

The next post brought the melancholy 
news of Lady Flight's decease.' 

Dear Madam, 

My poor, mother died yesterday ; 
I therefore shall be detained some days. 
I hope you will get Captain Flash to 
keep Chissel in good order, as you may 
shew him my writing, if necessary, saying 
that I had rather lose half my income 
than be disgraced by any indecent cpn- 
duct of his. ^ 

I remain your% &c. &c. 

TlMOTUV FUGHT. 
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The followiog week Mrs. Mortimer 
Jbad.this letter from the Baronet* 

Dear Madam^ 

I hope to get out of Town to-mor- 
row or. Saturday. It is painful to see 
things go on as they do. As I have been 
prevented coming to Brighton by such 
melancholy* circumstances^ those who 
had any thing to do for me, should have 
been particularly guarded^ and of course 
to have observed common decency. If 
you see Captain Flash, you can say that 
I told you I left the ponies for Chissel, 
to. take the greatest care of; my old 
horse \ never remember to have given 
liim leave to ride at all, much less to 
ride him feventy miles in one day from 
Yorkshire. I have not time to write 
more at present. 

I remain. Madam, 
Your's truly, 

Timothy Fugut. - 
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P.S. If you see Captain Flashy you may 
state to him that Gbissel's seudiog away 
James would strike any one as very 
strange. I told faim to look after him^ 
as to corn^ &c. &c. but for a lanxl>stew- 
ard to dismiss grooms is ludicrous. He 
is useful to me in busitiesS;, but must be 
under check in future. 

Mr^. Mortimer longed for the Baro- 
net's arrival, for she was told, by every 
one, that his steward and solicitors were 
making large fortunes at his expence. 
Mr. Chissel behaved in the most indecent 
manner, by frequenting all the public 
houses^ and making Sir Timothy Flight's 
eccentricities the subject of mirth ; by 
describing his fighting with Miss Shark ; 
and that he knew^ in the course of ayett^ 
his relations would confine him ; there- 
fore he was drawing all the money he 
could, for if the Baronet's affairs once 
got into Chancery, he should never get 
any.. The reports circulated were that 
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Sir Timothy did not come to Brighton 
because he i/ras insane^ and confineq in 
Londooj and that he had two doctors 
from St. Lukels to attend him., Mrs. 
Mortimer traced this report to have ori- 
ginated with some persons in Captain 
Flash's and Mr. Cbissel's service. 

Sir Timothj^ who was a great mecha- 
nic^ invented a gun, which was the sub- 
ject also of Mr. Chissel's conversation, 
and the laug)i of his companions. When 
the Baronet came to Brighton^ be re- 
ceived Mrs. Mortimer with the greatest 
kindness, and the next day iold her of 
this gun, which he meiC^t to send for the 
use of the troops in Spain^ and he had 
ordered a quantity for that purpose. 
Mrs. Mortimer of course could be no 
judge of guns, but she knew the great 
eipence attending such an order as the 
Baronet had described, and was anxious 
to stop it. He bad an opinion of her^ 
and she only wished to exert the little in- 
fluence she might have with him^ to fo(- 
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ward his welfare. She therefore repre* 
tented to Sir Timothy^ that by sending 
the guns to Spain^ they might fall into 
the hands of the French^ and become de- 
itructive to that country for whose be- 
nefit they had been invented ; that she 
Bad a particular friend in the royal ma* 
rine artillery, who would soon return 
from Scotland ; that if the Baronet would 
permit^ N she would ask' him to try his 
gun^ and should it prove worthy of at- 
tention^ through that gentleman it might 
be introduced into the British service. 
He was pleased with this idea^ and till 
the officer had passed his opinion^ a stop 
was put to the order. Mrs. Mortimer^ 
however, lamented io see, that as- soon 
as she had set aside one expensive roman- 
tic project^ another succeeded ; for the 
next thing on which she was consulted 
' was the inhumanity of the j>resent mode 
- of killing animals. Sir Timothy, who had 
a heart overflowing with the milk of hu- 
man kindness^ wished to adopt some 
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manner to terminate the existence of those 
anioials^ designed by providence for our 
food^ which would prove inttantaiieous^ 
and his steward had recommended to him 
to estahlish butchers' shops in different 
parts of the town, and to advance mbney 
to some men of his recommendation, who 
were to be set up in business at the Baro- 
net's expence, and to shoot the cattle in 
the ear, instead of destroying them in the 
usual manner. A farm was also taken 
from a connection of Captain Flash's, 
which the steward was to manage^ and 
supply these humane butchers with oxen, 
sheep> . and pigs. Sir Timothy asked 
Mrs. Mortimer her opinion, whicfa she 
was incapable of giving, being totally 
unacquainted with the- business; but she 
applied for information to a respectable 
butcher in Brighton, who soon convinced 
her of the impracticability of doing any 
good by such a proceeding, as from 
shooting a calf, or a sheep, in the' ear, 
the coagulated blood would render 
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the head aad neck useless. Mrs. Mor* 
timer took an opportunity of convincing 
the Baronet of the impossibility of mak- 
ing such shops answer^ and jpersuaded 
him to have one of the houses immedi- 
ately let. About three weeks after Sir 
Timothy came into Sussex Mr, Alex- 
ander Modish made his appearance. Mr. 
Symphony Modish had taken a house in 
St. James's street for his family^ \vho 
were to leave London aa soon as the old 
gentleman had recovered from the gout. 
Seldom a day passed without Sir Timo- 
thy's sending for Mrs. Mortimer to dine 
with him, one of the Mr. Modishes 
always being of the 'party: they were 
so over attentive, and so full of their 
compliments to her, that she suspected 
them not to be sincere, and at last they 
came to inform the Baronet that Mr. 
Mrs. and Miss Modish were arrived. 
Sir Timothy desired that Mrs. Mortimer 
would visit them ; this, however, she de- 
clined^ as she had a few very old friends 
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in Brighton^ and^ \¥itb her large family^ 
had little time to devote to amusement. 
He entreated that ^be would^ for be had 
doubts of their friendship and integrity^ 
and he thought that she 't¥Ould be a 
check on them. It was therefore decided 
that when the family were settled^ Mrs. 
Mortimer should call on them, but as 
they will be often introduced in these 
anecdotes^ and as they have already cut 
a conspicuous figure in the worlds it 
would be .Wghly indecorous, and de* 
grading to their dignity, to give their 
history at the end of a chapter. 



END OF TOX. I. 
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